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This Summer was a sad one for the
Florida Lupine Association because we
lost two of our founding members. The
last newsletter was dedicated to Jan
Mitchell, wife of Al Mitchell, FLA
President. Jan crossed the Rainbow
Bridge on June 2, 2003. This
newsletter is dedicated to another
founding member: former FLA Vice
President and Secretary Beth Palmer,
who passed away July 20, 2003. In this
tribute article, I would like to take you
back in time so that you are aware of
the contribution of these members and
the sadness with which we view their
passing.
One day early in 1998, I got a
phone call from the Mitchells, who
were interested in a wolfdog pup that
we had. Al and Jan came over to visit,
and we hit it off immediately. They
were interested in participating in
rescue and becoming more active in the
wolfdog community, so I told them
about the Florida wolf and wolfdog
rescue network that my husband, Jody,
and I were involved in, and they
became active members in the network.
Shortly after meeting the Mitchells,
I received an e-mail from Beth Palmer
explaining that she had a wolfdog and
wanted to become more active in the
Florida wolfdog community. So I
brought her into the Florida rescue
network, where she soon met the
Mitchells and two other important
individuals to FLA: Mayo and Karyl
Wetterberg. (Mayo is the current FLA
Treasurer and Vice President, and he
and his wife are both founding
members of FLA.)
The Florida rescue network that we
all participated in was never formally

established. It was merely a network of
concerned individuals who wanted to
do their part to help wolves and
wolfdogs in need. However, we faced a
serious problem. Because we were not
an official organization, Animal Control
and Humane Society shelters often
refused to release wolfdogs to us. They
would release wolfdogs ONLY to official
organizations.
In the late Spring of 1998, we
learned that there was a wolfdog
organization in Florida, so we contacted
them. They were in the process of
renaming the organization and creating
a new Constitution. Beth, Jody and I
worked with them on this through the
Summer, and the newly named Florida
Wolf & Wolfdog Association (FWWDA)
hosted its first Rendezvous in the Fall
of 1998.
This Rendezvous brought
numerous people together, but the most
important to FLA were Al and Jan
Mitchell, Mayo and Karyl Wetterberg,
Beth Palmer, Jody Haynes, and yours
truly. Some of the things that occurred
at the FWWDA Rendezvous were
intolerable, illegal, and potentially
dangerous. As a result, the
aforementioned individuals decided
that we wanted nothing to do with this
organization—even though we realized
how necessary a wolfdog organization
was for Florida.
Rather than give up on the idea of
an organization serving the needs of
wolfdogs and their owners in Florida,
we all got together later that weekend
and discussed the creation of an
educational organization. Over the
Christmas holidays of 1998, we got
(Continued on page 5)
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∗ The many individuals who sent in memorial
contributions this summer in the names of
Jan Mitchell, wife of Al Mitchell (FLA
President) and FLA founding member; and
Beth Palmer, FLA founding member and
former FLA Secretary and Vice President.
∗ The families of Beth Palmer and Jan
Mitchell for considering FLA for memorial
contributions in their loved ones’ names,
Our sincerest condolences on their losses!
∗ Jill P. and Chinook for their contribution to
the FLA newsletter.
All original art, photos, drawings, articles and other material
within this Newsletter are Copyright© and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.
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From the Desk of the President

From the “Virtual” Desk of the Webmaster

By Al Mitchell

By Jody Haynes

Fall is passing quickly and it is almost
October. For the most part, the wolfies have
stopped shedding as their winter coat begins
to grow. I am reminded of an incident told by a
reputable breeder. During the last mating
season, she mated a high percentage male
wolfdog with a pure female wolf. She was
seeking a 98% litter. For those of us in Florida,
she also planned on mating the male with a
wolfdog to produce a 74% litter. However, she
left the dominant pair together too long, and
as a result the female wolfdog did not go into
heat.
When we look at our own wolfies, we
sometimes forget their wolf heritage. To a
varying degree, they exhibit the behavioral
traits of the wolf. Of course, with proper
socialization and attention, this is what makes
them so desirable. However, the higher
content animal is not for all owners. Part of the
FLA mission is to educate owners and want-abe owners to this fact. Good rescuers and
breeders have learned this and properly
screen prospective homes before placing an
animal. Reputable breeders also place the
animal with a contract documenting that they
will take it back if the placement doesn’t work.
As FLA continues to grow and work with
governmental agencies, our membership must
be knowledgeable and willing to work together
to help educate. Our website and several
others contain a wealth of information. We
need to study these sites as well as books to
learn all we can. We need to ask questions of
more experienced members and help those
who are less experienced. The payoff is better
understanding of our wolfies and the
knowledge to assist others with wolfdog
issues, and ultimately canine issues.
With a knowledgeable membership, FLA
is better able to work with government,
shelters, veterinarians, schools, owners and
would-be owners. There are many opportunities to step out in public to help educate.
While some will simply want to stay “under the
radar,” hopefully most are willing to share with
others. Some members are already working
with others in their community. I encourage
those who are interested in playing a more
visible role in their local community to contact
me to discuss ways to do this.
We are a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization with an educational purpose. We need
to educate others and ourselves!

In addition to all the new computer worms and viruses that
have sprung up during the past three months, FLA has also become aware of some not-so-ethical, not-so-truthful wolfdog-related
websites that have either “borrowed” photos from other sites
(without asking) or that have taken information from an online email list and twisted the truth to satisfy their own ulterior motives.
Of course, with the Internet the way it is, it is very difficult to protect online proprietary or copyrighted information, but I felt that it
might be worth trying something new on the FLA website.
Thanks to Kim (your FLA Editor), who provided the original
code, I recently loaded a Java Script to each page of the FLA
website that prohibits copying text and photos using the “rightclick” of the mouse. As I am sure you know if you have spent
much time at all on the Web, it is quite easy to “right-click” and
copy a photo or graphic file, or highlight a block of text and “rightclick” to copy it.
This new script does not make it impossible for people to
“borrow” information and/or photos from the FLA site, but it does
make it much more difficult—enough so that the average web
surfer may just look elsewhere. On the other hand, the script has
absolutely no effect on the ability of our members or other interested parties to copy and/or print the educational articles, pamphlets, or brochures that we have made available in PDF format
for that purpose.
For this script to run properly, however, you will need to make
sure that you have Java Script enabled on your Internet browser.
If you don’t know what that means, or if you don’t know how to
check to see if Java Script is enabled, feel free to drop me an email and I can walk you through it.
If you know that Java Script is enabled in your browser, please
go to the FLA website and try to “right-click” copy a photo or a
block of text—and please make sure you write me and let me
know if the script did or did not work, because I am dying to know
if it works on different types and versions of web browsers!
On a different note, I would like to let you all know why the
FLA website was down for a few days about three weeks ago, and
also let you know how the problem was resolved. The reason the
site was down is really sad … because it involves Beth Palmer,
who, as you know, passed away this summer. Beth was listed as
the Administrative Contact for the “floridalupine.org” domain because she was the Secretary when we first got the website up and
running. Unfortunately, Beth was not able to read or respond to
the e-mail notices regarding the need to renew the domain.
Anyway, to make a long story short, I contacted our Website
Administrator and he informed me of the situation. I was able to go
to the Network Solutions website and pay to renew the domain.
The good news is that the renewal only cost $15 per year to renew
for nine years … as opposed to $35 for one year. Therefore, the
“floridalupine.org” domain is now renewed through mid-2012!
I look forward to talking with you online! And, as always, I
would ask that you please take a few moments to visit YOUR FLA
website today—at http://www.floridalupine.org/index1.htm—and
encourage your friends, family, and neighbors to do the same!
Happy surfing!
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From the Desk of
the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg

Expenses:
Banking:
Supplies
Telephone:
Postage:
Printing:
Mailbox:
Misc:
Total:

$192.00
$392.87
$ 64.31
$518.73
$661.15
$120.00
$ 51.06
$2,345.19
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From the Desk of
the Secretary
By Melissa Kondratick

There are a lot of things going on this
quarter, but before I get to them, I would
like to mention containment. I haven’t had
a problem with containment in a long,
long time. However, recently one of my
animals dug out, with horrible conseOur year-end balance was
quences: it resulted in the death of one of
$1,249.27. From the Treasurer’s
my dogs. So I would like to take this opDesk, I would like to thank all of
portunity to ask you to please pay attenour repeat members, welcome
tion to your containment; beef it up before
the new additions, and also thank
you have problems. Look for weak spots
those individuals and
on a regular basis and fix them before the
organizations that donated to
smart critters figure out how to get around
help FLA promote responsible
them. If you aren’t diligent about keeping
wolfdog ownership during this
your containment up, they'll figure out a
past year.
way to dig out, go over or go through your
We are also receiving
fencing.
numerous generous donations in
As many of you may already know,
memory of two of FLA’s founding
FLA
lost two of its founding members this
members—Jan Mitchell and Beth
summer:
Jan Mitchell and Beth Palmer.
Palmer—that passed away this
Many
memorial
contributions have been
summer. Those donations are not
made
to
FLA
in
their names. Donations
reflected in the FY2002-2003
Receipts:
can still be sent to FLA in their memory, at
report. The Board of Directors is
Dues:
$1,035.00
PO Box 1092, Brooksville, FL 34605. We
discussing an appropriate
Donations:
$1,566.33*
are presently looking for ideas for how to
application of these funds to
Total:
$2,601.33
best use the money to honor their memoproperly honor two dear friends
ries and wishes. If you would like to offer
who did so much in support of
*Includes donations raised from
suggestions, please contact me at the
rendezvous activities.
wolfdogs.
above address or at FLA’s email address.
We now have a new
section in our newsletter that
FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
highlights dogs and their
3200 NW 60th Street, Ocala, FL 34475
owners. We need member
participation for this, so
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
please submit your dog’s
photo and a 400-650 word
article about you and your
New Membership ______
Renew Membership ______
Date ___________________
animal.
Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25
Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15
FLA offers several eduFamily* (FL Residents)
_____ $35
Family Affiliate (out of state)
_____ $20
cational pamphlets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2)
Junior Membership
_____ $10
Business Affiliate (out of state) _____ $40
being a responsible breeder,
Business Membership
_____ $50
Donation Only (no membership) $________
(3) finding an ethical
breeder, (4) breed-specific
legislation information, and
Name:___________________________________________________________________________
(5) sample puppy sales conAddress:_________________________________________________________________________
tracts with spay/neuter
clauses. These pamphlets
_________________________________________________________________________
are free. Contact FLA at
Home Phone:__________________________ Office Phone:_____________________________
(352) 238 1104 or at
info@floridalupine.org if you
know of anyone interested in
*These are the only voting categories.
an info packet.
Florida Lupine Association’s
2002-2003 fiscal year ended
June 30. This was our third year
as a registered Florida non-profit
organization. Financially, we
have maintained a positive bank
account while being able to
publish our quarterly newsletters
and host our annual Spring
Rendezvous.
With a leveling of our membership and a few years of
history, we are reaching a point
where it is possible to budget for
the upcoming year and decide
where we can target money in
support of wolfdog education.
Following is a summary of
our financial report for the 20022003 fiscal year:
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(Continued from page 1)

together again and hammered out
the details of the endeavor … and
the foundation of the Florida
Lupine Association was created.
The Summer of 1999 saw the
solidification of our ideas into
something tangible—FLA had
become a state non-profit
organization with the following
founding Board of Directors: Al
Mitchell (President), Mayo
Wetterberg (Treasurer), Beth
Palmer (Vice President and
Secretary), Jody Haynes
(Webmaster), and me (Editor).
While we all contributed greatly to
the organization, Beth played a
pivotal role.
Beth was an invaluable
resource on legal issues because of
her formal training as a paralegal
and was, therefore, instrumental in
handling legal issues on wolfdog
topics and fighting bans on wolfdog
ownership. Not only did she tackle
legal issues on a county level, but
she also went to bat for the wolfdog
in the Florida Capital, fighting a
proposed ban on the ownership of
wolfdogs and certain breeds of dogs
in the Spring 2000 Legislative
Session.
Beth was also instrumental in
helping me create almost all of the
early FLA brochures and flyers—
documents we still use today. In
addition, Beth and Mayo worked
diligently on providing all of the
necessary state and federal
documentation so that FLA could
become recognized as a federal nonprofit. Their hard work was
rewarded in March 2001, when
FLA became a 501(c)(3), federal
non-profit organization. Because of
Beth’s selfless dedication to FLA,
she was presented with an
“Outstanding Achievement Award”
plaque at the 2001 FLA
Rendezvous.
Though not as visible, Jan also
contributed significantly to FLA.
An avid reader, Jan spent hours
surfing the Internet seeking
information not only to help her

FLORIDA LUPINE NEWS

raise her wolfdog pup, but also to
help shape some of the ideals and
policies for the developing Florida
Lupine Association.
She quickly learned that all
wolfdog owners are not created
equal, becoming incensed at the
folks who bred and dumped
wolfdog puppies for money. She
recognized that this would be a
growing problem for rescuers;
therefore, she was thrilled to help
in the formation of an organization
that would provide education for
owners, breeders, and government
officials.
Jan was a fantastic writer and
helped significantly with ideas and
with words. She and Al became
involved in tracking proposed
legislation at both the state and
federal level. Jan composed
numerous letters that were sent to
elected officials to educate them
and to help them cast their votes
more intelligently.
Jan was also deeply committed
to ensuring that bad legislation
was either defeated by vote or
other administrative action. She
worked behind the scenes with Al
and Beth on several proposed bills.
Jan felt a sense of accomplishment
but never sought glory; her motto
was that there is no limit to what
can be done if you don't care who
gets the credit.
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My relationships with Jan and
Beth went far beyond a business
association. Beth and I became best
friends over a very short period of
time. I can remember numerous
times when we were both busy
working on the computer (usually
on some FLA-related issue) with
phones to our ears, neither one of
us speaking, but just sharing that
companionable silence that only
great friends can share. (Needless
to say, our phone bills were
exorbitant, considering we lived
eight hours from each other.) Beth
and I shared everything: our fears,
our hopes, our dreams, and FLA.
Jan and Al also became dear to
my heart. Jan and I shared many
similarities in our childhoods.
Because of this and her official
training in counseling, Jan was a
wonderful listener and not only
helped me through some personal
problems, but also became
influential in Beth’s life.
As you can see, FLA is more
than just a wolfdog organization.
It’s a family—and it represents the
commitment of a group of friends to
see that something positive be done
for wolfdogs and the special people
owned by them. Although Jan and
Beth are now gone and we will
mourn their loss, their dreams will
continue to live on in our hearts
and in FLA.

The

Jacksonville Zoo is proud to announce its
participation in this year's Wolf Awareness Week. The event will
take place within the Wild Florida exhibit on October 18, 10:00
a.m.—5:00 p.m., and October 19, Noon—4:00 p.m. There will be
activities, interactive projects and hourly story telling for kids, as
well as informational talks given by those who have worked
closely with wolves. Zoo staff and volunteers will be on-site to
assist and answer all questions. Join us and help to make this
annual event a success!
Karyn Bardes, Marketing Assistant
Jacksonville Zoological Gardens
8605 Zoo Parkway
Jacksonville, FL 32218
Phone: 904-757-4463 (x 145)
FAX: 904-757-4315
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Allergies to Pets

By Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)
Being a pet owner is never easy. While pets bring us joy
and companionship on a daily basis, they also require training,
veterinary care, time, love, attention, and even tolerance.
Tolerance is especially necessary when a pet owner is allergic
to his or her companion animal.
Studies show that approximately 15% of the population is
allergic to dogs or cats. An estimated one-third of Americans
who are allergic to cats (about two million people) live with at
least one cat in their household anyway. In a study of 341
adults who were allergic to cats or dogs and had been advised
by their physicians to give up their pets, only one out of five
did. What's more, 122 of them obtained another pet after a
previous one had died. It's clear the benefits of pet
companionship outweigh the drawbacks of pet allergies for
many owners. Living comfortably with a companion animal
despite being allergic to him requires a good understanding of
the allergic condition and an adherence to a few rules.
All cats and dogs are allergenic (allergy-causing) to
people who are allergic to animals. Cats tend to be more
allergenic than dogs for allergic people, although some people
are more sensitive to dogs than cats. Contrary to popular belief,
there are no "non-allergenic" breeds of dogs or cats; even
hairless breeds may be highly allergenic.
Dogs with soft, constantly-growing hair—the Poodle or
the Bichon Frise, for example—may be less irritating to some
individuals, although this may be because they are bathed and
groomed more frequently. One dog or cat of a particular breed
may be more irritating to an individual allergy sufferer than
another animal of that same breed.
The source of irritation to pet-allergic humans? Glands in
the animal's skin secrete tiny allergy-triggering proteins, called
allergens, that linger in the animal's fur but also float easily in
the air. Allergens are present in the animal's saliva and urine,
too, and may become airborne when saliva dries on the fur.
The severity of reaction to these allergens varies from one
person to the next, ranging from mild sniffling and sneezing to
life-threatening asthma, and can be complicated by
simultaneous allergies to other irritants in the environment.
If your or a family member's allergies are simply miserable,
but not life-threatening, take these steps to reduce the
symptoms:
∗

∗

Create an "allergy free" zone in the home—preferably the
bedroom—and strictly prohibit the pet's access to it. Use a
high-efficiency HEPA air cleaner (available at almost any
home and garden store or discount department store) in the
bedroom. Consider using impermeable covers for the
mattress and pillows because allergen particles brought
into the room on clothes and other objects can accumulate
in them.
Use HEPA air cleaners throughout the rest of the home,
and avoid dust-and-dander-catching furnishings such as
cloth curtains and blinds and carpeted floors. Clean
frequently and thoroughly to remove dust and dander,
washing articles such as couch covers and pillows,

∗

∗

∗
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curtains, and pet beds. Use a "microfilter" bag in the
vacuum cleaner to effectively catch all the allergens.
Bathing your pet on a weekly basis can reduce the level of
allergens on fur by as much as 84%. Although products are
available that claim to reduce pet allergens when sprayed
on the animal's fur, studies show they are less effective
than a weekly bath. Even cats can become accustomed to
being bathed; check with your veterinarian's staff or a good
book on pet care for directions about how to do this
properly, and use whatever shampoo your veterinarian
recommends.
Don't be quick to blame the family pet for allergies. Ask
your allergist to specifically test for allergies to pet dander,
rather than making an assumption. And understand that
allergies are cumulative. Many allergy sufferers are
sensitive to more than one allergen. So if you're allergic to
dust, insecticides, pollen, cigarette smoke, and cat dander,
you'll need to reduce the overall allergen level in your
environment by concentrating on all of the causes, not just
the pet allergy. For example, you may need to step up
measures to remove cat dander from your home and
carefully avoid cigarette smoke during spring, when it is
difficult to avoid exposure to pollen.
Immunotherapy (allergy shots) can improve symptoms but
cannot eliminate them entirely. They work by gradually
desensitizing a person's immune system to the pet
allergens. Allergy-causing proteins are injected under the
person's skin, triggering the body to produce antibodies
(protective proteins) which block the pet allergen from
causing a reaction. Patients are usually given one dose per
week for a few weeks to months (depending on the severity
of the allergy) and then can often manage with one
injection per month.

Additional treatments for allergies to pets are symptomatic,
including steroidal and antihistamine nose sprays and
antihistamine pills. For asthma, there are multiple medications,
sprays, and inhalers available. It is important to find an allergist
who understands your commitment to living with your pet. A
combination of approaches—medical control of symptoms,
good housecleaning methods, and immunotherapy—is most
likely to succeed in allowing an allergic person to live with
pets.
Of course, if you do not currently have a pet and are
considering one, and know you are pet-allergic, be sure to
consider carefully whether you can live with the allergy before
you bring a new pet home. Except in the case of children, who
sometimes outgrow allergies, few allergy sufferers become
accustomed to pets to whom they are allergic. Too many
allergic owners obtain pets without thinking through the
difficulties of living with them. And too often, they end up
relinquishing pets, a decision that is difficult for the owner and
can be life-threatening for the pet.

This article reprinted with permission from the Humane
Society of the United States, located online at www.hsus.org.
This article is copyright © HSUS, 2003. All rights reserved.
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Be Mosquito Smart
By FL Division of Emergency Management

∗
∗

Tips To Preventing Mosquito-borne Diseases
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Horses should be stabled inside during peak mosquito
feeding times which are dawn and dusk.
Use of mosquito resistant structures such as well
maintained insect screening and fans may reduce potential access of mosquitoes to equine and other livestock hosts.
Insect repellents approved for use on horses may be
of some value in decreasing exposure, however there
are limitations due to limited duration of effectiveness
of some formulations under certain conditions (e.g.
rain, perspiration).

There are various diseases (Malaria, Encephalitis, Dengue ∗
Fever, and Yellow Fever) that are transmitted by mosquitos. Living in Florida, we can never truly be mosquitofree, but we can be mosquito smart. There are simple
actions that we can take to reduce our risk of infection from
one of these mosquito-borne diseases.
Horse owners are encouraged to contact their veterinarian
immediately should they notice any signs or symptoms of
PROTECT YOURSELF
Encephalitis infection in their horses, especially those exQ. Is there a human vaccine against encephalitis? hibiting neurological signs. -Source: Department of Agriculture and
A. No, but several companies are working towards devel- Consumer Services
oping a vaccine.
PROTECT YOUR PETS

Q. What can I do to reduce my risk of becoming infected? Q. How do dogs or cats become infected with West Nile
A. Anything that you do that reduces your exposure to virus?
mosquitos will reduce your risk:
A. The same way humans become infected—by the bite of
infectious mosquitoes.
∗ Remove all potential sources of stagnant water in
which mosquitoes might breed.
Q. What can I do to reduce my pets' risk of becoming in∗ Stay indoors at dawn, dusk, and in the early evening.
fected?
∗ Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants whenever you A. By reducing your pets' exposure to mosquitos you will
are outdoors.
reduce its risk:
∗ Spray clothing with repellents containing permethrin or
DEET since mosquitoes may bite through thin clothing.
∗ Apply insect repellent sparingly to exposed skin. An ∗ Remove all potential sources of stagnant water around
your home in which mosquitoes might breed.
effective repellent will contain 35% DEET (N,N-diethyl∗
Your pets should be kept inside during peak mosquito
meta-toluamide). DEET in high concentrations (greater
feeding
times which are dawn and dusk.
than 35%) provides no additional protection.
∗ Repellents may irritate the eyes and mouth, so avoid
applying repellent to the hands of children. Whenever You are encouraged to contact your veterinarian if you are
you use an insecticide or insect repellent, be sure to concerned about the health of your pets.
read and follow the manufacturer's DIRECTIONS FOR
PREPARE YOUR HOME
USE, as printed on the product.
Note: Vitamin B and "ultrasonic" devices are NOT effective ∗
in preventing mosquito bites - Source: Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention

∗

PROTECT YOUR HORSES
Q. Is there an equine vaccine against encephalitis?

A. Vaccines are now available for both Eastern Equine ∗
Encephalitis and West Nile Virus. Please check with your
local veterinarian for more information.

Remove all potential sources of stagnant water in
which mosquitoes might breed. Mosquitoes can breed
in any puddle that lasts more than four days.
Water buckets, water troughs, wading pools, bird
baths, wheelbarrows, clogged roof gutters, discarded
tires, plastic containers or any water-holding container
should be cleaned or emptied on a weekly basis.
Drill holes in the bottom of containers that are left outof-doors, turn over wheelbarrows, aerate ornamental
pools and stock them with fish or chlorinate them.

Q. What can I do to reduce my horses' risk of becoming
infected?
A. Anything that you do that reduces your horses' exposure to mosquitos will reduce its risk:

http://www.floridadisaster.org/mosquito_smart.htm

∗

Division of Emergency Management
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100 850.413.9900

Remove all potential sources of stagnant water in
which mosquitoes might breed.

www.floridadisaster.org
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When is a Dog a Wolf … or a Wolf a Dog?
By Kim Miles, FLA Editor, & Al Mitchell, FLA President
Simply put, the dog is a domesticated wolf. The operative word here is “domesticated.” Dr. Robert K.
Wayne, canid evolutionary biologist and geneticist at
the University of California-Davis, came to the following conclusion regarding the genetic relationship between wolves and dogs: “Dogs are gray wolves, despite
their diversity in size and proportion” (Wayne, 1993).
Furthermore, genetic studies show that “[t]he domestic
dog is an extremely close relative of the gray wolf, differing from it by at most 0.2% of mtDNA sequence.... In
comparison, the gray wolf differs from its closest wild
relative, the coyote, by about 4% of mitochondrial DNA
sequence” (Wayne, 1993).
This and other genetic studies have resulted in the
reclassification of the dog from Canis familiaris to
Canis lupus familiaris in Mammal Species of the World
(Wilson & Reeder, 1993), a book published by the
American Society of Mammalogists and the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., the primary
accepted reference on the mammal species of the world.
Although the reclassification of the dog is supported by
genetic and a wide variety of other evidence, it has
caused some confusion. The dog is technically not a subspecies of gray wolf, sharing equal status with the timber wolf (Canis lupus occidentalis) or the arctic wolf
(Canis lupus arctos); rather, population geneticists tend
to view it as a domestic variant of the wolf:
The use of subspecies names to describe geographic
variants does not fit very well as a description of
domesticated forms. ‘Variant’ probably is a good
term to use. Some domesticated forms have been so
modified that they are…considered to be full species
(albeit human-created ones)…. However, domestic
dogs can certainly interbreed freely with wild
wolves. To make things a bit more confusing, dogs
have been domesticated a few times, so that domestic breeds are more closely related to some wolves
than they are to some other domestic breeds.
Hence, a subspecific name for domestic dogs could
be especially misleading. (Pollak, 2000)
DOG: THE DOMESTIC WOLF
It is a popular belief that as mammals grow, they
also develop; however, this isn’t entirely accurate. Wild
wolves pass through several well-defined stages in life,
from the fetus to the neonate to the juvenile and finally
to the adult stage. Like human teenagers, young wolves
in the juvenile stage vacillate between behaviors specific to neonates and behaviors specific to adults. However, a dog’s mental and emotional development does

not progress past the juvenile stage. This phenomenon is called neoteny and is defined as the process
whereby an animal’s development is arrested prior to
the animal becoming an ‘adult’. In other words, the
domestic dog retains its ‘juvenile’ emotional and mental characteristics into ‘adulthood’.
Because wolves progress to the adult stage and
leave the neonatal and juvenile stages behind in the
maturation process, they are naturally more developed than dogs. They have a stronger selfpreservation instinct and a “more rapid cognitive development than … dogs” (Frank & Frank 1982). On
the other hand, the behavior of adult dogs is arrested
at the juvenile stage, allowing them to be able to mix
neonatal and adult behaviors, calling on one type of
behavior or another as the situation warrants. For
example, the dog “solicits care, begs for food, and sits
around at a rendezvous point waiting for ‘parents’ to
show up with food [neonatal behavior], and at the
same time will eye and chase a ball [adult predatory
behavior]” (Coppinger & Schneider, 1995). Simply
put, dog behavior is watered-down wolf behavior.
THE WOLFDOG: A SOURCE OF CONFUSION
The 1990’s saw a rapid rise in the public’s interest in wolf-dog crosses (henceforth referred to as wolfdogs). As a result of this increased interest, we have
seen more and more of these animals being sold in
newspapers and online, walking in our parks, and
visiting our vet clinics. Unfortunately, many of these
animals—whose owners proudly claim that they are
wolf “hybrids”—are nothing more than mixed-breed
dogs with as much recent wolf ancestry as Golden
Retrievers.
On the flip side, many wolfdog owners intentionally portray their animals as dogs. Sometimes this is
done to avoid possible legal repercussions of wolfdog
ownership. However, most often this misrepresentation of wolfdogs as dogs is done to minimize problems
that can arise when trying to get their animals vaccinated for rabies. Currently, wolves and wolfdogs are
not approved for rabies vaccination and, while health
departments often encourage vaccination, some veterinarians erroneously believe that the lack of approval means that the vaccine will not work on
wolves and wolfdogs.
With the misrepresentation of dogs as wolfdogs
and the misrepresentation of wolfdogs as dogs, is it
any wonder that veterinarians, Animal Control personnel, and average citizens find it difficult to determine what is or is not a wolfdog?
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PHENOTYPING WOLFDOGS
Florida Lupine Association (FLA) is often called
to evaluate animals in Animal Control shelters, Humane Society shelters, and veterinarians’ offices. This
identification process is called phenotyping, which is
the science (or art) of determining the wolf content in
an animal—if any—based upon its looks and behavior. Because it is not an exact science, phenotyping
can be very difficult to perform with any accuracy.
However, since there are no conclusive genetic tests
that can determine if an animal is a wolf, dog, or
wolfdog, phenotyping is the next best thing.
Unfortunately, veterinarians or shelter workers
unaccustomed to dealing with wolves and wolfdogs on
a regular basis—and untrained in phenotyping
wolves and wolfdogs—will sometimes erroneously
label a dog as a wolfdog. This is a problem encompassing all of North America. For example, in 2000,
Animal Control officers confiscated and destroyed a
Texas man’s champion malamute because a neighbor
had complained about the “wolf” next door; though
wolfdogs are legal to own in Texas, they were illegal
in his county. The case was settled out of court.
In August 2001, Dwayne Gauthier lost his pet
Siberian Husky due to a similar erroneous determination. Three weeks after his dog, Kiley, had escaped
from his yard, Gauthier received word that someone
had found her a week earlier and had turned her over
to the town’s Animal Control. When Gauthier tried
claiming his dog, he learned that Animal Control had
declared it a wolf and had contacted Alberta (Canada)
Environment officers. After searching Kiley for a tag
or tattoo and finding none, the Environment Officers
concurred with Animal Control and decided that, as a
wolf, she should be ‘released’ back into the wild. Alberta Natural Resource Services officer Stuart Polege
explained to the press that Kiley was mistakenly released into the wild approximately 15 miles from Edson, Alberta. Gauthier never found his dog.
Fewer mistakes might be made pertaining to
wolfdogs if those who specialize in these animals—
wolf sanctuary owners, Fish & Game personnel,
and/or wolf and wolfdog organizations—are contacted
to verify that an animal is or is not a regulated wolfdog. Although phenotyping is not an exact science, it
is the best available method for identifying wolfdogs—but only when performed by those experienced
in phenotyping these animals.
FLA can be a useful resource for help in evaluating possible wolf heritage, and is willing to assist if
requested. For assistance or for more information
about wolves and wolfdogs, email FLA at
info@floridalupine.org or FAX to 941-629-0761. For
more information about wolfdogs or to download free
educational materials, visit our website at
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www.floridalupine.org. FLA also publishes a quarterly
newsletter and would be happy to add any FACA member to the mailing list.
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This article was written for publication in the Fall 2003 newsletter of the Florida Animal Control Association (FACA). It was
an invited article. This article is copyright © FLA, 2003. All
rights reserved.

The family's dog was bought as a guard,
Chained to a post in a chilly backyard,
Housed in a shed that was airless and dark,
And every few weeks it had a run in the park.
When boredom set in with no fun and no work,
One day it broke loose and went quietly berserk.
Pa couldn't fathom just why it went wild,
As it flattened his wife and then bit his child.
The police were called in to sort out the mess,
And the whole sorry tale was revealed by the press.
The rescue society was really annoyed,
So the dog was re-homed and the OWNERS destroyed!
~Anonymous
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Effective Responses to Animal Neglect or Abuse
By Pam Thompson, Vice President of Lupine Legacy & FLA Member
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If you observe animal abuse or neglect, it may
seem obvious that you should contact the authorities.
Occasionally this is the best option; however, alternatives often exist that are worth considering.
Many animals that enter Animal Control are
euthanized, particularly large dog breeds and mixes.
Wolf-like animals and animals that have been neglected and/or abused are often deemed unadoptable
and are summarily put to sleep or languish interminably in a small kennel because there are more animals
in rescue than there are homes to take them. Rescue
agencies and sanctuaries are full, and there simply is
nowhere else for these animals to go.
Therefore, we must be creative, coming up with
alternative solutions to rescue that will help the animals. The following are a few suggestions that you can
follow to help.
Get Involved.
Do not assume that someone already knows about
and will take care of the situation. All too often, horrible cases are discovered and it becomes apparent that
many people knew something was wrong but did not
get involved because they believed it was none of their
business or that someone else must already have taken
action. In addition, they may erroneously believe that
one voice can make no difference—but it very well
could.
Determine if there is a problem and understand
its nature.
Be certain there really is a problem before you do
anything. It is easy to start bureaucratic intervention
but almost impossible to stop it once the wheels have
been set in motion.
No facility should be judged on a single visit.
Things may appear one way on a given day, yet may be
completely different at other times. Therefore, it is imperative for you verify that the problem is continuous
and not a single, isolated incident.
If you hear about poor conditions at a pet owner’s
home and are unable to assess the situation for yourself, you should verify the accuracy of the information
given, making sure that it is factual and unbiased.
Be certain that your grievance is objective, rational, and based on empirical evidence, not on hearsay or your personal feelings about the owners or
breeds involved.

Confirm that the animals are authentically neglected. Being dirty does not constitute neglect, nor
does being at a different weight than you consider
ideal—unless the animal is grossly underweight or
obese. The following items may constitute neglect:
* Inadequate veterinary care
* Inadequate nutrition
* Inadequate containment or animals getting loose
* Inadequate space
* Inadequate enrichment
* Excessive breeding
Check the state, county and municipal ordinances where the animals are located.
This can be done by contacting each entity and
asking them for a copy of the local animal ordinances.
Most ordinances are also available on the Internet. In
fact, most county/municipal codes for all fifty states
can be found at http://www.municode.com.
Talk to the owner.
Things are not always as they seem. Try to understand the owner’s position, by objectively listening
prior to reaching any conclusions. Most people love
their animals and want to do what is best. In addition,
they may simply be unaware of the problem—or aware
but unable to find a solution. If you find it difficult to
be calm and effective, enlist the help of someone who
is. Look for common ground and effective solutions,
remembering that we all make mistakes or find ourselves overwhelmed sometimes.
Educate and assist the owner.
Be part of the solution by turning a bad owner into
a good owner. Voice your concerns in a reasonable
manner and see if you can find a middle ground that
will satisfy everyone concerned. Be an advocate for the
animals.
Propose realistic and effective solutions to the
problems. You need to have discrete and achievable
goals that will clearly resolve the failures and measurably improve the animals’ lives.
If physical labor is needed, offer to assist or enlist
community involvement. Try contacting neighbors,
local high school groups such as the FFA, animal rescue groups, church groups, or the Boy Scouts.
(Continued on page 11)
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FLA Policy Statement on New Fiscal Year Memberships
The Florida Lupine Association’s (FLA) Board of Directors (BOD) has revised the annual memberships for all FLA
Members so that they follow FLA’s fiscal year—July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year memberships will not only alleviate problems currently experienced by FLA’s Secretary, but they will also financially benefit the organization. The
BOD offers the following justification for switching to fiscal year memberships:
? The join/expiration date for the bulk of the FLA membership is already near or at the beginning of our fiscal year,
so the majority of our Members will not be affected at all by a change to fiscal year membership.
? It’s extremely difficult for the Secretary to keep up with who joined when and to send the letters out to individual
Members in a timely fashion so that they know their memberships are expiring or have expired. Previously, up to
three renewal letters were sent out to Members just prior to and sometimes following the expiration of their annual membership. Switching to a fiscal year membership will allow all memberships to come due at the same
time, thereby permitting the Secretary to send out membership renewal notices at the same time every year.
? Fiscal year memberships will make it easier for Members to remember when their memberships expire because
everyone’s membership will expire at the same time.
? Previously, when welcome packets were sent to new Members, the Secretary included a sampling of previous
newsletters. Under fiscal year membership, new Members will receive all previous newsletters from the beginning of the fiscal year during which they join. Thus, there will be no difference in service to new Members.
? Fiscal year memberships will allow renewal notices to be inserted into the newsletters, thereby saving the Secretary lots of work and saving FLA money because the notices will no longer need to be sent out in a separate
mailing.
? If new Members join during the Spring Rendezvous—which is historically the time of year when most new Members join FLA—they will be rolled forward to the next fiscal year, starting July 1. This is an added benefit for new
Members joining during the Spring Rendezvous.
? All new Members joining between the Spring Rendezvous (occurring at the end of April or beginning of May) and
June 30 will automatically be rolled forward to the next fiscal year.
? Fiscal year memberships will have no effect on the Treasurer’s duties, on the year -end financial summary, or on
the paperwork that must be sent to the IRS at the end of each fiscal year.

husbandry techniques, by providing ble, we will rarely face these situainformation about low-cost spay and tions again. Until then, we must
If financial resources are re- neuter facilities, and by helping with police ourselves.
quired, find people in the commu- the placement of excess animals.
Most Animal Control facilities
nity willing to have a garage or
are understaffed and overwhelmed,
bake sale, donating some or all of Contact authorities.
so calling the authorities may not
the proceeds to helping the individresolve the problem. In addition, it
If the owner refuses to remedy is too easy for the person to get
ual. Talk to building supply companies about donating or discounting the problem, you may then be forced more animals or to move to another
fencing materials. Local prisons to notify the authorities and accept location and repeat the pattern of
might donate old fencing or labor, the outcome of your decision. Before abuse and neglect. It is far more
while construction crews often al- you take this action, consider that effective to educate and support the
low people to keep the fencing used the animals may end up in rescue or owners, helping them to become
to cordon off construction sites once euthanized. Be certain that such a caring and responsible owners.
scenario is better than the animals’
they have finished.
Provide the owners with educa- present circumstances. However, betional materials—pamphlets, fore you contact the authorities, try
books, websites, seminars, videos, to arrange as many potential homes Article printed with permission from
magazines, etc. Encourage them to as possible so that any seized ani- Pam Thompson, VP of Lupine Legbecome more active in the commu- mals will have homes waiting.
acy (LL), a wolfdog organization in
The best tool against neglect and Texas. For more information on LL,
nity of excellence that exists
abuse is education. If we can educate go to http://lupinelegacy.org. Artiamong serious animal lovers.
You may also help in other and encourage breeders to screen cle edited by Roland Sonnenburg .
ways, by demonstrating superior carefully and owners to be responsi(Continued from page 10)
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Howl-A-Ween
Camp-Out:
Oct. 10 - 12
Seacrest Wolf Preserve, owned
by FLA Members, Cynthia and
Wayne Watkins, is hosting its annual
Howl-A-Ween camp-out October 1012. The wolf preserve is located in
Chipley, Florida.
The public is invited to camp out
on the 400+ acre preserve from Friday night through Sunday for this
fundraiser full of family fun. People
can bring not only their dogs, but
also their horses and ride through
hundreds of acres of woodland trails.
Hay rides, games and entertainment will be provided. A bonfire will
allow everyone to roast marshmallows. Vendors and food will abound.
Prizes will be awarded to the best
costumes and the best pumpkin carving.
The Howl-A-Ween camp-out is
merely one of many educational, yet
fun, outreach programs that Seacrest
Wolf Preserve participates in.
Seacrest is deeply committed to
educating the public about wolves.
Seacrest teaches tolerance and respect, which, in turn, fosters
wolf/human co-habitation.
Cynthia and Wayne Watkins and
other volunteers not only host events
on the preserve but also travel together with their wolf ambassadors
to many locations in Florida, Alabama and Georgia.
The interaction with the public is
very rewarding and encouraging to
Cynthia and Wayne. They have seen
firsthand that the American people,

Cynthia and Wayne Watkins
Seacrest Wolf Preserve, Inc.
3449 Bonnett Pond Road
Chipley, Florida 32428
www.seacrestwolfpreserve.org
mail@seacrestwolfpreserve.org
850-773-2897 - Phone
850-773-2897 - Fax

as a whole, want desperately to keep
the wild alive, and that there is great
compassion for wolves and their
struggle to survive.
Seacrest Wolf Preserve has also
joined with the Timber Wolf Alliance
(http://www.northland.edu/soei/ti
mber_wolf.html ) to promote
“National Wolf Awareness Week”
each fall in the tri-state area
(Florida-Alabama-Georgia).
This effort has been successful
by drawing the public’s attention to
the wolf and its plight through tele-

vision, newspaper and public appearances.
Cynthia and Wayne have also
traveled to Colorado to attend conferences such as the “Carnivore 2000
Convention” and “The Rocky Mountain Wolf Conference.”
By attending conferences such as
these, they remain current on pertinent information relative to wolf
education. In addition, the interaction with individuals involved with
other wolf organizations around the
country has been very rewarding.

Experience a Howl-A-Ween Weekend
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Hay rides
Games
Prizes
Entertainment
Great food available
Pet & photograph baby wolves
Beautiful, primitive camping areas
Giant bonfire & marshmallow roast
Howl with the wolves on the full moon
Pumpkin carving & costume contests on Saturday
Walk or ride hundreds of acres of woodland trails (BYO Horse)

Adults: $10
Children ages 3 - 12: $5
Children under 3: Free
PETS ALLOWED: Proof of current shots required; pets must be
contained on a leash at all times.
All donations are tax deductible and will be used
for wolf care and fencing for a new 3-acre enclosure.
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Pets Can Pose Health Threat, Officials Warn
Florida Department of Agriculture—Press Release
State veterinary, health and
wildlife officials have urged Floridians to insist on obtaining health
certificates before purchasing or
importing any pets—especially in
the case of exotic animals.
The caution was issued jointly
by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the
Florida Department of Health
(DOH) and the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC) in the wake of human cases
of monkeypox in the Midwestern
states.
“We are finding that more and
more animal diseases can be transferred to humans, so it is imperative
that an animal has a clean bill of
health before purchasing it, “ said
Florida Agriculture Commissioner

M
A
P
T
O

S
E
A
C
R
E
S
T

Charles H. Brosnon, who oversees
the State Veterinarian’s Office.
Brosnon’s office has asked all
veterinarians in Florida to be on
the lookout for prairie dogs, rodents
or rabbits—animals associated
with the outbreak of monkeypox in
the Midwest.
Human monkeypox is a rare,
zoonotic viral disease (i.e., a disease
that can be transmitted from animals to humans) that occurs primarily in the rain forest countries
of Central and West Africa. It is a
member of the orthopox family of
viruses. In humans, infection with
monkeypox virus results in a rash
illness similar to smallpox, but less
infectious. Monkeypox in humans
is not usually fatal. The incubation
period is about 12 days.

People can get monkeypox from
an infected animal through a bite
or direct contact with the infected
animal’s blood, body fluids, or lesions. Symptoms include fever,
cough, headache, myalgia, rash or
lymph node enlargement within
three weeks after contact with infected animals.
Before buying a pet from any
source, officials say, make sure it
has a health certificate indicating
that it is in good health. Importing
animals from another state requires what is known as an Official
Certificate of Veterinary Inspection
(OCVI), issued by a licensed and
USDA-accredited veterinarian
from the state from which the pet
was sent.
Before buying or importing an
exotic animal—such as rodents,
reptiles, deer, big cats, wolves or
zoo animals—check with the Florida State Veterinarian’s Office
(850) 410-0900 and the FWC (850)
488-6253 to determine whether it
is legal to own or import such animals and whether there are conditions regarding licensing and possession.
Officials say it is critically important to avoid letting exotic animals go free as they may harbor
diseases that could be a threat to
wildlife. It is also illegal to release
these animals into the wild.
For more information about
monkeypox or other zoonotic diseases, visit the CDC website at
www.cdc.gov or call 1-888-2462675.

This Press Release appeared in the
Florida Market Bulletin, a publication of the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, July 2003 — Volume 46,
Number 7.
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This Quarter’s Hot Dog: Chinook
By J. Parker, FLA Member
There is a legend among the
Blackfoot tribe that the Great
South Wind had a small blind
daughter who lived hidden in the
mountains. During the heart of
winter, the daughter would leave
her safe hideaway to smile on her
frozen surroundings and a warm
down-slope wind would turn the
harsh winter into a brief spring.
This warm wind was called a Snow
Eater or "Chinook."
Chinook, my wolfdog, has been
like that warm wind on a wintry
day to me. She has refreshed my
life with her endless curiosity, her
eagerness to play, and her
penchant for orneriness. She
possesses an intelligence that
never ceases to amaze me,
unplugging extension cords before
she chews them, thinking that the
best place to be isn't inside the car
but on top of it, and willing to do
whatever it takes to get 100% of
my attention.
I never intended to get another
dog. A few months before I had

gotten Chinook, I had purchased a
“wolf cub” out of the Orlando
classifieds and, like many, I had
gotten taken. Even though I had
seen the mother, I was erroneously
told by the seller that the father had
been a wolfdog, too. As my first pup
(Yukon) grew, it was very obvious
that, if he was a wolfdog, you
certainly couldn't tell by looking at
him. In fact, a wolfdog breeder told
me to put him down because he
was a Sharpei/wolf mix and would
grow into a dangerous adult. I was
heartbroken.
When a neighbor told me about a
legitimate wolfdog breeder, Vicki
Spencer, in Florida and her wolfdogs,
I took Yukon up to see her. Vicki
correctly told me that he showed no
signs of becoming an aggressive
animal—wolfdog or not. Her many
years of experience put my fears at
ease, and Yukon has lived up to be
the gentle giant this wolfdog breeder
had predicted. After we spoke, I was
generously shown Vicki’s enclosures
and met her wolfdogs. There in a pen
with grandfather Cloud Tracker was
a little ball of fur only a few weeks
old, and I knew the moment I saw
her that my life was about to change.
Chinook

YUKON

The ride home was an
experience. Newly introduced,
Chinook and Yukon had to come to a
dominance understanding and there
was a pretty vocal confrontation in
the back of the station wagon all the
way home. I wondered then if I had
made a major mistake. But somehow
over time, they worked things out
and are now absolutely inseparable.
Mom and I sit outside in the
evenings just to watch them play and
I have learned how important it is
for wolfdogs to have companions and
plenty of room to run. I know how

CHINOOK
lonely they would be without each
other and how tired I would be
trying to give them as much
playtime as they needed.
Four years have passed and
every day I am learning a little
more about these wonderful Godgiven creatures and how they
think, respond, and enjoy just
being with you wherever you are.
Having
wolfdogs is an
unforgettable, joyous experience.
In fact, I say it's a lot like a warm
Chinook wind on a cold wintry day.

This section of the FLA newsletter is
dedicated to spotlighting FLA members
and their animals. If you would like to
see your animal featured, please send a
400-650 word article about your dog
and pictures of your dog to FLA at
info@floridalupine.org. If you would
prefer snail mailing it, please send it to
Rob Mathews (352-591-0549) at
P.O. Box 84
McIntosh, FL 32664
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Preventing Health Problems in Your Dog/Wolfdog
By Dr. Alexander Villarreal
Dog ownership carries with it the responsibility of being ∗
proactive in health care. Take these steps to prevent ∗
health problems:
∗
∗ Take your dog to the veterinarian at least once a ∗
year for a thorough physical examination.
∗
∗ Keep your dog's vaccinations current.
∗
∗ Keep plenty of fresh water available and monitor its ∗
consumption.
∗
∗ Feed your dog a diet that is appropriate for its age, ∗
weight, activity level and health condition.
∗
∗ In multiple dog households, make sure some dogs
aren't preventing others from access to food and
water.
∗
∗ Note any changes in your dog's urine output or stool
consistency.
∗
∗ Brush your dog's coat thoroughly to prevent matting.
∗ Clip nails regularly to prevent overgrowth.
∗
∗ Weigh your pet on the same scale at least every 60 ∗
days and keep record of the results.
∗
Detecting Early Signs of Disease in your Dog/Wolfdog

∗
∗
Some early signs of disease are so subtle they may ∗
not seem important. If diseases are caught in their early
stages, the treatment success rate is much higher. If ∗
your dog exhibits any of the following signs, you should
have your veterinarian examine it:
∗

A sustained or marked increase in water
consumption (an abnormal intake is greater than 50
ml/lb/day)

A sustained or marked increase in urination
A marked decrease in appetite or failure to eat for more
than two consecutive days
Substantial weight loss or weight gain
A marked increase in appetite
Repeated vomiting
Diarrhea that lasts more than three days
Difficulty in passing stool or urine
Inappropriate urination or defecation
Lameness
A noticeable decrease in vision, especially if sudden
onset or if the dog's pupils do not get smaller in bright
light
Masses, open sores, or multiple scabs on your dogs
skin that persist for more than a week
Foul mouth odor or drooling that lasts for more than
two days
Increasing size of abdomen
Increased time spent sleeping or excessive activity
Generalized or localized hair loss, especially if
accompanied by scratching
Breathing heavily or rapidly at rest, or coughing.
Inability to chew or eat dry food
Any changes in behavior (destructiveness, irritability,
restlessness)
Excessive discharge from the eyes or nose or foul odor
from the ears
Dr. Alexander Villarreal
Animal Clinic Town Center
17928 Toledo Blade Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Two More Florida Malaria Cases Confirmed
Palm Beach County Health Department—Press Release
PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLThe Palm Beach County Health Department confirmed the sixth and
seventh cases of malaria on 27 August 2003 in two men 17 and 48
years old from an area that includes
parts of Boynton Beach, West Palm
Beach and Western Lake Worth.
Both men are undergoing treatment
and are expected to get better. A
medical alert for all of Palm Beach
County for mosquito-borne diseases
(e.g., Malaria and West Nile Virus)
remains in effect.

During the medical alert mosquito control has been increasing its
aerial spraying and larvacidal
spraying in an effort to reduce the
mosquito population. All county
residents are being advised to avoid
mosquito bites. If a person has been
severely ill with high fever, vomiting, dizziness, headache and teeth
chattering shivers they should report to their doctor or nearest hospital.
Malaria is a parasitic disease
carried by the Anopheles mosquito

and can be treated. The symptoms
vary depending on which of the
four human malaria strains has
been contracted. All seven cases
have been confirmed to be the
Plasmodium vivax strain.
Precautions residents should
take include wearing long sleeves,
long pants and socks when outside
from dusk to dawn; using an insect repellant containing DEET;
draining any standing water from
around the house; and repairing
any broken screens or windows.
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Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1092
Brooksville, FL 34605-1092
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!
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