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In late
2002, then
two-months
pregnant, I
was working on the
ambulance,
and we had
never even
given a single thought
to owning a
wolfdog. I
had learned
Kelli and Chris
a bit about wolf and
wolfdog behavior through a college course, by
viewing films, and by a short visit at Wolf Haven International. My husband, Christopher,
had been working in the security field, training
SWAT teams and police departments in handto-hand combat when one of his instructors told
him about West Michigan SPCA. Chris was
very excited to visit them, and in early 2001 we
both took some time for a family vacation and
visited with Jim and Brenda Pearson of West
Michigan SPCA.
I had miscarried, and we had decided not
to try again, but still a new family was born: a
strong and "fated" family was created out of
that visit because two weeks later Chris returned to West Michigan SPCA and agreed to
adopt one smallish black
pup that was currently on
site. He was named Lon
Chaney, after the original wolf man, and he
taught both us most of
what we now know
about wolfdogs.
Lon Chaney arrived
home to a very exuberant
family. We had a thirteen-year-old Akita /
Chow former police dog Lon at 6 months

named Kahn, a two-year-old low content
wolf/Akita mix named Magwa, and a oneyear-old Akita, named Kabuki. While normally not all that excited about new pups,
Kahn quickly took to Lonnie, and they could
be found together playing "hide and seek"
under the coffee table just about every afternoon! A few months passed, and Lon grew
and grew. (More on Lonnie's "romp," the
"chase," and its outcome in "Lonnie's Story"
in the Summer issue of the FLA Newsletter.)
We noticed after some time that instead
of playing in the toys, Lon Chaney was playing ON them. Chris decided it was time to
build the first enrichment activity, which was
a three-tiered climb with running tubes and
platforms that would exercise Lon Chaney's
long lean muscles. Each time we would leave
the yard for the dogs' runs, Lon would howl, a
lonely howl that said, "Hey, I want to go to."
After he was on the property about a
month, we
decided to
let Lon out
to
play
with
his
brothers
and sisters,
and a very
happy
Lonnie
ran right
Lon and Kabuki
out of the gate and
straight to his best friend — Kabuki, the
Akita. They rolled around with around with
snorts and growls and tails wagging and then
it was "race time." They would all get together and run sprints around the house and
pens. When it was time to come back into the
pen, I would stand at the gate with hotdogs
and cheese and everyone would come in; generally, all but one dog would leave, and over
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell

First things first: The FLA Rendezvous is coming up soon.
All members have received notification — an insert in the Winter Newsletter and via e-mail if Jill has an updated e-mail address — and we're all looking forward to seeing you and your
wolfdogs at Parramore's Resort, April 20-22. Our Rendezvous is
the one opportunity FLA members — in out far-flung state —
have to connect, compare notes, compare canines, and generally
get acquainted or reacquainted. My new bride (whom some of
you met last year) and I will act as "Meeters and Greeters."
And, of course, I don’t need to remind you that hurricane
season starts at the beginning of June. We lucked out last year,
but we can't let down our guard and assume that 2007 will be
another mild year. Our relief fund could use your donations to
help our fellow Floridians who find themselves in the "eye of the
storm" this year. (Thanks to the generosity of FLA members,
FLA made a $250 donation to the Lake County Animal Shelter
after the tornadic damage in the Lady Lake area — it's not just
hurricanes that we have to worry about.)
The Board is keeping updated on various Breed Specific
Legislation ordinances being introduced around the country,
such as those being considered in Montana, Texas, and Wisconsin, to mention just a few proposals on statewide levels. Numerous similar ordinances have been introduced in counties and municipalities. We've been lucky in Florida, and it is in everyone's
best interest to be sure the containment, treatment, and behavior
of our canines sets an example for the rest of the country.
Last but certainly not least, FLA is pleased to grant its Seal
of Approval to Full Moon Farm, a member organization, in
North Carolina, under the guardianship of Nancy Brown. Congratulation to Nancy for her continued efforts to make the lives
of all the wolfdogs in her sanctuary as rich as possible as rich as
possible.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
The recent tornados that went through central Florida were
stark reminders that everyone with pets should have an emergency plan. Having a wolfdog (or worse, multiple wolfdogs)
makes planning even more critical. The head-in-the-sand approach doesn't work, and even the best thought out plan may be
overcome by sudden unexpected events. But at least a simple
plan is a start, and portions (like the emergency kit or the list of
where you would go) could be used. When the stuff hits the fan
is not the time to sit down and decide what to take where.
I urge each one of you to build a plan and create a kit that
you can "grab and go" if you have to. Plan on having to drive
several hours and being gone for several days. If there are things
like meds and food that need to be added at the last minute, at
least a checklist of those items should be taped on a cupboard
door or somewhere within easy view. There are lots of sources
for information about creating an emergency kit — the internet,
vets, pet stores, pet product companies, and local animal shelters.
Find several of those lists and read them over. You may find

From the Desk of the Secretary
By Jill Parker

As we prepare for this year’s Rendezvous, I have just a
few reminders for you. If you've made your cabin reservation at Parramore's, please email me and let me know which
cabin you've rented. It helps us to keep a general idea of
what cabins are still available and where everybody will be
located.
If you're interested in volunteering for set-up or cleanup at the Rendezvous, we'd love to hear from you! There is
always something you’d be most welcome to help with so
please feel free to jump in! Have any fresh ideas or suggestions you'd like to share on ways to improve the Rendezvous? Let us know!
Don't forget your auction items this year! I’m always
amazed at the beautiful things that members find to bring to
the auction. We have a lot of fun bidding, everyone goes
home happy with their new treasures, and we’ve raised necessary funds for FLA’s reserves.
If you renew your membership at the Rendezvous' registration desk, you will be issued a "temporary" membership
card. Please make sure all the information on it is correct.
You will receive a laminated copy of your membership card
later in the mail with your name, membership number, the
date you joined FLA, and when your membership will expire printed on it.
Finally, copies of FLA's educational brochures will
also be available to you at the Rendezvous registration desk.
Brochures on containment, wolfdog identification, considerations before getting a wolfdog, etc. will be free to all
who wish to pick one up. Please take advantage of this important information. E-mail me at info@floridalupine.org .
I look forward to seeing you all again in April! Let's
make this year's Rendezvous the best ever!
things you hadn’t thought about putting in a kit — like shot
records. Also, check out the block that says “breed” on your
vet records. If it has the "w" word, make sure you consider
where you may intend to evacuate to. For what to bring for
your dog, there are lots of sources to help you, including
FLA. Use them. And commit to do it! Bottom line is that
the more thought you put into your plan, the better it will be.
One small plug for a unique situation: What about the
situation in which someone else may have to rescue your
pets. For whatever reason, you are not home when a disaster
strikes. How many do you have? Where are they? What are
their names? Are they approachable? That information can
be placed in a waterproof packet and located near entrance
doors. Most vets will give you stickers for the doors or windows that announce you have pets inside — could save a
companion animal if rescuers or neighbors know one is inside. Each person's situation will be different, but it's worth
thinking about ahead of time.
Hopefully, we will have a mild season of storms this
Summer and we can all concentrate on playing with our wolfdogs and not have to worry that we are not prepared if the
weather takes a turn into storms.
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(Continued from page 1)

and over again, it was Kabuki that
wanted to stay with him.
The next spring we got a phone call
from a woman who had had an accidental litter and didn't know what to do. By
the time we visited her, she had one male
pup left, and we took him home. I had
been researching all I could about
wolves and wolfdogs, attempting to
learn everything about providing for
them effectively. Over and over again,
the books and Internet articles stated that
wolves LOVE babies. The new baby,
named Greigh, was introduced to Lon
Chaney one month after arriving home.
Lon and Greigh became fast friends.
And though Lon towered over him,
Greigh would run full speed at Lon and
jump on him, at which point Lon would
roll over and "pretend" to have been
knocked down. Watching the two boys
interact and grow with each other, we
both had fallen in love with wolfdogs.
The more I read the more I saw a great
need for quality homes for these animals.
At the time we both worked full
time in
Las Vegas and
felt that
we truly
wanted to
make an
impact on
the lives
of these
animals
but were
unsure
how
to
Greigh as an adult
go about
it.
I started talking more to Brenda
Pearson, and soon it was evident that we
had the space and Brenda had a surplus
of animals. The following spring another
phone call came, this time from a man
and woman in northern Nevada. This trip
brought home Star, nine days old and
still on the bottle. Star was so small that
she didn't even seem to have ears when
we brought her home. Star spent the next
two months being bottle fed and traveling to and from work with us, getting all
the attention and "ooohs and aaahs" from

fellow employees. At eight weeks, it was
time to introduce Star to Greigh and Lon.
Little did the we know that in the two
months we were caring for Star, Lon
Chaney and Greigh had dug an extensive
den for her in their pen. The den was 3 feet
deep and it was large enough for me to lie
down in comfortably. The first thing they
did with her was to pick her up and take her
to the den, and then Lon would sit over the

Nightfall
opening anytime it was windy or rainy to
protect her. She tried several times to stay
out in the rain and the brothers would take
turns putting her back in the den!
In late 2005, we moved from our 5
acres to a 10-acre parcel of land so that we
could bring home the remaining members
of Lon Chaney’s family. In March of 2006,
we opened Ba'cho Nowhidee Wildlife
Sanctuary.
In July 2006, Lon Chaney's mother,
Nightfall, and two sisters, Alpha and Beta,
came home to us. Nightfall has successfully changed the animal carriage policies
of Continental airlines, as she escaped —
during her flight — from her kennel. Along
with several official members of the land
crew in Las Vegas, we met the plane on the
tarmac and entered into the cargo area to
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find Nightfall back in her kennel,
resting comfortably, tail wagging
upon seeing Chris again. Alpha and
Beta came via truck driven from
Michigan to Nevada by Jim and
Brenda Pearson of West Michigan
SPCA.
Soon we began to concentrate on
enrichment for our canines. All of our
climbs and enrichment activities are
based on Lon's play and exercise we
had observed. If a climb was too easy,
we would build it higher; if it was too
boring, we would add "gang planks"
to make it more interesting. The run
through tubes provide both a "running
shoot" as Star uses them and a great
shade area high off the ground where
all can still be seen, which Peazers
uses.
We often are asked why we build
our enclosures onto our home, instead
of out in the yard. The reason we do
this, the reason we have the house we
have, is for the benefit of the animals.
When we found this parcel of land,
we were thrilled by all the possibility
it will offer us in caring both for the
wolfdogs and other wildlife we plan
to rescue and rehab. We had long
since dreamed of a beautiful long
cabin with a pool and waterfall. Our

Christ grooms Sabrina on a climb

Star and Greigh

move provided us the money to create this; instead, however, we built
four pens, and they have the log
homes and waterfalls! While waterfall
may be a stretch, each enclosure is
equipped with climbs, tunnels, pools,
and hidden "treasures."
Once a week, I will go into the
enclosures and dig a small hole, plac-
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ing a soup bone in it and covering it
back up, all the while under the watchful eye of the inhabitants of the enclosure. Every summer day, all the wolfdogs are offered hot dogs, cheese and
crackers. Those who show us more social ability are then trained with these
treats to do things, such as take it
"gently" "sit and to "lie down." Peazers
is highly trainable, and she even has a
favorite spot in her pen where she gets
her loving. She will go to the first tier of
the climb, which sits about chest height
to me, and, once there, she rolls over
and smiles, waiting for her belly rubs.
Alpha and
Beta
are
very, very
shy and as
yet
show
little interest (though
it is increasing) in human interaction.
They
do
Star and Chris love
scent
rubbed
sticks
and the hidden treasures in their enclosure. Every summer month we offer a
special treat — a small watermelon to
each of the wolf- dogs.
Nightfall, the eldest wolfdog, now
lives in her own private retirement enclosure. Since she has been placed in
this enclosure, she has visited with
strangers,
greeting
them
with exuberant
kisses
and begging for
body
rubs.
Nightfall
Kelli and Jack

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

and I take daily "naps" together. After her
snuggle time, Nightfall will return to the
the closest den, and I lay down with her
head inches from mine. As long as I lay
still, so will Nightfall — she even
SNORES! Although it is becoming evident that she enjoys the privacy of her
own place, she is also very excited to see
new males arrive at the sanctuary. Currently, we are investigating the option of
placing an older male with her.
Daily life in the sanctuary revolves
around the wolfdog
schedule: 5 a.m. run
after the morning
howl is sounded; 8
a.m. — water and pen
clean up. Usually
from 9 to 11, I will
travel from pen to pen
paying special attention to each member
of the family for two
reasons: the first and
most important is to
check them completely
for
any
scratches, bites, or sores. (We have a
HUGE bee problem in the summer and
have stock piled the Benadryl just in
case.) The daily body rubdowns also provide each animal with a massage, relaxing
tense muscles and fostering the bond that
is forged between us and the residents at
the sanctuary.
From noon to one, the water is refreshed and either ice or the daily treat is
offered. (Out here our summer temperatures average 113 degrees.) Each morning,
the pools are filled with ice and each afternoon they are replenished with nice cold
water or more ice. Often times, frozen
watermelon or fruit juice ice cubes are
placed in feeding dishes. Everyone then
naps until around 4 p.m., and the cycle
starts again, with dinner at 9:30 p.m., well
after the sun has set and the heat is more
bearable.
Chris spends most of his time working on the pens: building, reconditioning
and upgrading consumes his weekends.
While we are both engaged in this construction, there are occasions when the
daily rubdowns are not possible, such as
with Alpha and Beta. In these cases, I take
special notes and keep record of things
such as movement patterns, speed, and
behavior toward pen mates. One of the

things I have learned in the last year especially is that life in the wolf world is
fluid. The alpha is not always the alpha
and the omega is not always the omega.
The residents per enclosure are kept to a
maximum of three and only if all three
are bonded together. The basic layout is
one male and one female per pen. The
only exception to this is Alpha and Beta.
Currently they live together as they have
their whole seven years, but due to in
increase in "spats," these two wonderful

girls will be placed in separate pens,
right next to each other in early March.
While searching for a suitable companion for Nightfall, we are always also
on the look out for a strong mate to both
Alpha and Beta. Because of their high
content, and proven dislike for dogs,
these two require another high content
animal to be placed with them.
It is most likely that we will travel to
West Michigan SPCA in the late spring
to find just the three we are hoping for.
Until then, we continue to monitor the
behaviors, perceived emotional wellbeing, and comfort of each of our animals here at the sanctuary.
From one adorable black pup a sanctuary of fifteen was born, and plans to
expand in the next couple of years are
solidly in place. Because Lon Chaney
taught us so much about loyalty, integrity, and friendship, we will forever call
him our brother.
The name of our sanctuary "Ba'cho
Nowhidee" is Apache for "our brother
the wolf." Because we will forever miss
him, honor him, and stay true to protecting all that we can while still maintaining
private time for each one, we felt it was
Copyright © 2007. Kelli Caracci
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Man's Best Friend
By Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff
My goal in life is to be as good of a person as my dog already
thinks I am.
~Author Unknown
For over 15,000 years dogs have worked to earn the distinction of being "man's best friend." Dogs have not only offered love
and affection, but worked side-by-side with their human counterpart for centuries. A vast assortment of studies have been conducted to research the physical, emotional, and social benefits of
canine championship.
Physical benefits of dog companionship
a. Increase longevity after heart attacks. Dog ownership increases the odds for survival in persons who have had a heart attack from 1 in 15 to 1 in 87.
b. Lower cholesterol and triglycerides. People with pets have
been found to have lower cholesterol and triglyceride levels when
compared to people who did not have pets, even when matched
for weight,
diet, and smoking habits.
c. Decrease blood pressure and reduce stress. Studies of people
undergoing stress tests or physical examinations have demonstrated that the presence of a dog lowered their heart rate and
blood pressure during testing.
d. Increase physical activity and functioning. People who own
pets often have better physical health due to the need to exercise
and care for their pets.
e. Reduce medical appointments and minor health problems.
The use of prescription drugs and the overall cost of caring for
patients in nursing homes dropped in those facilities where companion animals became part of the therapy.
f. Predict seizures. Some people who have periodic seizures
have reported that their dogs can sense the onset of a seizure before they can. Now it has been found that dogs can be specially
trained to recognize some type of change prior to a seizure, and
signal the owner of the imminent seizure. These dogs are called
'seizure-alert' or 'seizure-response' dogs, and can be trained to
signal their owners from 15 to 45 minutes prior to a seizure.
g. Alert to hypoglycemia. There are also animals who alert
their owners to episodes of hypoglycemia (low blood sugar),
which allows the owner to correct the level before serious symptoms develop.
Emotional benefits of dog companionship
a. Adjust to serious illness and death. Children often turn to
their pet for comfort if a friend or family member dies or leaves
the family. Grieving adults who did not have a close source of
human support were also found to have less depression if they
had a pet.
b. Be less anxious and feel more safe. Pet owners tend to feel
less afraid of being a victim of crime when walking with a dog or
having a dog in the home.
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c. Relax and reduce everyday stress. Pets can help us
relax and focus our attention way from our problems and
worries.
d. Have physical contact. This ability to have something
to touch and pet is very important. More and more studies
show how important touch is to our physical and emotional
health.
e. Lift our mood. Pets decrease our feelings of loneliness and isolation by providing companionship to all generations.
f. Feel less lonely. Pets can help ease the sense of loneliness or isolation we feel.
g. Have something to care for. Everyone needs to feel
needed and have something to care for. Many elderly citizens or people living alone will tell you their pet gives
them a reason for living.
h. Keep active. Having a pet can help us remain more
active. We may not only get more exercise from walking a
dog, but we also increase our activity through feeding,
grooming, and otherwise caring for our pet.
i. Have consistency. Pets provide some consistency to
our lives. Caring for a pet can significantly affect our routine and gives us something to do and look forward to each
day.
Social benefits of dogs
a. Create a sense of closeness and well-being. Families
surveyed before and after they acquired a pet reported feeling happier after adding a pet to the family.
b. Offer a topic of conversation. A study in a veteran's
hospital showed that the residents had more verbal interactions with each other when a dog was present in the room
than when there was no dog present. Dogs were also shown
to increase socialization among persons with Alzheimer's
disease in a Special Care Unit of a nursing home.
c. Promote interaction. Residents in long-term care facilities were more likely to attend activity sessions when an
animal was going to be present.
Is there any wonder that the bond which began more
than 15,000 years ago still exists today? Dogs have an extraordinary affect on many aspects of the human condition.
Their ability to act the clown, be non-judgmental, help us
feel needed, offer unconditional love and trust, provide an
ear to our troubles, and warm fuzzy fur to hold and stroke
ensures them the well-deserved title of "man's best friend."
Copyright © 2006, Dr. Foster & Smith and reprinted with permis-

sion

Canine Skin Allergies
By Dr. Karen Hamerslag, DVM
A common cause of itching in dogs is allergic skin
disease. Dogs can have allergies to fleas, environmental
pollens and dust, and even food. Some dogs can even be
allergic to more than one substance.
The most common canine skin allergy in this area is to
fleas. A dog can be so allergic to a flea's saliva that only
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one bite from a flea can cause an intense
itching reaction. Often the dog will chew
at the area of itching, usually on the back
near the tail, causing a secondary bacterial
infection of the skin. Treatment of both
the inflammation and infection will provide relief. Ultimately, only very strict
flea control can prevent an allergic outbreak. Both Advantage and Frontline provide excellent protection.
A second, less common cause of skin
allergies in dogs is called atopy. Atopy is
a condition where the body's immune system overreacts to normal environmental
pollens and dusts. This is similar to human
hay fever, but in dogs the reactive cells are
in the skin. A dog with atopy can develop
severe itching of the face, feet and sometimes the entire body, ear infections, and
respiratory disease. Often, the symptoms
are seasonal, associated with pollens or
blooming plants. Atopy can be difficult to
diagnose without special testing, and is
often treated symptomatically.
Finally, dogs can develop an allergy
to one or more of the common ingredients
in dog foods. A dog may eat the same diet
for years before developing an allergy, or
react to a new food. Dogs with food allergies may have similar clinical signs as
dogs with atopy, but the symptoms are
usually present year-round. A diagnosis of
a food allergy can only be made after performing a strict food trial under veterinary
supervision. Food allergies are best treated
by avoiding the offending allergen in the
food that the dog is allergic to.
All skin allergies in dogs cause itching, which stimulates the dog to lick or
chew at the skin. This "self trauma" can
cause a skin infection, subsequently intensifying the itching. The itch-scratch-itch
cycle will continue and worsen without
medical intervention. Veterinarians treat
skin allergies individually, and may use
antihistamines, corticosteroids, antibiotics,
fatty acid supplements, special shampoos
and rinses, and flea control. Close monitoring at
home and regular veterinary consultation are
essential for successful
management.
Copyright © 2007, Dr.
Karen Hamerslag, Oaks
Veterinary Hospital
http://www.oaksvet.com/
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Alex Stories

By Judy Ebbinghaus
My first wd, Mal/w. Alex, was one
who had no trouble with car riding, and
in our 12 years together we drove cross
country and back several times. While
Alex had the huge proportioned head and
teeth of a wolf as well as the ease of motion, his body was stockier, a sign of Mal,
but which may have made him look larger
and perhaps more intimidating to many. A
wolf in summer clothing can appear
downright scrawny!
I didn't keep track of how many thousands of miles we logged. In my opinion,
however, the more Alex and I traveled,
the more he seemed to be at ease and increasingly enjoyed the attention he inevitably drew.
Sometimes, around here in good
weather, we'd take Alex along for the ride,
and one nice, warm autumn morning a
friend, Karen, phoned and said, "Let's go
to Fischer's. Bring Alex if you want."
Fischer's is an interesting place about
40/45 miles away, an Amish owned/run
leather goods store selling everything
from bridles and harnesses to shoes and
purses. For some reason, the area Amish
are called 'the Dutch' by non-Amish
(actually their ancestors emigrated from
Germany, Deutch to Dutch, I suppose),
and the Amish call non-Amish 'the English'; I’ve never been able to explain that
one.
Wd Alex was accustomed both to
remaining alone in the car or being
hooked up outside for a while. This time
we left him under a huge oak tree within
easy sight of Fischer's, and I went inside
with a bowl to ask if I could get water for
the "dog." Now, the Amish have long
been reputed to poke fun — with poker
faces — at us ""English."
So I was taken aback and had no idea
what to say besides an incredulous, "Are
you sure?" when a tall, full-bearded
Amishman clad in the typical black
bibbed overalls told me, in perfect English, "Sure, but why not bring the wolf
inside?"
I'll never know if the store people
were having fun with me or not — didn't
care to pursue the matter; but since farming was the true day job for the Amish,
they were well aware how to behave
around Alex. I believe we all had a good

time, plus a tremendous stimulating
and socializing experience for one
already quite social wd. And, oh, yes,
Karen and I each left with a pair
of winter boots, our reason for going
to Fischer's in the first place, better
made and more reasonably priced than
anything closer to home.
Karen and I stopped for an early
lunch at a popular and very busy
restaurant on the way home from
Fischer's. This time we left Alex in the
car.

Alex
Karen, incidentally, is near paranoid about locking her car. Come to
my place to get Alex and me, lock the
car. Stop at her parents a few minutes,
lock the car. Even in the driveway. Go
to another town, don't even ask, lock
the car.
That's why I was amazed when
Karen said at the restaurant, "You
don't have to bother to lock the car." I
think I exclaimed, "What!" in a loud
tone; after all, the opposite had been
the case for years. Karen waved
towards Alex and gave me the wry
answer, "Do you really believe
anybody's going to approach the car
with HIM in it?"
She was correct. When we returned to the car Alex was still sitting
up and looking out the back seat window with, to me, his silly grin and
warm, alert eyes. However, while the
parking lot was quite full, there
was a wide swath of empty spaces
surrounding Karen's vehicle. - Judy
Guessing Game Answers
A. reported to be 96% wolf
B. Reported to be GSD/Mal low-no
C. Great Pyrenees
D. Pure bred German Shepherd Dog
E. Reported to be 70% wolf
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Chris and the Wolves
By Tim Mensing

Chris
It has been said that experiencing
nature and all it has to offer has a healing
effect on those that have physical and
mental disabilities. In Christopher
Mensing's case, this saying holds true.
Chris has Aspersers and ADHD. Aspersers is considered a form of broad spectrum Autism. The symptoms of Aspersers
include difficulty in connecting or socializing with others, a short attention span,
and a fidgetiness that sometimes can lead
to problems. Children with Aspersers
have a great deal of trouble in the public
schools. They are usually placed in Special Education classes and are demoralized, bullied, and picked on. In Chris's
case, the public school did not have the
knowledge or the facilities to handle special needs children. The pressure to perform became so overwhelming that Chris
would shut down. Each time we pulled up
to the school to let him out, he would
break down and we could not get him out
of the car. Fortunately, we found a charter
school in Cincinnati, Ohio, that was specifically geared for children with Aspersers and ADHD, Summit Academy. For
the past two years, Chris has been attending and enjoying (as much as children do)
school.
Ever since Chris was a little boy he
has followed in his mother and father's
footsteps with his love of the outdoors
and especially an attraction for wolves. At
the age of 13, he finally had a chance to
meet wolves at Wolf Creek Habitat and
Rescue in Brookville Indiana. I, Chris's
father, has been an amateur nature pho-

tographer for most of his life and decided
to place the camera in Chris's hands while
they were there. Of course, there was an
ulterior motive: to try and extend his interest and to prevent any possible trouble
with his fidgeting. Like a fish takes to
water, Chris took to the camera. When we
got home and looked at the pictures he
took, we were stunned. He has a talent —
photography. Since then, we have been
visiting Wolf Creek on a weekly basis.
Through Chris's photography, we have
been able to create a photo DVD to help
raise funds for the habitat. Chris not only
takes pictures of the wolves, he tries to
assist in other chores at the habitat and
tries to interact with the wolves.
The experience Chris receives while
at Wolf Creek helps him break the
boundaries set by his Aspersers. Initially

utilizing the camera lens, Chris started
observing the interactions of the wolves
to each other. His photography and love
for wolves has led him to try and establish
a bond with the wolves. Through his observations and interactions, Chris has
started to establish relationships with
other people. Kathy and Terry, Wolf
Creek's Curators, do a great job helping to
create connections between the wolves
and people. The volunteers at Wolf Creek
and people who come to visit also help
Chris develop socialization skills: "Being
there is the best stress reliever." Chris has
become an outspoken advocate for wolves
and wants everyone "to see how incredible and majestic wolves really are."
Through the camera lens, Chris has
experienced the wonders of the wild,
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which is helping him overcome some
of the limitations Aspersers places on
children. There are no words to express how much it has helped Chris
and our family.
This is one of Chris's pictures: I
added the Chief Dan George quote:

Photos from Chris’s Collection
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Potential Benefits of Neutering Your Canine

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

Florida Lupine Association Rendezvous
April 20 — April 22, 2007
Schedule of Events

By Phil Watson
From the training point of view: Unneutered young dogs will always tend to
spend more time sniffing the ground, scent
marking and focussing on other dogs than
neutered ones do. With some dogs, the
whole sniffing and scent-marking thing can
become so intense that it is almost impossible ever to get the dog’s attention for more
than a couple of seconds. At this point, hormones are getting in the way of training,
and if your dog is un-neutered and behaving
like this, then it’s time to decide whether or
not you should have it neutered.
Neutering helps to stop dogs aiming
sexual behaviour at humans, running off,
darting around and sniffing and scent
marking when on leash.
From the behaviour point of view: For
dogs which have learned to threaten their
owners or are, in general, over confident
and pushy, neutering will certainly help to
some extent. It will not automatically stop a
lot of the testing and pushy behaviours
which occur at adolescence; it simply reduces their intensity a little. Also, neutering
often does not make major differences to the
short-term behavioural intensity of the dogs
it is performed on.
When adolescent male dogs are neutered, what it does do is greatly reduce other
dogs’ aggressive reaction to the neutered
dog and therefore prevents escalation. An
adolescent dog smells like Rambo to other
dogs if it hasn’t been neutered and confrontation is common. A neutered dog smells
much less strong and the result is a less macho response from other dogs. Long-term,
neutering does gradually reduce a few nuisance behaviours such as compulsive sniffing or scent-marking and
will make it easier to train
out others, but it will not
t u r n
y o u r
dog into
a pussy
cat.
Copyright © 2006, Phil Watson

Phil Watson is a canine trainer and the
owner of the Anglian Wolf Society.
http://www.anglianwolf.com/

DATE/TIME

EVENT

OTHER INFORMTION

Friday, 20 April 2007
7:30 PM — Until ?

Hot Dogs, etc.
Campfire
Set up tables, canopy if possible

A time to mingle and to
share an evening of eating
food provided by FLA
and storytelling (Wolf
Tales)

Saturday, 21 April 2007
9:00 AM — 9:30 AM

Volunteers help to set up
the tent, tables and chairs
for the Registration Booth
for the Dog Show

Saturday, 21 April
2007
9:30 AM — 10:30 AM

Donuts and Coffee
Rendezvous Registration and Dog
Show Registration

Sign in and pick up name
tags
Order your lunch and pay
at Registration

Saturday: 21 April 2007
10:30 AM — 12:30 PM

Welcome and Introductions
FLA Annual Meeting

Directors’ Presentations
Adoption of FLA Ethics
Guidelines
Elections

Saturday: 21 April 2007
1:00 PM — 2:00 PM

Lunch

Saturday: 21 April 2007
2:00 PM — 3:15 PM

Florida Lupine Association Annual
Dog Show
(There is a $15 entry fee for nonmembers.)

Bring your wolfdogs and
allow them to be judged
on various wolf-like trait
categories. You must pick
up food lures or treats
after you show you dog.

Saturday: 21 April 2007
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM

Auction

Our Major Fund Raising
Event: Please help us to
help wolfdogs and their
owners. Bring an item to
auction!

Saturday: 21 April 2007
5:30 PM

Announcement of
Dog Show Awards

Saturday: 21 April 2007
5:30 PM — 6:00 PM

Food Preparation
for Pot Luck Dinner
People needed to
bring a potluck dinner item

Saturday: 29 April 2007
6:30 PM — Until ?

Dinner, Socialization and Campfire

Sunday: 22 April 2007
8:00 AM — 11:00 AM

Breakfast, Pictures, We hope you enjoyed
Clean Up, Pack up, your weekend. Drive
Check Out
safely . See you in 2008.

Please contact Jill Parker
at info@floridalupine.org
or call her at 850-9562706 to let her know what
you can bring.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 7

B

A

E

C

D

E
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Animal Welfare vs. Animal Rights
From the Animal Welfare Council
[Although the Animal Welfare Council is primarily concerned with the ethical treatment of animals in various
sports/entertainment areas, the distinction between animal welfare and animal rights is important for all of us to understand.]
The issues surrounding the philosophies of animal rights
and animal welfare are very familiar to those who utilize animals in industry, entertainment, sport or recreation. As society
has migrated from our agricultural roots to a more urban existence, the importance of distinguishing between animal rights
and animal welfare becomes paramount.
ANIMAL WELFARE
Animal Welfare, as defined by the American Veterinary
Medical Association, is a human responsibility that encompasses all aspects of animal well-being, including proper housing, management, disease prevention and treatment, responsible
care, humane handling, and, when necessary, humane euthansia.
a . Animal welfare proponents seek to improve the treatment and well-being of animals.
b . Animal welfare proponents believe that humans can
interact with animals in entertainment, industry, sport and recreation, and industry, but that the interaction should include provisions for the proper care and management for all animals involved.
c . Animal welfare proponents support self-regulation of
animal sports, including rodeo, polo, three-day eventing, FFA
competitions, horse racing, field trials and endurance riding.
d . Animal welfare groups utilize scientific evidence to
base animal care and handling guidelines.

ANIMAL RIGHTS
Animal Rights is a philosophical view that animals
have rights similar or the same as humans. True animal
rights proponents [radical extremists] believe that humans
do not have the right to use animals at all. Animal rights
proponents wish to ban all use of animals by humans.
Animal rights proponents support laws and regulations
that would prohibit rodeos, horse racing, circuses, hunting,
life-saving medical research using animals, raising of livestock for food, petting zoos, marine parks , breeding of
purebred pets and any use of animals for industry,
entertainment, sport or recreation.
b . Animal rights proponents believe that violence,
misinformation and publicity stunts are valid uses of funding donated to their tax-exempt organizations for the purpose of helping animals.
c . Arson, vandalism and assault are common tactics
used by underground animal rights groups to further the
animal rights cause. [Extreme — but certainly not all —]
groups … routinely use criminal activities to further their
cause.
Reprinted with permission from the Animal Welfare Council
: http://www.animalwelfarecouncil.com/html/aw/contact.php

[Ed. Note: The AVMA also has concerns about the
impact of the animal rights groups upon responsible companion animals’ owners and has issued the following statement regarding Ownership vs. Guardianship:
"Any change in terminology describing the relationship
between animals and owners does not strengthen this relationship and may, in fact, diminish it. Such changes in terminology may decrease the ability of veterinarians to provide services and, ultimately, result in animal suffering."]

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P. O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
Adress:__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________County:__________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________
E-Mail:_________________________________

Office Phone:____________________________
*These are the only voting categories.*

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1765
De Funiak Springs, FL 32435
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

