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Any canine, wolfdog or not, can be
fearful. Wolfdogs in particular often seem
to be more sensitive to stimuli than their
non-lupine
counterparts,
and
fear
reactions may be more frequent and/or
more intense. The word "skittish" is often
used in wolfdog circles to describe a
wolfdog who shows this type in sensitivity.
Early socialization to other canines,
children, places and things can go a long
way in preventing fear of those things later
in life. But let's face it, not all of us have
well socialized wolfdogs. Some are adult
rescues; some have been abused; and
some wolfdogs (especially high contents),
despite all the best socialization in the
world, still have fear issues.
The Face of Fear
Fear is a physiological, psychological
and emotional reaction to a stimulus. A
wolfdog who is fearful will exhibit specific
body language, which may include ears
pulled back, head lowered, and tail tucked.
Additionally, he may yawn, lick his lips, or
sniff the ground (see Understanding Body
Language and Signals). Pacing can also
be a sign of fear or anxiety. Strangely
enough, fear can look a lot less like being
afraid and a lot more like aggression.
Understandably, many people mistake the
former for the latter. For example, a
wolfdog who snarls or barks at another
animal may actually be afraid of that
animal, and that posturing is his way of
trying to get the animal to back off. A
wolfdog who is truly afraid may also try to
hide or flee the situation.
Never force your presence on, or
pursue physical interaction with a fearful
wolfdog. Besides making the fear worse, it
can be dangerous to you. Any animal that
is afraid can be dangerous.
For example, many people have been
bitten by their wolfdogs while trying to load
them into the car. The wolfdog was afraid,

the human forced the issue, and a bite was
the end result. A better approach is to
diffuse the situation at that moment, then
work on the cause of the problem when
things aren't so stressful.
Who's Afraid of the Big, Bad Human?
If your wolfdog is afraid of you, a family
member or visitors:
Don'ts:
* Don't hover over him. Wolfdogs are
especially fearful of things overhead.
* Don't wear dark sunglasses or hats.
Scary stuff to wolfdogs!
* Don't make fast movements or yell.
(That also means don't yell at your kids or
anyone else while your wolfdog is present.)
*Don't reach out for him. Allow him to
approach and sniff you.
Dos:
* Crouch down; turn your body and
face slightly away from your wolfdog.
(Head-on is a more threatening posture.)
* With an extremely fearful wolfdog
who you know to be no danger to you (i.e.
a young pup), lay on the floor and let him
approach.
* Keep your voice soothing, your
movements slow and small.
* Let your wolfdog see that you have
food treats, such as hot dogs. At any sign
of him approaching, toss a treat (with a
small motion) low to the ground, a bit away
from you. Work toward gradually tossing
them closer to you. Be patient. Do not toss
treats if he shows fearfulness --- you don't
want to reward that behavior.
* Leave something with your scent on
it, such as a t-shirt or sweatshirt you've just
worn (or a towel you've carried under your
arm) in the area your wolfdog rests in.
Some wolfdogs are afraid of one
particular family member, often the man. If
this is the case, the person he is
(Continued on page 4)
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We would like to hear from our members! What
would you like to learn more about? Do you have an
animal with a specific medical condition and want to
learn more about it? Do you have a puppy or a senior
and would like to learn more about behavior? Do you
have specific questions you would like us to answer?
We will try to address your questions or concerns.
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From the Desk of the President

From the Desk of the Treasurer

By Mayo Wetterberg

By Andrea Bannon

This column’s news is not good. During the month
of August, two incidents occurred involving wolfdog
owners and Fish and Wildlife Commission (FWC)
officers. Both were dismal events, and, unfortunately,
indicate a serious shift in the interpretation of the new
wolfdog rules by field officers. The newly adopted rules I
am referring to concern a cross between a "wild" animal
and a domestic animal — in our case a wolf and a
domestic dog. The rule states that if the resulting cross
(wolfdog) is not distinguishable from the wild parent, it
will be treated (i.e. licensed) the same as the wild parent.
The intent of the rule change was to get away from
the unenforceable 75% rule, and only require class II
licenses for those animals truly indistinguishable from the
wild parent. This intent was good. Execution has been a
failure. Untrained field officers have “identified” as wolves
animals that are no more than 70-75% (MAX!) wolf, and
in some cases are closer to 60% wolf. Worse,
identification was made based on looks, and no behavior
traits (which in these two cases were doggie traits) were
considered. Those of you with “wolfy” looking or line bred
animals are at risk of having animals confiscated under
this misidentification.
I have talked to the law enforcement staff in
Tallahassee several times about this situation, and I am
having copies of the incident report concerning the
animal which was taken and relocated sent to me. While
the headquarters staff insists they are not changing the
way they enforce the hybrid rule, the evidence from the
field does NOT coincide with or support this message. I
have voiced an objection and complained that the
officers have no clue what they are looking at because
they have no training, certainly no documented, formal
training with an exam, or certification that they can
phenotype wolfdogs. If necessary, my next step will be to
communicate with the Commissioners of the Wildlife
Commission to officially request dissolution of the new
rule change. There are also several side issues
concerning the process of identifying and confiscating a
potential license-required animal that violate owners’
rights, and I am addressing these issues also. To FWC’s
credit, the Tallahassee staff IS listening and concerned,
and has been working internally on fixing some of the
process faults. But this is only small progress.
The bottom line is that each owner needs to assess
his or her own position. Until we can get the owners’
rights written and adhered to and actual training
administered to the field officers, your animal is at risk. If
you have a mid-high content, wolfy looking animal, you
need to do everything to remove the “W” from that animal
— on paper and verbally. This same information is going
out in the FLA Members forum online where I can more
adequately explain and track results and interactions with
FWC. Hopefully, by the next NL there will be resolution
and a lowering of the level of concern for owners.

We have closed another fiscal year, and I would
like to thank all of you who have kept your dues
current and to all who have donated to the FLA
General Fund and/or to the Disaster Relief Fund
specifically. We have been able to help some of our
members in the past with your generous donations.
The following is our income statement for our fiscal
year.
Income
Auction Proceeds
484.50
Disaster Funds
250.00
General Relief Fund
55.00
Dues
1131.00
Misc. Income
352.00
Total Income
2,272.50
Expense
Direct Costs
240.00
Total Cost of Goods Sold
240.00
Bank Charges
204.00
Copies
188.07
Disaster Relief
250.00
Fees - Pay Pal
2.65
Fl Corp Registration Fee
61.25
Licenses / Fees
28.00
Miscellaneous
146.97
Office Expenses
218.20
Postal Expenses
307.65
Printers
293.20
Rendezvous Expenses
128.49
Supplies
42.25
Trophies & Ribbons
196.33
Yahoo Fees
111.94
Total Expense
2,419.00
Net Income
(146.50)

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker
Although FLA has received informational requests via
email, we have not received mail out requests for any of
the educational packets listed below: (1) considerations
before acquiring a wolfdog; 2) wolfdog breeding and
breeder information; (3) containment and enrichment
information; (4) reading and understanding canine
behavior; and (5) canine domestication and genetics.
While all of the above information is provided on our
website (www.floridalupine.org), these packets are also
free to those who are interested in receiving them. If you
know of any individual or animal agency who would like a
wolfdog informational packet, please contact FLA at
info@floridalupine.org.
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comfortable with should sit in a room
with the wolfdog. Every time the
Scary person enters, the Safe
Person should start feeding the
wolfdog treats, while acting relaxed
and happy. When the Scary Person
leaves, so does the food. The
wolfdog will eventually come to
associate the person with good
things rather than with something to
be afraid of. This is not a onerepetition quick fix exercise, but a
process that should improve the
relationship
over
time.
(This
classical conditioning approach can
also be used to improve the
association your wolfdog has with
another canine member of the
household.)
The Terrible Two — Things
Not To Do
Two common mistakes that
people make when their wolfdog
shows fear are to correct him or to
reward him. Corrections usually
happen when a wolfdog's fear is
mistaken for aggression. For
example, a wolfdog who is afraid of
or not comfortable with other dogs
may show it by snarling, growling or
barking. This is often met with a jerk
on the collar and a sharp verbal
reprimand. That wolfdog now has
another bad association with other
dogs. He's probably thinking, I knew
they were bad news! And so the
problem worsens. And, if a wolfdog
shows
fear-based
"aggressive"
behavior that makes the other dog
retreat, the behavior will become
self-rewarding. After all, it worked.
The Scary Thing went away! The
proper way to handle this, if it does
happen, is to (quietly and with as
little fuss as possible) remove
yourself and your wolfdog to a
comfortable distance. This may
necessitate taking him out of the
area altogether. You would then,
having learned that your wolfdog is
not comfortable around other
canines in that particular situation or
at that close range, avoid it
happening again as best you can,
while work to desensitize him
gradually
to
it.
(More
on
desensitizing in a moment.)
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At the other end of the spectrum
are people who inadvertently reward
fearful behavior by cooing soothingly,
"It's okay, don't be afraid." A soft,
reassuring voice, is rewarding those
wolfdogs; some even get petted.
Remember, a behavior that is
rewarded is more likely to happen
again. The proper thing to do if your
wolfdog shows obvious fear is —
nothing. Just stand there. You could
even lighten the situation a bit by
laughing, or saying in a light-hearted
way, "Oh silly, that's just the (insert
scary stimulus here)!" You are
conveying to your wolfdog that the
pack leader isn't afraid of that silly
thing, so he needn't be either.
A Little at a Time Is Effective
and Kind
A kind, effective way to address
fear issues is desensitization.
Desensitization your wolfdog to
whatever he is afraid of involves a
very gradual increase in exposure to
the stimulus (heretofore referred to
by the highly technical term, "Scary
Thing") at low, comfortable levels.
Exposure is paired with positive
rewards so that the wolfdog's
perception of the Scary Thing
changes to one of it being a Good
Thing. (Yep, another hi-tech term.)
As the wolfdog gets comfortable with
the low level of exposure, the level is
raised gradually over time, until the
Scary Thing no longer elicits a fear
response. Desensitization is not just
for objects, canines or people that
your wolfdog may be afraid of.
Maybe your wolfdog has a fear of
you clipping his nails. Or is he afraid
of riding in the car? Does he freak
out when you try to put a leash on
him? All of these things, and many
more, can be addressed by using
desensitization techniques. One thing
we get started... Please realize that
desensitization can be a slow
process. Patience is mandatory.
Don't move through the steps too
quickly, or you'll be back to square
one.
Excerpt from Wolfdogs A - Z by Nicole
Wilde, the chapter on Fear Issues Wolfdogs
A - Z can be purchased from Phantom
Publishers http://www.phantompub.com
Copyright © 2010 National Wolfdog Alliance
& Nicole Wilde. Reprinted as a courtesy and
with permission from National Wolfdog.
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Spooky: The Fastest Wolf
in the West
By Deeanna Croasmun
Spooky, the wolfdog, has been attending the Sunday 1/4 mile drag races at
Wendover Raceway for eight years. She
really likes the cars and doesn’t mind the
noise at all. All the people love to see her.
She is thrilled about visiting with people
at the races and making new friends, but
nobody gets to touch her, because Spooky
doesn’t like to be petted.
One of Spooky’s favorite things to do
at the races is stand on a table and howl in
the building where the racers sign up and
check their times. Spooky can really sing,
and she loves to show off her wide tonal
range when she has an audience.
Spooky also likes to check out the old
cars at the track. She has never shown an
interest in new cars. Here she is inspecting a 1937 Dodge that drove 500 miles

from Colorado to race on August
15th. Spooky has excellent taste in old
cars.
But Spooky’s biggest claim to fame
at Wendover Raceway, was when she
made a record run down the track in
2005. Devan, my daughter, wanted to see
how fast Spooky could run as we were
surprised that she never had any problems
when it came to catching jackrabbits in
hot pursuit.
During one of the races, Spooky became the main event. Devan got in the
back of a truck, set off down the track,
and started calling her, while I lined
Spooky up at the starting line. I let her go
and the timing system clocked her at a top
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speed of 42.33 mph before Spooky caught up with the truck
and jumped in the back.
T h e
crowd
w e n t
wild as
we announced
Spooky
as "The
Fastest
Wolf in
t h e
West."
Since
then her
record
run has
become a legend at Wendover Raceway.
Copyright © 2010, Deeanna Croasmun

Winter Wolf Syndrome
By Paul Farrari
In my opinion, winter wolf syndrome is a born behavior. Some wolves show it; some don't. The more social
the animal is the more likely it will show WWS. Shyer
animals will not show it as much, the reason being, the
more social, the more confident the animal is and, therefore, less intimidated by his human pack mate. The shyer
animal with less confidence will not mount the courage
for an attack. I have one of each.
Twoee you all know about, very social and lots of
courage. (G) and Loafer, Hi %, first generation, very shy,
and a lack of courage. Loafer always handled WWS by
completely ignoring me. Loafer is an intact male never
bred; [he’s] 10 years old. I have to wait till summer to
have any real contact with him. In the winter. he will not
come to me for more than a scratch on his head and then
see ya.
Twoee,
on the other
hand,
was
neutered just
before
his
fourth birthday, after a
really
bad
winter
with
him. He is
now 8 years
old.
Each
Better known as Twoee
winter
after
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being neutered,
his
WWS has
gotten better, with last
winter being
the best. I
still have to
read
his
body
language before I go
into
the
compound in the winter but have learned how to distract
his focus into a better behavior.
As they get older, high first generations and pures
can and will change: Sometimes for the better, sometimes
for the worst. They can start stalking children or challenging people. There was never a more social animal than
Twoee; he never knew a stranger; now new people cannot go in with him.
The further you get away from a pure the more diluted
some behaviors get and the intensity goes down.
Born Behaviors: the behavior a wolf is born with; you
might be able to calm them down but you won't get rid of
them.
Learned Behaviors: what we teach them, and they
can be altered.
WWS: A social animal is a confident animal and more
apt to challenge. A shy animal is less confident animal
and less apt to challenge. Nothing is written in stone. This
is just my experience with Hi first generations and pures
and things I have learned at Wolf Park.
Sadly, after a long battle with cancer our beloved
friend Paul passed away at 10:40 pm on 1/31/01. He went
calmly in his sleep.
Copyright © 2010 National Wolfdog Alliance & Paul Farrari, whose
article appeared in a 2001 NWA Newsletter. Reprinted as a courtesy
and with permission from National Wolfdog Alliance.

Seasonal Aggression (WWS)
By Pam Thompson
Winter Wolf Syndrome, seasonal aggression, or whatever you want to call it, is caused by hormonal influence relating to breeding season.
Prior to sexual maturity, this is not a behavior that one
has to fear or that influences males (or females), nor is it a
behavior that mature wolves exhibit outside the breeding
season.
1. Wolves are NOT fertile year round.
2. True high contents do not reach sexual maturity
until they are two years of age (Some are even
older.)
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3. Not all males have seasonal aggression — regardless of content. (I.E., not all women do exhibit
the same amount of PMS.)
4. This is not a behavior that can be trained out, or
controlled; this is strictly hormonal and relates to
the endocrine system.
5. It doesn't matter how social they are, how well
trained they are, or how sweet they are the rest of
the year - an animal with seasonal aggression is
NOT the same animal you knew before hormones
kicked in and none of the other is going to help.
Not all bad behavior in males (or females) is because of "seasonal aggression."
1. If they are exhibiting bad behavior as puppies
prior to sexual maturity; it isn't seasonal aggression.
2. If they only act up once or twice during the
breeding season, but are otherwise sweet - it is
NOT seasonal aggression.
3. If they are spoiled and used to having their way,
it is NOT seasonal aggression.
4. If they are attacking you in July - it is NOT seasonal aggression.
When you see it, you will know it. Seasonal aggression turns an otherwise sweet loving animal into an animal that you no longer know. They suddenly seem to be
a foot taller, eyes seem to glow with a light from hell, and
they are flat out dangerous. You do not get between
them and their mate because your sweet loving companion is a ticking time bomb that has the potential to take
you down. They don't want you near them and their fuse
is about a millimeter long. You do NOT challenge them
at this time.
The best thing you can do while they are under hormonal influence is leave them alone. Anything you do
to "correct" their bad behavior can have long term effects that they may not forgive. This is not something
that you can train out. This is not something that you can
control. It is hormonal, and as long as the hormones are
there, the animals are going to be influenced by them.
The first year after the reach sexual maturity, they may
seem a little more aggressive, be a little less tolerant,
but each year thereafter, the behavior continues to build
during the breeding season until they reach peak breeding age.
Sexually mature males are not fertile year round nor
influenced by testosterone year round. Testosterone
begins to build in November, and continue to rise until about a month before females come into season
(Feb/March). Once the breeding season is over, the levels drop back to nothing. Prior to the breeding season,
their testicles are small about the size of a pecan or walnut - and as the levels build so does the size of their testicles.
I have a high content male with seasonal aggression. Here is what I see:
1. There are a few days in late October when he
comes to the fence head on with everything for-
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ward, his body language is stiff. (His body language
tells me to back off.) This is the time when I began
to be careful.
2. A week or so later, he reverts back to his old
loveable self for a short time, approaching the fence
sideways, he will squat and pee, everything is
down, etc. and he begs for attention. (Again — this
is very short lived.)
3. In late November, early December, he is still
standing sideways to me but head is up and there is
a stiffening of his body language: he hikes his leg
around instead of squatting; stiffness becomes
more intense and hackles start to rise until mid to
late December. (He still is exhibiting some submissive behaviors. but his stiffness let me know he has
a hair trigger and things can change in a heartbeat.)
4. From late January through the first of March, he
approaches with hackles raised, straight on, and
teeth showing. Some days he will come to the
fence, others, he will stand about 10 feet away and
you can hear a low rumble. (There is no sideways
access to his body. He leaves no doubt that he
wants nothing to do with me.) I would be a complete
idiot to mess with either him or his mate during that
time.)
5. Once breeding season ends, body language begins to reverse and by mid to late April, he is back
to leaning on the fence for me to scratch him and
even squats and pees upon his approach to me in
May. Once again — he is the animal that I know
and love.
My first experience with a high content that exhibited
seasonal aggression was when I started into a pen with a
friend's male. He charged me and had I not gotten out of
the pen, he would have attacked. I swear he looked like
an elephant coming at me. Less than a month before, I
could have taken a nap in his pen and he wouldn't bother
me. (This is an animal that exhibited extreme seasonal
aggression. The aggression had become more intense
each year. This incident was at the peak of his breeding years and he was a potential danger to anyone that
got near him.)
In a second instance, I went through a pen (again with
a male I knew) during the breeding season. I was about
half way across the pen when I noticed the male was circling me and that the circles continued to get smaller and
smaller. But it was the hard-eyed stare that let me know I
could be in trouble if I did anything wrong. Luckily, a fight
broke out in the next pen that distracted him long enough
for me to get out without incident. (This was VERY mild
aggression. Had there not been something to sidetrack
him, his behavior could have escalated quickly.)
Once breeding season is over — if you don't screw up
— then they will go back to normal and be their old lovable selves.
Copyright © 2010, Pam Thompson and printed with
permission.
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Moments in Time: A Photo
Gallery by Monty Sloan

February 2010

January 2010

March 2010

Looks as if it’s finally Spring
Copyright © 2010 Monty Sloan
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Thunderstorm Phobia
By the Staff of Oaks Veterinarian
Hospital
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A Pet’s Ten
Commandments
By Stan Rawlinson

Summer is [still] here and so are the afternoon thunderstorms. Fear of thunderstorms is common in dogs and
less common in cats. Fears can develop after a single
event or from continued exposure to a fearful stimulus.
Once a fear has developed it often gets worse over time
with repeated exposure and become a phobia. Phobias
develop when the response is greatly out of proportion to
the threat.
Signs of thunderstorm phobias include pacing, panting, trembling or shaking, dilated pupils, drooling, hiding,
seeking the owner, inappropriate urination or defecation,
expressing anal glands, and trying to escape (chewing
walls, digging, etc.)
Here are some tips to help keep your pet safe and
comfortable during thunderstorms.
● Keep pets indoors during storms.
● Create a safe haven. Many pets feel more comfortable in small spaces, like a bathroom, closet, or kennel.
● Turn on the TV or radio to help drown out the thunder.
● Project a calm attitude. Pets are very aware of their
owner’s mental state.
● Consoling or excessive petting can be interpreted by
your pet as a reward response to fearful behavior. Instead
play with your pet or do an activity they enjoy during
storms.
● Don’t punish your pet for their behavior during a
storm. It may only increase their anxiety.
● Make sure all pets are microchipped and wearing ID
tags in case they get out during a storm.
● Talk to your veterinarian about medication. Many pets
need sedatives, tranquilizers, or anti-anxiety medications.
Some medications can be given as needed, while others
need to be given daily.
Copyright © 2010 Oaks Veterinarian Hospital, Gainesville, FL and reprinted with permission.

Celebrating Ten Years
of FLA Newsletters
FLA has created a special CD
in a PDF format: Ten years —
1999 through 2009 — of FLA
Newsletters, including a file of
Tables of Contents for all issues.
All those black and white pictures look terrific on the disk in vivid color. Each CD
is in a crystal case. If you didn’t get the CD at the
Rendezvous, now is your chance to order, as we still
have some available. The price is $6.00, including
shipping. Just send your order to FLA's mailing address: P.O. Box 142, Crescent City FL 32112.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

My life is likely to last 10-15 years, any separation
from you will be painful for me. Remember that before you buy me.
Give me time to understand what you want from me,
don't be impatient, short-tempered, or irritable.
Place your trust in me and I will always trust you
back. Respect is earned not given as an inalienable
right.
Don't be angry with me for long and don't lock me up
as punishment, I am not capable of understanding
why? I only know I have been rejected, you have
your work entertainment and friends I only have you.
Talk to me sometimes, even if I don't understand
your words I understand your voice and your tone,
"you only have to look at my tail".
Be aware that however you treat me I'll never forget
it, and if it's cruel it may affect me forever.
Please don't hit me I can't hit back, but I can bite and
scratch and I really don't ever want to do that.
Before you scold me for being uncooperative, obstinate, or lazy, ask yourself if something might be
bothering me. Perhaps I'm not getting the right foods
or I've been out in the sun too long, or my heart is
getting old and weak, I may be just dog tired.
Take care of me when I get old. You too will grow
old and may also need love, care, comfort, and attention.
Go with me on difficult journeys, never say, "I can't
bear to watch" or "Let it happen in my absence".
Everything is easier for me if you are there. Remember, irrespective of what you do I will always love
you.

Copyright © 1993 Stan Rawlinson. Reprinted with permission from his
website www.doglistener.co.uk

Austin, My Left Pawed Dog
By Joan E. Ford
Austin is most decidedly not a wolfdog. He’s a twenty-pound mutt mix of
Jack Russell and maybe mini-Australian
shepherd, but he does have one outstanding trait. He’s
the only dog some of us have ever seen who pees with
his front left paw extended straight forward. Even now,
since he has finally learned to lift his right rear leg, the
only one he lifts, he still shoots his left front paw straight
ahead, balancing on two paws. Both Kim and Jody have
seen him in action. I’d love to give you a picture of his
acrobatic feat, but I never have the camera ready.
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Ask Our Vet
By Dr. Jim

Question: My Casey (6 year old shep/something or
other mix, but mostly GSD, maybe some lab) had three
episodes of some kind of pain around her flank area. I
figured she had been slammed by the screen door, gave
her some aspirin and in a day or two she seemed fine
again, but this past weekend, she was really hurting (she
great about letting me know as she becomes a Velcro
dog), and I got her into the vet on Tuesday. She was xrayed and Case was diagnosed with hip dysplasia and
osteoarthritis. The vet prescribed Desuquin twice a day
for a month; then once a day and Rimadyl 1/2 a 100mg
twice a day for two days; then as needed for pain. Does
this sound reasonable to you?
The issue with the pain is that she seems fine one minute
and then all of a sudden she Velcros. Today was a good
day for her. I'm concerned about the Rimidyl; on the
other hand, I don't want her hurting, and I certainly can't
afford surgery -- probably wouldn't do it anyway. The vet
said it wasn't the worst she had seen, but definitely HD
and OA.
I guess my question is which is better to go with -the Rimidyl or plain old aspirin? I know both aren't good
to use long term, but I have to have something to give
her when she does whatever triggers the pain. I'd rather
she lived a shorter, happier life than be hurting the way
she was. Just the slightest touch had her yelping, and
she's not a yelper. She seems to understand something
is different as she loved to jump up on the sofa and curl
up there, but since the second bout has only very occasionally and this week not at all. HELP! I was caught so
off guard that I'm kind of stunned by this. She weighs
58.2 lbs.
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tolerate the medication well
3. Dasuquin is a glucosamine/chondroitin concoction. No
one really knows have effective such things are for dogs
(some seem to have a response, while others seem to
have little benefit). It is pricier than generics you can buy
over the counter, but that's because the manufacturer at
least takes pains to ensure quality control. So whether it
works or not, at least you're getting what you paid for in
terms of concentration of active ingredients.
6. Many dogs have hip dysplasia and arthritis discovered
"incidentally", so we always have to avoid the temptation to
immediately ascribe any clinical signs to hips that look bad
on x-rays. These hips may not be bothering Casey, and
may never bother her. But a more detailed orthopedic and
neurologic exam should be forthcoming if her signs continue despite the treatments you have started. While referral to a specialist is not always needed, and can be expensive, it may be warranted if your primary care doc isn't sure
what's going on. If this is low back pain, it sometimes can
end up needing surgery to alleviate. But hopefully there are
non-surgical treatments that will prove effective
Question: Maki is a little over 11 years old, a big dog,
with a background similar to your dog, Tucson. I live in MI,
so that's why the vague description. When Maki was about
six, he had a medium sized tumor on his flank. It got larger,
so I decided to take him to the vet, who removed the tumor. It was a fatty tumor, so no cancer. Maki is in excellent
health. He walks about 1 1/2 miles every day. He still
jumps with no problem and doesn't show any signs of being ill. But, in the past two years, I've noticed more than
one of those tumors that feel similar to that way the fatty
tumor felt. They are on his chest, mostly,
From what I've read, as dogs get older, they often get
lots of fatty tumors. The ones that Maki has are not impairing him with his movements. But, I am concerned. If they
are fatty tumors would you remove them or let them be?
It's always a big deal to go to the vet. But, once there, Maki
is a gentleman. Would you give your best thinking on
this issue, please? hank you so much for your willingness
to answer questions!

Answer: I'm sorry you're having problems with Casey. Here are my thoughts:
1. Acute pain and turning to look at her flank would be
atypical signs for hip dysplasia and arthritis. So the findings in her hips could turn out to be red herrings.
2. The description you provided and the fact that it has
Answer: Fatty tumors (lipomas) are common as dogs
come on in paroxysmal episodes makes me think more age, and many dogs can have multiple such tumors. The
about a radiculopathy, which is medical speak for a key is to watch for any rapid enlargement of any masses,
"pinched nerve". Given her shepherd background, one or other characteristics that aren't typical for a lipoma (such
has to at least be suspicious of a problem in her lum- as getting really firm, being tender to touch, changes in the
bosacral spine (spinal stenosis, disc extrusion, instability, overlying skin, or the dog paying attention to the tumor). In
or some combination of these) causing intermittent nerve that situation I would have it checked by the vet. The initial
root attenuation and ischemia. In people this is some- test would be a fine needle aspirate and cytology (painless
times manifested by a syndrome called "intermittent neu- and no sedation needed usually). If something other than a
rogenic claudication", and we see dogs with what look lipoma was suspected, then tumor removal or biopsy would
like similar signs/symptoms.
be indicated.
3. Rimadyl is an NSAID, related to drugs like Aleve, but
Dr. Jim is a veterinarian surgeon up North. If you have
made for dogs. It is generally more effective than aspirin,
gentler in their GI tract, and does not interfere with plate- questions for him, please send to the FLA Newsletter or to
let (blood clotting) function the way aspirin does. If she's jford13@cox.net.
on it for any length of time she should have her liver enCopyright 2010 © Florida Lupine Association, Inc. Dr. Jim’s
zymes checked for possible side effects, but most dogs responses are printed with permission.
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Senior Dogs: Common
Behavior Changes
Veterinary Services Department,
Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
Puppies have their behavior problems, and older dogs
have theirs. For older dogs, in many cases it is not that they
do not understand the 'rules,' but that they may, for many
reasons, be unable to follow them.
Separation anxiety
Separation anxiety is one of the most common
behavior problems seen in older dogs. A dog who has
separation anxiety will become very anxious when he
senses his owner is about to leave. When the owner does
leave, the dog often becomes destructive, barks or howls,
may urinate or defecate, and may salivate profusely. A dog
with separation anxiety will often be overly exuberant when
his owner returns.
Older dogs may have a decreased ability to cope with
changes in routine. Vision or hearing loss may make them
more anxious, overall, but especially when they are
separated from the owner. Neurologic changes may also
limit an older dog's ability to adjust to change.
Some of the main considerations in treating separation
anxiety are:
• Do not make a big deal about leaving or coming home
– that simply reinforces the behavior.
• Teach your dog to relax. If your dog can learn to relax
in a 'stay' for extended periods while you are there, he will
be more likely to learn how to relax while you are gone.
• Change your departure cues. Many dogs know as soon
as the alarm goes off, that it is a work day and you are
going to leave. They start getting anxious as soon as they
hear the alarm. We need to change our routine so the dog
does not know we will be leaving. For instance, pick up the
car keys and then go sit on the couch; on a Saturday, get
up and dress like you are going to work, but stay home.
• Start with very short departures. Determine how long
you can leave your dog before he gets anxious. It may be
only 10 seconds, so start there. Leave for 5 seconds,
return, and if the dog has remained calm, reward him.
Gradually increase the time you are gone, always returning
before the dog becomes anxious, and rewarding him for
staying calm. This may take weeks to months, so patience
is the key.
• Associate your departure with something good. As you
leave, give your dog a hollow toy such as a 'Kong' filled
with a wonderful treat. This may take his mind off of you
leaving. Anxiety tends to feed on itself, so if we can prevent
the anxiety from occurring when you leave, the dog may
remain calm after you leave. Make sure your dog's
environment is comfortable: the right temperature, a soft
bed, sunlight, 'easy-listening' music. Some dogs will be
more relaxed if they can see the outside world, others may
become more anxious. Similarly, some older dogs are more
anxious when left outdoors, and do much better when they
can stay in the house. Determine what is best for your dog.
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• Break up the dog's day. If you are gone for extended
periods during the day, you may want to think about having
someone come in during the day to let your dog out and give
him some exercise. Older dogs, especially, may need to go
outside more often to urinate and defecate. Giving them this
opportunity may decrease their anxiety.
• Crate your dog. Many dogs feel safe in a crate, and being
in a crate will help reduce their destructiveness. This will
make it safer for them and your house.
• Use a team approach. Anti-anxiety medications such as
Clomicalm are often needed to break the cycle of separation
anxiety. Medication alone, however, will not solve the
problem. Work with your veterinarian and an animal
behaviorist to develop a plan that will work best for you and
your dog.
Aggression
Older dogs may become aggressive for several reasons.
Aggression may be the result of a medical problem such as
one causing pain (arthritis or dental disease), vision or
hearing loss, which results in the dog being easily startled,
lack of mobility so the dog can not remove himself from the
irritating stimulus (e.g.; an obnoxious puppy), or diseases
having direct effects on the nervous system, such as cognitive
dysfunction (see below). Stresses such as moving, a new
family member, or a new pet may make an older dog more
irritable and more likely to be aggressive. In a multi-dog
household, an older dog who was the 'dominant' dog in the
past, may find his authority being challenged by younger dogs
in the household.
By determining what factors may be contributing to the
aggression, we may be able to eliminate or reduce those
factors. Treating medical conditions which contribute to the
aggression is paramount. Watch the dog for signs of stress
(increased panting), and remove the dog from the stressful
situation which could cause aggression. Using a 'halti'
headcollar and leash may provide more control over an older
dog, especially one who has decreased hearing or vision. In
some cases, a basket muzzle may be needed to assure the
safety of human and non-human family members. DO NOT
LEAVE A MUZZLED DOG UNATTENDED. Medications can
be helpful in reducing aggression that may be due to fear and
anxiety. As with separation anxiety discussed above,
medication alone will not solve the problem. Work with your
veterinarian and an animal behaviorist to develop a plan that
will work best for you and your dog.
House Soiling
Some older dogs who have been housetrained for years,
may start having 'accidents.' As with other behavior problems
in older dogs, there may be multiple causes for this change in
behavior. Medical conditions which result in an increased
frequency of urination or defecation may be the underlying
cause for this behavior problem. These conditions include:
colitis, inflammatory bowel disease, diabetes mellitus, bladder
stones or infections, inflammation of the prostate, Cushing’s
disease, and kidney or liver disease. Medical conditions which
cause pain or make it difficult for the dog to go outside to
eliminate can also contribute to the problem. These conditions
include arthritis, anal sac disease, loss of vision, and some
forms of colitis. Treatment of these medical conditions may
help to resolve this behavioral problem. Some medical
conditions can result in a loss of control over bladder and
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bowel function and include hormone responsive incontinence
, prostatic disease, and cognitive dysfunction. As discussed
earlier, separation anxiety may result in defecating and
urinating when the dog is separated from his owner(s).
Any older dog with a house soiling problem should be
examined by a veterinarian and the owner should be able to
give a detailed history of the color and amount of urine (or
stool) passed, the frequency at which the dog needs to
eliminate, changes in eating or drinking habits, the dog's
posture while eliminating, and whether the 'accidents' only
occur when the owner is gone.
Medical conditions contributing to the house soiling
problem should be treated appropriately. If arthritis or painful
movement is involved, an owner may want to build a ramp to
the outside so the dog does not need to maneuver on stairs.
Slick floor surfaces should be covered with non-slip area rugs
or other material. Areas in the house where the dog has
urinated or defecated should be cleaned with an enzyme
cleaner. For dogs who need to urinate or defecate frequently,
owners may need to change their schedules or find a pet
sitter who can take the dog outside at appropriate intervals. A
dog's food may contribute to difficulty defecating, and
attempts should be made to determine if this could be a
reason for the house soiling. Other medical conditions such
as diabetes mellitus, bladder stones, or hormonal
incontinence should be treated accordingly.
Noise phobias
Some older dogs become overly sensitive to noise. One
may think the reverse would happen since many older dogs
will acquire some hearing loss. Cognitive dysfunction,
immobility resulting in an inability of the dog to remove
himself from the source of the noise, and the decreased
ability of an older dog to manage stress may be factors
contributing to noise phobia.
It is important to identify which noises the dog may be
afraid of. It may be noises we can hear, such as
thunderstorms, but remember that a dog can hear
frequencies humans cannot; the dog may be fearful of a
sound we can not hear. For this reason, also try to relate the
dog's behavior with other occurrences in the environment
(e.g.; a train whistle, which may produce some high
frequency sounds).
Treatment of noise phobias can include medication,
desensitization and counterconditioning. For instance, if the
sound is identified, play a recording of the sound at a very
low volume level and reward the dog if no fear is displayed.
Gradually (over days to weeks) the volume can be increased
and rewards given appropriately.
Increased vocalization
Stress in an older dog may translate itself into increased
barking, whining, or howling. This can occur during
separation anxiety, as a means to gain attention (if the dog
can not come to you because of decreased mobility, he may
be asking you to come to him), or because of cognitive
dysfunction.
The cause of the increased vocalization should be
identified, if possible, and medication should be given if
appropriate. If the dog is vocalizing in order to receive
attention, he should be ignored. It may also be helpful to use
'remote correction,' such as throwing a pop can containing a
few coins or pebbles toward the dog (not at the dog), which
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may startle him and stop him from vocalizing. He should not
associate you with the correction or he may increase his
vocalization just to get your attention. If the increased
vocalization is an attention-seeking behavior, review the
amount and type of attention you are giving the dog. Maybe
you need to set aside some time for you and your dog (on
your terms).
Nocturnal restlessness - changes in sleep patterns
Some older dogs may become restless at night, and
stay awake, pacing through the house, or vocalizing. Pain,
the need to urinate or defecate more often, the loss of vision
or hearing, changes in appetite, and neurologic conditions
can contribute to this behavior.
Any medical condition contributing to this behavior
problem should be treated. Again, remote corrections may
be helpful, or it may be necessary to confine the dog in a
location away from the bedrooms during the night.
Cognitive dysfunction
According to Pfizer Pharmaceutical, 62% of dogs age
10 years and older will experience at least some of the
following symptoms, which could indicate that he has
canine cognitive dysfunction (CCD):
Confusion or disorientation. The dog may get lost in his
own back yard, or get trapped in corners or behind
furniture.
Pacing and being awake all night, or a change in
sleeping patterns.
Loss of housetraining abilities. A previously
housetrained dog may not remember and may
urinate or defecate where he normally would not.
Deceased activity level.
Decreased attentiveness or staring into space.
Not recognizing friends or family members.
When other factors are ruled out (if decreased activity is
due to an advancing arthritic condition, for instance, or his
inattentiveness due to vision or hearing loss), and your
veterinarian has determined that your dog has CCD, a
treatment for this disorder may be recommended. The drug
called Selegiline or L-Deprenyl, (brand name Anipryl),
although not a cure, has been shown to alleviate some of
the symptoms of CCD. If the dog responds, he will need to
be treated daily for the rest of his life. As with all
medications, there are side effects, and dogs with certain
conditions should not be given Anipryl. For instance, if your
dog is on Mitaban for external parasites, Anipryl should not
be given. If you think your dog may have CCD, talk to your
veterinarian.
Adapting to new pets in the household
Since older dogs do not handle stress well, getting a
new puppy when you have an older dog showing signs of
aging may not be the best idea. It is best to get a new
puppy when the older dog is still mobile (can get away from
the puppy), relatively pain free, is not experiencing cognitive
dysfunction, and has good hearing and vision.

Summary
Many of the behavioral changes we see in older dogs
can be due to medical conditions. If your dog's behavior is
changing, have your dog examined by a veterinarian. Your
older dog is more easily stressed, so attempt to reduce
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stress by making any necessary changes in routine gradual,
and decreasing the exposure of your dog to stressors. With
patience, understanding, and treatments recommended by
your veterinarian, you can help make your dog's older years a
quality time for you and him.
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The Pet Poison Helpline
A Recommendation by Joan E. Ford
In early August, I realized that my small dog had
eaten three large-dog Interceptor tablets. Since my vet’s
office had closed for the day, I called the local Emergency Vet Clinic, and was referred to the Pet Poison
Helpline at 1-800-213-6680. The "staff at Pet Poison
Helpline can provide treatment advice for poisoning
cases of all species, including dogs, cats, birds, large
animals and exotic species. As the most cost-effective
option for animal poison control care, Pet Poison
Helpline’s fee of $35 per incident includes follow-up consultation for the duration of the poison case."
http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/
I was on-hold for a few minutes while the staff calculated the safe level of the meds my dog could tolerate
and was told my dog was within the "safe range."
Was that $35 charge worth the assurance that I didn’t
have to rush the dog into the pet ER? It sure was; a trip
to the Emergency Vet Clinic could have cost several hundred dollars, as anyone who has ever had to use such
emergency services knows. Add the 800 number above
to your address book.
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AKC German Shepherds
Are Wolf "Hybrids"
By Ann Dresselhaus (3/21/97)
All dogs are "wolfdogs." The only difference between them (besides appearance and temperament) is
the number of generations away from a "pure" wolf the
individual canine is. The original German Shepherd
studbook, Zuchtbuch fur Deutche Schaferhunde (SZ),
shows several pure wolves were used to "create" the
breed and this was only 90 years ago! Similar events
can be uncovered for Alaskan Malamutes, Siberian
Huskies, Belgian Shepherd types, and many rarerbreed "dogs." German Shepherds were recently the
MOST POPULAR AKC breed. Imagine that — a
"wolfdog" is the most popular working/companion dog!
I think a key question to be answered is: WHEN
does a "wolf" become a dog?
1. Since the wolf and the dog are the same species, is there really such an entity as a wolf
"HYBRID."
2. Since all doge are descended from wolves, are
not all dogs "wolfdogs"? The only difference between them (besides appearance and temperament) is the number of generations away from a
'pure' wolf the individual canine is.
3. Are we really not just talking about 'recent' wolf
crosses (the onus being on us to define "recent")?
Many (but not all!) of the dogs we have today resulted from the PRIMARY domestication of the Old
World Southern Wolf, a smaller, less pack-oriented animal than the Northern Wolf, the wolf we are most familiar with today and which most of the 'recent' wolf
crosses have used. I say MANY dogs, but not all because many of the Northern breeds are the result of a
SECONDARY domestication of the result of the primary
with the Northern Wolves as "recent" as 90 years ago
(documented in the German Shepherd). The primary
h a p pened
thousands
o
f
years
a g o ,
but it is
a mistake to
think
t h a t
t h a t
was the
LAST
t i m e
wolves
Originally known as Hektor
w e r e
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used in dog breeds.
I present the following research for your perusal:
The original German Shepherd studbook, Zuchtbuch
fur Deutche Schaferhunde (SZ), shows several pure
wolves were used to "create" the breed. Captain Von
Stephanitz, of the German infantry, bought sheep-herding
dogs (many of them field trial winners) from all over
Europe in the late 1800's and early 1900's and bred them
together to create his "ultimate service dog." He started a
registry and stud book. His favorite dog, Hektor, he gave
the first # (SZ 1). Hektor was 1/4th wolf. He was bred to
every decent bitch around, and all the dogs originally imported to America were proudly traced back to him.
Shortly thereafter, the German Shepherd Dog's (GSD)
name was changed to Alsatian Wolf Dog. Their popularity
soared for a while, then fell tremendously as the media
sensationalized every trivial remotely negative event that
occurred associated with a canine with the word "wolf" in
it. There were arguments left and right: "Was the Alsatian
Wolfdog (GSD) the best working/most capable/most intelligent dog that ever walked the face of the earth OR was
Alsatian Wolfdog (GSD) the unpredictable/livestock eating/human attacking beast from hell? Sound familiar?
Well, we know how that one turned out. The name was
eventually changed back to GSD, things calmed down,
and the GSD soon reached it peak at the top of the "most
popular dog" list
shortly after Rin Tin
Tin aired.
In the first decade of 1900, Von
Stephanitz wrote a
book (in German)
about his loyal hard
working dogs called
The German Shepherd in Word and
Picture, in which he
documents
the
above heritage and
pleas to the breeders
not "to add more wolf Beowulf was an early inbred
blood" into his dogs dog in the line.
as he had ALREADY
found the IDEAL combination. In 1923, an American version was translated VERBATIM. Not many copies were
printed and few still exist. Fang@howling.com has a
pricey (about $350) original and more may be found by
doing rare book searches. In 1932, an 8th Enlarged and
"Revised" (read sanitized) version was financed by English speaking "interests." All references to the positive
wolf heritage were removed and most GSD fanciers have
been denying RECENT wolf heritage ever since.
Herr Strebel is quoted in The Alsatian Wolf-Dog by G.
Horowitz as saying that he "has seen how easily a wolf
can step into the pedigree of Alsatians without causing all
those terrible phenomena which are considered to be the
results of crossing with a wolf." He gives an example of a
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hybrid wolf (whose granddam was a wolf) who
"absolutely had the temperament of a Sheepdog; who
was obedient and faithful, and the pet of the house"
(page 14, "Concerning the Wolf Cross"). He goes on to
state that this is a striking example of how quickly all
trace of wolf's blood is lost in a "domesticated" breed.
In 1912, Monsieur Henry Sodenkamp wrote in the
Belgian journal, Chasse et Peche (The Chase and
Hunt), that it is the French opinion that "THE WOLF
LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE ALSATIAN." (The
breed was partially created in Alsace, France).
Mores Plieningen, SZ #159, who was bred to the
first Stud dog, Horand Von Grafath (previously known as
Hektor) and whose blood is said to be in the pedigree of
every GSD in the world today, was the granddaughter of
a wolf at the Stuttgart Zoo/Gardens. Their son, Hektor
Von Schwaben, SZ #13, figured heavily in the early GSD
line. (Captain Von Stephanitz bought Hektor Liksrhein
and renamed him Horand Von Grafath, after his kennel
name.)
In the original German Shepherd studbook, Zuchtbuch fur Deutsche Schaferhunde (SZ), within the 2
pages of entries from SZ #41 to SZ #76, there are 4
WOLF crosses.
(Note: fang@howling.com OWNS the actual Volume
I and II of the GSD Stud books. I have interlibrary loaned
the other old books mentioned and made copies of all
the relevant statements.)
So, I ask of you, are (AKC) German Shepherds wolf
"hybrids"?
For GSD fanciers and those interested in seeing the
GSDs that came shortly after the wolf cross, there is a
book out that few know about: Working Dogs: An Attempt To Produce A Strain Of German Shepherds
Which Combines Working Ability And Beauty Of
Conformation. It was first published in the 1930's and
the breeding was done 10 years before that or so. It has
been republished by DogWise now and is really inexpensive. This is a must read for breeders trying to create a
line of any type! plus it has some of the oldest founding
member GSD pics all in one place. It was a German
Shepherd Dog "working dog" breeding project.
(http://www.gettextbooks.com/search/?isbn=ISBN%3A+
1-9292-4222-0)
Copyright © 2010, Ann Dresselhaus and
reprinted with permission.

Guessing Game Answers:
A. Reported to be North American Indian Dog:
Husky, Malamute, GSD, and Chinook
B. Reported to be pure wolf
C. Reported to be pure wolf
D. Reported to be 3 month old, mid-high
content, F2
E. Reported to be 73% wolfdog
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The Guessing Game
Answers on page 13

A

B

C

E
D
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Remembering 9/11
WELCOME AT
RAINBOW BRIDGE
By Alexander Theodore

On the morning of September 11, 2001, there was an unprecedented amount of activity at the
Rainbow Bridge. Decisions had to be made. They had to be made quickly. And, they were.
An issue, not often addressed here, is the fact that many residents really have no loved one for
whom to wait. Think of the pups who lived and died in hideous puppy mills. No one on earth loved
or protected them. What about the many who spent unhappy lives tied in backyard and the ones
who were abused. Who are they to wait for?
We don't talk about that much up here. We share our loved ones as they arrive, happy to do so.
But we all know there is nothing like having your very own person who thinks you are the most
special pup in the Heavens.
Last Tuesday morning a request rang out for pups not waiting for specific persons to volunteer
for special assignment. An eager, curious crowd surged excitedly forward, each pup wondering
what the assignment would be.
They were told by a solemn voice that unexpectedly, all at once, over 4,000 loving people had
left Earth long before they were ready. All the pups, as all pups do, felt the humans' pain deep in
their own hearts. Without hearing more, there was a clamoring among them - "May I have one to
comfort?" "I'll take two, I have a big heart." "I have been saving kisses forever."
One after another they came forward begging for assignment. One cozy-looking fluffy pup hesitantly asked, "Are there any children coming? I would be very comforting for a child 'cause I'm soft
and squishy and I always wanted to be hugged." A group of Dalmatians came forward asking to
meet the Firemen and be their friends. The larger working breeds offered to greet the Police Officers and make them feel at home. Little dogs volunteered to do what they do best, cuddle and
kiss.
Dogs who on Earth had never had a kind word or a pat on the head, stepped forward and said,
"I will love any human who needs love."
Then all the dogs, wherever on Earth they originally came from, rushed to the Rainbow Bridge
and stood waiting, overflowing with love to share — each tail wagging an American Flag.
Copyright © 2010 National Wolfdog Alliance & Alexander Theodore.
Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission from National Wolfdog Alliance.
Photo courtesy of Monty Sloan. Copyright © 2010, Monty Sloan
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