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Someone recently mentioned the importance of the “ability to be still inside” in relating to animals. Let me try to explain what this
internal stillness means to me. I certainly don't
have all the answers, but I know that taking
time to let the animal read ME is part of what I
do. I call it to be on "wolf-time" (or animaltime) — and it will take as long as the animal
needs — NOT as long as “I” want.
I try to study the animal’s body language
and sounds: Have ever been to a strange country where you don't understand a word of what
people are saying, and barely half of what they
are doing? Now, imagine running into a fellow
countryman — or even someone who has lived
in your country and speaks your language, perhaps poorly, but understandably. You need to
connect with that person — that one person, in
all that mumbo-jumbo, that actually makes
sense — someone who gives you a familiar
feeling, and even if you only talk for a few
minutes, you will have the feeling that you
have know that person forever. This is similar
to the situation in which most pet animals find
themselves, and they, as we do, need that con-

nection.
But "love" of animals is not what it takes.
Respect — empathy, perhaps. But love in a
human sense is probably not it. "Love" is
different things to different people, and many
"love" their animals for their own personal
gain - to get something in return. I'm no expert on "love,” but I believe the kind of love
you need is the unselfish, unconditional love
for another individual: not just "I love
wolves", or "I love snakes" and not even "I
love my animals" — as, of course, most people do. That's fine in general, but it's not what
you need to connect with an animal. That
animal doesn’t care if you're Noah himself and love all animals — it only cares
about "ME.” It asks, “What do you feel about
ME? If I need more space and tell you so,
will you understand and back off? If I'm uncomfortable, will you give me time to settle
down, and reassures me?”
You have to think from the animal’s
point of view — all the time! And in that lies
the ability to "be still inside.” You can NOT
be thinking about your own needs, feelings,
personal problems, or even your love of animals for that matter. You need to clear your
mind, and focus on that animal’s needs. A
song called "Free your mind, and the rest will
follow" comes to mind. It's probably more
about NOT doing,
Arctic Pups
than doing. I don't
think I do a whole
lot when I interact
with animals. I
rather think it's
what I don't do that
makes a difference. And when I
do interact, I let
the animal lead —
something
I
learned from Fred
Donaldson,
(Continued on page 5)
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Then there was the Dog Show. Vicki did a superb job in
organizing and running this year's Show. We all owe her a
thank you. This is not an easy job as there are many organBy Al Mitchell
izational issues she resolved superbly. Thanks, Vicki, from
all of us. And we must not forget the Judges. Kim Miles,
The Sixth Annual FLA Spring Rendezvous is now history! Nancy Brown from North Carolina, and Jerry Mills from
Once again, those who made the journey to the Elite Resort at Texas made a great team. And in discussions later, I learned
Salt Springs in the Ocala National Forest, found a beautiful spot that they pretty much in agreement about the winners in all
to spend the weekend with other wolfdogs (and the people they categories. Thanks, Judges.
brought with them). The cottages are truly outstanding, but,
Juan is especially responsible for keeping us afloat anunfortunately, we just didn’t have enough available. The key is other year. He was super — and entertaining —auctioneer.
to reserve early as the cottages get snapped up quickly.
Vicki, again, jumped in and helped him. We made out better
I am very grateful to the Elite resort and their staff. We had this year in our fund raising activities than in any previous
all the support we needed without any glitches. The new Activi- year. Thank you, Juan and Vicki, and thanks to all those
ties Director, Sherry, jumped right in and even prepared the Sat- who brought and bought items.
urday lunch. That cake she surprised us with was beyond expecAlthough I hate to mention it, we are now entering the
tations. We are in her debt. With Doris handling the reservations 2005 Hurricane Season. We still have a Disaster Fund open
and the advance preparations and Sherry taking care of us once for individuals who need help. Hopefully, we won't get hit
we arrived, we had fantastic support.
again, but contributions would be appreciated. Contributions
A Big Thank You to Diane Engelsman for the Reservation may be tax deductible if you itemize.
tent and to Kim and Jody for the Dog Show Tent. We actually
As required in the By-Laws, Florida Lupine Associaused three tent flyers this year: Reservations, Dog Show, and tion, Inc. must have an Annual Meeting in the Spring. I
FOOD. Of course, Mayo brought the Food Tent. Now I know we thank those who participated in the meeting and in reelecting
have the Rendezvous to meet other people and dogs, but the Mayo, Jody, and me for another term as members of your
FOOD was just a culinary delight! Each meal outdid the previ- Board of Directors. We will all do our utmost to represent,
ous one. If Mayo ever retires from his day job, he can certainly inform, and protect the FLA membership in particular and
get employment as a chef. Between Mayo's grilling, Jody's eggs, Florida’s wolfdog community in general. At any time, feel
Sherry's lunch, and the outstanding dishes everyone brought, no free to ask questions of the Board as we are YOUR
one went home hungry.
BOARD. Email to us at info@floridalupine.org, write a letI was most pleased to have the State Veterinarian with us for ter, or call one of us with your concerns and/or questions.
the weekend. Doctor Carina Blackmore is a very key player at
We also need additional hands to make Florida Lupine
the state level in decisions regarding public health issues. She Association grow. If you are willing to work on a commitexplained the public health process to us and was gracious in tee, please let me know. At this point, we will be establishresponding to our questions, I am certain that she would gladly ing four committees in July: Education, Legislative, Rendezrespond to additional questions or comments from our members. vous 2006, and Membership.
Let me know if you’d like her contact information.
Again, thanks to all who made the 2005 Rendezvous
great!

From the Desk of FLA President

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg
I want to say Hey to all the folks who came to the Spring
Rendezvous. Despite the fact we ended up in competition with a
huge family reunion that reserved most of the cabins, we had 64
people attend the weekend event. Once again, we escaped the
rain for the dog show. And we had a great group of wolfdogs
and puppies again this year. You all can look for their pictures in
the member insert. I’m sure the couple in the RV with the two
lap dogs are still telling stories about the “giant” wolves gathered
in the resort! So to all of you who attended, I sincerely hope ya
had a super time. Maybe we can talk Cheryl into doing Ribs
again, and get Diane to bring her soon-to-be-famous Hush Puppy
chef!!
Most of you all know that the Rendezvous is our moneymaking event in addition to a chance to get people and Wolfdogs
together. Well, this year was a banner year in that we took in
$1238.00!! And that does not include the renewal and new mem-

berships that we had during the Rendezvous. Each year we
continue to do better from a financial standpoint, and at the
same time we get better at the activities and fun stuff. All due
to your member support. We also got some great suggestions
and things people would like to see next year, which we will
try to incorporate to make 2006 an even better year.
Summer is here, the humidity is getting higher, and it’s
time to check to make sure your outside dogs have plenty of
fresh
water and shade to
escape
the heat. Even here
in
“north” Florida, the
dogs are
digging for cooler
ground
and panting in the
shade.
Since dogs often
don’t
know when to quit
playing,
keep an eye out
when
they are outside—
especially if they are
normally inside dogs.
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From the “Virtual” Desk of the
Webmaster
By Jody Haynes
This column represents an opportunity for me, as the FLA
Webmaster, to provide the FLA members with notices of updates made to the website since the last newsletter. However,
because new items worthy of being included on the FLA website do not come in to me at regular intervals, website updates
do not occur at specific intervals. Therefore, my column in the
past two newsletters has not discussed website updates, but
rather has focused on timely topics of interest to our members.
But currently I’m encountering a new problem involving
the website in general and updating the 2005 Rendezvous
section of the FLA website in particular. Although I am the
Webmaster and have access to update the website, I am unable to fix problems or glitches on the server that hosts (free

From the Desk of FLA Secretary
By Melissa Kondratick
FLA offers the following special info packets: (1) safe
containment for wolfdogs, (2) being a responsible breeder, (3)
finding an ethical breeder, (4) breed-specific legislation information, and (5) sample puppy sales contracts with spay/neuter
clauses. These packets are free. Contact FLA at info@floridalupine.org or the Editor at (352) 376-2083, if you or anyone
you know is interested in an info packet.

PROPOSED FLORIDA ANIMAL REGULATIONS
By Al Mitchell, President FLA
There are currently four ordinances being proposed at the
county level in Florida which have the potential to dramatically impact the rights of dog owners and breeders.
Palm Beach County is considering numerous changes to
their existing animal control ordinance. First, the definition of
hobby breeder has been revised to limit these breeders to 2
litters or less annually. Anyone who sells more than 2 litters
per year will be defined as a "pet dealer" and required to comply with new regulations that significantly expand the state pet
dealer law. The proposal also allows for inspections without a
warrant, mandates micro chipping and makes a host of other
changes. For additional information about Palm Beach contact
the Boca Raton Kennel Club at Pat@KesefSchnauzers.com.
Orange County has proposed a rewrite of their animal
control ordinance affecting many areas of dog ownership.
First, it establishes a "pet dealer" as anyone who engages in
the sale of more than 2 litters or twenty dogs per year. Although the definition is consistent with state law, in Orange
County this classification will require compliance with added
registration requirements and inspections. It will also require
that any time an animal is left alone there be an emergency
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of charge) the FLA website. Over the past few weeks, there
have been some problems with the server that have prohibited
me from making any changes or additions to the FLA website.
I have contacted our server administrator and he is trying to
fix the problem, but so far he has not been successful.
I know that FLA members like to see new photos each
year and that the Rendezvous photos section is a very important component of our website. However, because our server
administrator has not able to fix the problem — and he may
not be able to fix it prior to the newsletter being mailed to
members — I feel that the best thing for me to do is just to be
honest and tell you all that I am working on getting the problems fixed so that I can add the new photos.
With that said, I would ask you to please be patient because we are working on getting the problem resolved, and I
would also encourage you to check back regularly to see if
new photos have been added.
Thank you all for your consideration and understanding!

Note from the Editor (from the Raven’s desk)
By Joan E. Ford
The 2005 Rendezvous! My first time working at the Registration Booth alongside Melissa. The job didn’t entail much until
swarms of dogs with their people arrived — all at the same time.
The weather was perfect, but for me, chaos reigned! Fortunately,
Melissa knew what she was doing as I scrambled to figure out who
needed to sign what next. As usual, Kim stepped up and helped me
get organize. And another BIG THANKS to my good friend Kastle
Brill, who came down from New York to attend and found herself
appointed the official Polaroid photographer for the day.
contact available. Additionally, the county is also extensively
rewriting their dangerous dog ordinance. It has been reported
that there is a lack of an exemption for dogs that have been provoked, as well as a vaguely defined process for designating an
animal dangerous. Finally, the proposal makes changes to the
existing nuisance ordinance, substantially changing many definitions and limiting tethering of animals. For more information
on Orange County legislation, contact the Florida Association
of Kennel Clubs at dja0218@aol.com.
In 2004, Sarasota County officials considered and rejected a measure that included breeder licensing and permits.
The proposal was sent to a working group for further study and
that group is expected to soon make recommendations to the
Animal Advisory Committee and the County Commission. The
AKC is hopeful that the working group will be recommending
against these changes, but recommends that it is important that
owners remain vigilant and continue to monitor this proposal.
For more information on canine legislation in Sarasota County,
contact the Mid-Florida Golden Retriever Club at goldenrescue.net@verizon.net.
In Citrus County a newly introduced proposal would restrict owners to a cumulative total of 6 dogs and/or cats and
would prohibit breeding and sale of dogs or cats from a residen(Continued on page 11)
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by human socialization or by habituation — but mind you, it has nothing to
do with domestication. And the zero
flight distance may change from person
to person and situation to situation. It
may change over time. It may change
with a of a single event.
Always be aware of an animal’s
flight distance and let the animal come
to you, walk through your flight distance, and step into your critical zone —
never the other way around. Observing
this caveat will give you a lot more unforgettable moments with all kinds of
wild animals. And it may just save your
butt too.
Runar Ness is an animal behaviorist and canine trainer in Norway.
Runar Dances with Dolphins
(Continued from page 1)

whom I met at Raised by Wolves in
NM.
O. Fred Donaldson, Ph.D., is a
"play specialist" who has studied play
with children and animals. He has written a book called Playing by Heart: The
vision and practice of belonging. Among other things, he told me that
in approaching, and working with,
abused children, you need to copy what
they do. If you observe and do exactly
what the child does, the child can control your moves and thereby feel more
in control and safe.
Once understood, the child can
non-verbally tell you what it wants you
to do, or what it will allow you to do.
Touching can be a real problem for
many abused children, so they will tell
you when and where to touch them by
touching YOU in a certain "safe" place
— like your nose or hand, thus signaling that you are allowed to touch them
on the nose just as hard, for just as
long. So you copy it exactly! If they are
slow, you are slow. If they are soft, you
are soft. If they are at a distance waving
at you, you duplicate their moves and
wave back — you do not approach!
That may be all the child is ready for at
the time.
These children have to feel they
are in control! Otherwise, they will drift
of and avoid you all together, and you
get nowhere. This is now the same principle I use with animals. It gives the

animal a sense of control; it promotes trust
and "belonging.” And I never step into the
animal’s flight zone or its “critical zone”
— where an attack is easily provoked. People who work around animals often forget
this critical zone, and forgetting can have
dire consequences.
The definition of
“critical zone” is that space in which the
animal decides you are close enough to be
a threat, but it cannot escape, can not
freeze, and can not defuse the situation
with appeasing communication. The animal perceives that its only option to regain
safety is to attack.
A typical example is an animal on a
chair — or in a cage. In these situations,
the animal may not be signaling distress in
a way we humans can see or understand. It
may actually put on a “poker face” and
hide its true emotional response as a system of defense — until the genuine attack.
This is one reason why we too often hear:
“The animal attacked without any warning.” If given a choice, with the exception
of some polar bears, most animals would
much rather run away than attack any human, but you must remain in the flight
zone or beyond and not enter its critical
zone.
The flight zone is that distance at
which the animal still has the choice of
fight or flight. Within its flight zone, it
will move away from you if you approach
and maintain a constant flight distance for
as long as it so chooses. By definition, a
“tame” animal is one that has a flight distance of zero, which can be achieved either

This article is printed with
permission and is copyrighted © 2005 by
Runar Ness.

Summer Heat Fries
Dogs’ Feet (A Repeat)
It's summertime in Florida, and all
but the hardiest of snowbirds have already made their retreat northward. Hot
tropical breezes ooze with moisture as
afternoon thunderstorms disrupt the
typically calm, sultry days. Meteorologists diligently keep a watchful eye on
warm waters, tracking tropical waves,
depressions, storms, as well as the occasional hurricane.
We are often warned about leaving
dogs (or any other pets) in a car during
this hot weather, but there is another
danger that may not be quite so apparent
to us. When the air temperature reaches
100 degrees, the surface temperature of
asphalt in a street or parking lot can be
over 150 degrees! This can give a dog
(or cat or person) second degree burns
on their feet in as little as 10 minutes of
walking! Yes, it's summertime in Florida — the time when "Summer Heat
Fries Dogs' Feet."
Source: Institute of Food & Agriculture
Sciences, University of Florida
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Nature vs. Nurture: Part I, Nature
By Suzie Myers
During a fictional conversation between a psychologist and a pathologist,
the issue of nature vs. nurture arose. The
psychologist comments: "From what I've
gathered, very, very bad behavior is a
combination of genes and environment.
Like most everything else of consequences in human behavior," spoken by
a psychologist in the novel. The pathologist replies, "A cocktail of nature and
nurture, " and continues, "What are you
thoughts about the concept of the bad
seed?" The psychologist replies, "The
stuff of fiction, . . . which isn't to say that
serious violence doesn’t manifest
young."* Is it Nature or Nurture, an ageold quandary? Although, this dialogue
refers to humans, the same questions are
asked about canines. In the wolfdog
community, we are always on the search
for clues about nature and nurture.
Which is it? How do we know? Can we
be sure? Let’s explore some of the aspects of nature and nurture.
Studying wolfdogs give us a chance
to explore a canine with both a domesticated and a wild heritage. As Kim Miles
said, “We have the dog (a truly domestic
animal) and we are injecting the wolf
(not a domestic animal — a tame but
wild animal) into the mix and creating
animals that aren't technically fully domesticated and aren't technically fully
wild but varying degrees of both. In
other words, the progeny (i.e., wds) have
the propensity to grow to a more mature
state than the regular old domestic dog
(especially the F1s and higher contents)
— and therein (i.e., the degree of maturation) is the primary difference between
the wolf and the dog.”
How does the question of nature and
nurture apply to wolfdogs? Separating
what is the nature of the animal without
human intervention helps to explain
which behaviors, drives, and parts of the
canine’s physical appearance), and morphology (the actual structure of the canine, based on the scientific study of
canines). Separating what is nurture
helps to explain what behaviors in the
animal can be shaped, developed, modified, and extinguished. Nurture includes
all the things we, as humans, do to so-

cialize, train, feed, and enrich our canines.
So where do we start? In the womb?
Well, yes, that’s a start. One caveat,
though, selective breeding falls into the
realm of nurture, since the responsible
breeder is purposefully selecting the sire
and dam for specific traits. When wolfdog puppies are conceived, they start
their journey on a path already mapped
out by nature through genetics. The pups
develop in the womb — seemingly, a
safe, secluded place where nature determines the pups’ genetic material. But is
that really true? What about the nourishment we give the pregnant mom? If she is
feed quality food both prior to conception
and during conception isn’t this nurture
by manipulating the environment of the
canine? What about trauma to the mom
during her pregnancy? This surely is an
outside force, not genetics, playing a part
in the development of the pups in utero.
Some issues to consider prior to discussing nature are physical diseases and
disorders which can have genetic or developmental origins, without being a nurture issue. Genetic diseases and physical
disorders which affect behavior can be
the result of unplanned breeding or breeding too closely in line-breeding. Diseases
which have either genetic or developmental origins are seizure disorders, including
epilepsy; hip dysplasia; liver diseases,
including shunts; eye diseases, including
pannus and glaucoma; degenerative myelopathy, a spinal cord disease where the
hind legs have a loss of coordination;
Fanconi syndrome, a disease of the kidneys where the electrolytes are not properly reabsorbed; neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis, a neurological disorder affecting
the central nervous system; and alopecia,
a disease sometimes called “funky coat”
which results in hair loss. These are only
some of the genetic and physical disorders which can affect canine behavior.
These questions of nature and nurture are complicated, but let’s start with
nature, including the so-called “hardwired” aspects of behavior and the inherited phenotype of the canine. All canines,
including wolves, from which dogs and
wolfdogs descended, have basics drives.

These drives include pack drive (social
cohesiveness), predation (hunting), territoriality (resource guarding), food
drive, sex drive (for reproduction), aggression/flight drive, and play drive.
These drives are “hard-wired” in all
canines and are what makes canines
predators. These drives evolved for the
survival of the species. Each of these
drives can be shaped through nurture.
For instance, the predation or hunting
drive is built into each and every canine,
but hunting skills can be practiced and
honed. Alpha wolves attain the pack
leader position not only by domination,
but also from becoming skilled hunters
and guiding the pack to successful
hunts. A “hard-wired” drive is can be
developed to a higher degree. In Border
Collies, the predation or hunting drive is
developed by the dog trainer to herd
sheep. The trainer takes the built in
drive and shapes it for a specific purpose, i.e., herding sheep.
But where nature can go wrong is
when the “hard-wiring” is over the top
— the “bad seed” analogy. How does
that happen? Sometimes, genetics plays
a part when lines of wolves, wolfdogs,
or dogs are born with overly aggressive
tendencies. Some of you may have
heard or read about King I who has
been residing at Wolf Spirit Sanctuary,
formerly Candy Kitchen. King’s son
also resides there. Neither wolf is able
to connect with humans on any meaningful level. There are other wolfdogs in
that line that have had the same problem. Some have been humanely euthanized, rather than having the animal
living a life that doesn’t allow for human interaction.
In canine rescue, there are times
when we see dogs in a feral state —
they have received no human socialization. A fellow rescuer recently took in a
feral mother dog. This is her story: “I
am sending you a picture of a feral dog
that was brought to me last August from
a hoarder / junk yard. I believe there
were close to 40+ dogs there in Muskegon (only 1 adult dog was adoptable).
This little girl pictured stayed in this
(Continued on page 11)
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Book Reviews
Mind of the Raven: Investigations and adventures
with wolf-birds
By Bernd Heinrich, Cliff Street Books
Reviewed by Kastle Brill
This is Bernd Heinrich’s second book on ravens, the first
being Ravens in Winter, but he is best known for Bumblebee Economics, which was nominated for the National Book Award. On
the book jacket, he is called “science writer,” but I would describe
him more as a scientist who is a writer. The book is a report of his
observations and research on ravens into which he incorporates
the research of others, including Doug Smith the Yellowstone,
Project Director of the Yellowstone Wolf Reintroduction Project.
In legend and in reality, ravens are associated with wolves.
The number of ravens has increased in Yellowstone in response
to the reintroduction of the wolves, because ravens depend upon
wolves to provide opened carcasses. In spite of their large bills,
ravens’ bills are too weak to open the tough skin of a large animal.
Heinrich and others have observed that ravens seem to prefer
to feed at carcasses at which wolves are feeding, and are wary of
abandoned carcasses. Like wolves, ravens are shy and wary of the
unusual. Wolves seem to tolerate the ravens and ravens are bold
with wolves, even pulling their tails or teasing them on occasion.
Like wolves, ravens will cache food for future use. And just as
wolves have larger craniums and brains than other canids, ravens
have larger skulls and brains than other birds (except some parrots). The corvids (crow family) have larger brains than other
birds, and the ravens the largest of the corvids.
Much of Heinrich’s observation of ravens took place in a

large aviary in the northern woods of Vermont. There he
raised infant ravens, and was able to observe social and
mating behavior, which is not possible with wild ravens, as
they are very clever, have fairly large territories, and next in
the highest trees. He amusingly recounts the physical hardships of his fieldwork, including the difficult task of climbing raven trees to observe the eggs and fledglings. It was
these difficulties, which lead him to capture young ravens
for (slightly) more convenient and more intimate observations.
At the aviary, Heinrich was able to observe ravens
playing, solving difficult puzzles, and, in particular, “lying.”
In the wild, ravens will fly a considerable distance to hide
food. When given a large quantity of cacheable food in the
aviary, his birds would practice deception in order to hide
food without it being immediately discovered by the other
birds. An alpha bird, first at a carcass, would eat while
other birds waited, and then obviously “hide” a piece of
food. The bird would then wait on the carcass while the
other birds went for the “hidden” bit, and then surreptitiously secrete more food elsewhere while his cohorts were
distracted.
In spite of his being a reputable biologist and author,
Heinrich reports that many of his scientific papers about
raven behavior and particularly about raven intelligence and
problem solving abilities were not accepted for publication.
It seems that it is still uncomfortable to consider intelligence
(or emotions) as the province of humans only. The Mind of
the Raven is an interesting read. It is not “popular science”
but a jargon-free, enjoyable scientific book
Copyright © 2005, Kastle Brill

Legend of the White Wolf by Max Elliot Anderson
For ages 8-12. 160 pages. Baker Trittin Concepts, April 2005. Paperback
Reviewed by Mayra Calvani
"Brian Fischer had a life that most boys can
only dream about." Thus starts this heartwarming adventure story of faith and friendship sure to delight young readers and adults
alike. Eleven-year-old Brian lives in a small
town nestled in the northern gateway to Yellowstone National Park. Surrounded by the
peaceful beauty and mystery of nature, he
delights in hiking with his best friend
Tommy and listen to alluring stories told by Windwalker, a wise
and kind old Indian who lives in a remote cabin in the forest.
Though he lives a normal, happy life, Brian has been profoundly
"marked" by something he experienced when he was a small boy:
while exploring the woods, he once saved a white wolf pup from
a metal trap. The mother wolf had witnessed the affair without
harming Brian. Since that day Brian believes the white wolf and
he are "brothers," and he dreams of a second encounter.
There's only one problem. No one believes him, not even his
father. To make Brian's story more impossible, Windwalker as-

sures him that the white wolf has supernatural powers. But
something evil has come to disrupt the serenity of the forest-a band of hunters whose sole interest is to destroy
wolves. Will Brian be able to stop them before they harm
his beloved white wolf? But how do this when not even his
family believe him in the first place? Endangering his own
life, Brian sets on a quest to prove the existence of "his"
wolf.
Can you believe in what you can't see? The novel plays
with concepts of belief and faith without appearing obvious
or "preachy" while combining elements of suspense that
will make the reader's heart race. The language is simple
and graceful, giving a sense of innocence and beauty to parallel the setting and age of the characters. Contrasting with
this "goodness" are the wolf hunters, bringing the reader
face to face with cruelty and callousness at its worst.
The author also offers insights into the nature of this mysterious, magnificent animal which has suffered such a bad
reputation in the past. Young readers of adventure stories
will relish this. Adults who love and admire wolves will be
charmed.
Published with permission. Originally published on Curled Up
With a Good Book (www.curledup.com), copyrighted © 2005
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Kids Learning About . . . . Wolverines
By Peg Meisch
Devil Bear. Demon of the North.
Glutton. Hmmm, nowhere in this list of
titles do I see anything that resembles the
animal that took raw meat from my hand
more gently than any other animal I've
ever hand-fed, including my mellow old
dog. Here is how Ernest Thompson Seton
described them in 1909, "Picture a weasel
-- and most of us can do that, for we have
met that little demon of destruction, that
small atom of insensate courage, that symbol of slaughter, sleeplessness, and tireless, incredible activity -- picture that
scrap of demoniac fury, multiply that mite
some fifty times, and you have the likeness
of a Wolverine."
Wolverines don't let us know a whole
lot about them. Wild wolverines prefer to
be left alone by humans, making them very
difficult to study. And as with most animals we don't understand, our myths,
based on sketchy and often inaccurate information, are held as gospel truth. As
with most animals we don’t understand,
we assume the worst. We do know that
they do not hear well nor see well, but as is
often the case with people with certain
disabilities, they have developed another
sense far beyond typical; with wolverines
it is a powerful sense of smell. Their inability to see or hear well has caused them
to be very defensive. #1 rule when dealing
with captive wolverines: Let a sleeping
wolverine lie. They are even grumpier
than I am when I wake up. When startled,
they turn into a defensive ball of claws and
fangs.

Wolverines are the second largest
members of the mustelid (weasel) family,
exceeded only by the sea otter. Other
members include the weasel, skunk, otter,

badger, pine marten, fisher, and ferret.
They display the classic "boingy-boingy"
gait like the weasel, and also enjoy sliding activities like the otter. Wolverines
are very intelligent. Their intelligence
level has been compared to that of a fouryear-old human child. In my experience,
that four-year-old mentality also includes
a bratty sense of humor, and testing of
their handlers. It also gives competition
to Houdini's escape aptitude.
For a number of years, I volunteered
at a wolf exhibit at the Northwest Sports
Show at the Minneapolis Convention
Center. A filmmaker brought a captive
wolf. His wolf took a liking to me, and
dragged the owner cross the parking lot
on its leash, to jump on me and shower
me with kisses. (The wolf, not the filmmaker.) He invited me to visit all of his
animals sometime. When I called, he was
out of the state, but his wife invited me to
visit. This was my first experience with
captive wolverines. The only wolverine I
had seen previously was at Denali National Park. I sat on a bluff for 5 hours,
reading a book and watching a kill-site
where I had been told of wolf and grizzly
sightings near the river below on the previous day. The wolverine was the only
critter I saw. But that's logical; after the
predators eat their fill, the scavengers
take over. Their habitat is the far north the circumpolar regions.
Shortly after this visit, due to an
unforeseen set of circumstances, I was
asked to foster the animals. Since I had
an empty, well-fenced area where my
wolf used to live and an extra bedroom,
(and have the word “softie” written on
my forehead), my solitary lifestyle suddenly changed. We built pens inside the
fenced area where my wolf used to live,
and soon there were five hand-raised wolverines in the pens. The youngest, Borealis and his sister Aurora, were about a
year old. Star, another female, was not
handleable. She told me that Aurora
would not be able to be handled soon
either. The adult female wolverines just
weren't comfortable being handled, perhaps because in the wild they must defend their young as well as find food for
them

In the wild, males have up to a
100 sq. mi. territory or larger, while
females have smaller territories within
the area. They spend their lives traveling within their territories, and only
use a den to raise the 2-3 young, usually born in March. In the past it had
been believed that the females raise
their young alone. However, it has
recently been discovered that the polygamous males do spend time with
their various families.
While the mother is the primary
caregiver from birth to 8 months of
age, their father often accompanies the
kits from physical maturity (8 months)
until they are about 14 months old.
They are neither necessarily nocturnal
nor diurnal; they travel and rest as
they wish. They mate sometime between May and August, and exhibit
delayed implantation, only accepting
the pregnancy if they are healthy
enough to bear young. Now if only
humans could figure out how to do
that!
My friend’s wolverines had originally been used in 1994 for the making of the movie, “Running Free,”
starring One Paw, so-named due to his
one white paw. The movie didn’t
make it to theatres, but it occasionally
can be found at video stores. The
Alaskan scenery is truly spectacular,
but my apologies to the author…the
story line is rather lame. Nevertheless, it’s worth watching as it contains
a lot of information on the making of
the film and handling of the animals.
I discovered that the captive wolverines in my backyard were on the following year's animal venue at the
sports show. Our goal was to acclimate the wolverines to noise and activity, so they wouldn't freak out at the
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show. We set up a loud radio with a timer.
They watched us use chain saws, a log
splitter, shovels, hammers, etc.; anything to
get them accustomed to noise. If one of us
sat near the pen when there was a new experience and talked softly, assured them
that everything was ok and just acted normal, they'd pick up on that and ignore the
disturbance.
I was shocked at how gently they took
treats from fingers. They very cautiously
took the meat in their teeth, then pulled it
back to make sure that they had just the
meat and not your fingers before they bit
into it. You know that classic snarling
pose? Their owner taught one of them to
open his mouth and wrinkle his nose with a
hand signal, and was rewarded with a treat.
Of our wolverines, Borealis weighed
the least at 35-40 pounds, and the older
males weighed 50-55 — somewhat heavier
than their wild relatives, due to their regular diet of vitamin-fortified meat. In the
wild, wolverines are mainly scavengers.
They are fierce fighters, and have been
known to win an argument over a kill with
grizzlies and wolves. It's not like they are
going to kill the bear or the wolf; the
wolves and bears simply get tired of getting
bit and scratched. Although not their main
way of making a living, they have been
known to kill caribou and moose by biting
them in the neck.
Wolverines don't seem to know when
to quit. They are the epitome of determination and tenacity. Their skin is extremely
thick. After a play-fight among the wolverines, when it sounds like demons themselves are tearing each other into shreds,
they'll walk away totally unscathed. Their
jaw strength is equal to or above that of a
wolf; 1400+ pounds per square inch. Dave
Mech once told a group of us about watching wolves at Denali National Park through
a spotting scope. He said that the wolves
were pulling at something, like they were
playing tug-of-war with a caribou skin.
But he said it looked a little too intense for
play; one would jump out of the circle, and
another would join. Suddenly they all dissipated, and a wolverine walked out from
the midst of them. A wolverine can fight
off a single wolf, but it is unusual for one
to be able to fend off an entire pack. This
one must have been one tough dude!
The genus and species names for wolverine are Gulo gulo. Gulo translates to
glutton. This misnomer likely arose from

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS

the fact that people assumed they ate a lot
more than they actually do. They are
incessant cachers. They will bury their
food and come back for it much later,
using that great sense of smell and their
intelligence to locate it. This same intelligence has gotten them into trouble,
though. Trappers hate having a wolverine
near their trap line. They are often too
smart to get caught in the trap themselves,
as they notice the scent of the trapper.
But if another animal happens to get
caught, the wolverine thinks he's hit the
jackpot; just follow the trapper's scent,
and get lots of "munchies on a stick."
I have also read of wilderness travelers and trappers who have buried their
own caches under huge amounts of rock
and timber, only to return and find it dug
up and eaten, or despoiled, by a wolverine. Wolverines tend to mark their property by urinating on it. This includes
"their" humans. When giving a "piggyback-ride" to a wolverine, the ultimate
compliment was if they peed on your
back. I did a lot of laundry when they
lived with me.
At the Sports Show, we set up two
enclosures, some exhibits, and an information table. At the information booth,

we had an example of a wolf paw print
and a wolverine paw print, which is almost as large as the wolf’s. I recall one
woman who insisted that the sizes were
not to scale. After she came back from
seeing the wolverines, she apologized.
She had no idea of the huge size of the
wolverine's paws. Almost everyone's first
impression of a wolverine is that it is
reminiscent of a bear cub with overgrown
paws.
We also learned a lot from other people at the show. There were a number of
booths for activities in Canada and
Alaska. An Alaskan pilot told the story of

how he had seen wolves eating a
recently-killed moose from his
plane. The following day he was
curious, so he flew back to the area
to see what was left of the moose.
He saw some movement at the kill
site. He said, "I know it is illegal to
harass wildlife, but I was just too
curious" and swooped down with
his plane. The movement he saw
was a wolverine. It jumped up and
tried to attack his plane! Yup,
they're tenacious!
As with most large mammals,
humans are the main predators of
wolverines. The wolverine is listed
by IUCN as "vulnerable." When it
was considered for ESA listing, not
enough information was available
to prove whether they are endangered in the US. Quite ironic —
we can't find enough of them to
study, to prove that their population
is low. The only states in the
Lower 48 with populations of wolverines are Montana and Idaho,
although there have been some
sightings in Boundary Waters Canoe Area in Minnesota.
My favorite question at the
Sports Show was from a boy who
appeared to be around 12 years old.
He saw me in the pen with two of
the wolverines and asked me a
question. His question was, "Are
you CRAZY?!?!" My answer was
an emphatic "Yes!"
For more information about wolverines, see
www.wolverinefoundation.org.
This article is printed with permission and copyrighted © 2005
by Peg Meisch.
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MEDICAL NEWS
Grief & the Loss of a Pet
By Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff
Grief upon the loss of a pet is a normal response, and a very individual
one. For some people, grieving for a pet
who has died may be an even more
difficult process than grieving for a human loved one. One reason is that
the support network of understanding
and caring people may be smaller. If a
person has lost a human loved one, the
friends, family, co-workers, etc.,
will all be understanding. They may send
cards, flowers, and offer food and
companionship.
This is often not the case when a pet
dies. The death of a pet is difficult
enough to bear; in some cases, the
whereabouts or cause of death of the pet
is unknown. The pet may have run away
or been stolen, or, the owner may have
needed to surrender the pet to a humane
shelter. In these situations, there is seldom any closure. The owner does not
know when or if the pet has died, or if
lost, whether the pet will ever come
back. As a result, when to stop searching
and when to begin the grieving
process are unsure. There may also be
additional quilt associated with this type
of loss.
Doing something positive during
this time of sadness may help the grieving process by celebrating the life of the
pet.
Activities which may help include:
*Planting flowers or a tree in memory of the pet
*Making a charitable donation or
volunteering your time at a local
shelter
*Holding a funeral or memorial service (you may want to personalize a
monument or memorial urn as a
tribute to your devoted pet
*Placing your pet's nametag on your
key ring
*Creating a memorial photo album
or scrap book.
*Framing a photograph
Do Animals Grieve?
We all know of animals who have
stopped eating, playing, or interacting
when another pet in the household has
died. They are experiencing a loss of
their own; plus they often sense the

owner's sorrow as well. After a pet dies,
we can help the other pets in the household
by keeping their routines as
unchanged as possible. Increasing their
activity through going for walks or
playing with toys may be helpful. This will
not only benefit your pet, but
help you too. If they are acting depressed
or are not eating, be careful not
to reinforce or reward their behavior. Giving them extra attention or
different food when they behave this way
may actually cause them to start
using those behaviors as ways to obtain
more attention or get special
treats.
Should I get another pet?
When or if you should get another pet
varies with the individual and the
choice is a personal one. Some people may
want to find a new pet almost
immediately. Sometimes, they may have
unrealistic expectations of the new
pet, especially if they are getting a young,
r a mb u n c t i o u s a n i ma l a f t e r a n
older, mature one has died. Others need
longer to work through their grief
before they are physically and emotionally
ready for another pet. In either
case, we all know you are not replacing
your pet, but finding another animal
with whom you can share life. Some people may find it is just not possible
for them to have another pet. You need to
do what is right for you.
In general, you should give children
some time before getting another pet.
Getting a pet too soon may cause the child
to feel guilty or disloyal, and
they may have difficulty bonding to the
new pet. The child may also think
that if something happened to them, they
would soon be forgotten and a
substitute would be found. They need to
understand that friendships cannot
immediately be replaced.
People who have a pet who has died
need to talk to someone. Often, family
members and friends are very supportive,
but in some instances, they may not
understand how important your pet was to
you. It is important to find someone who
does understand.
Copyright © 2002 Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission
from PetEducation.com.On-linestore at
http://www.DrsFosterSmith.com. Free pet supply
c a t a l o g : 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 2 3 - 4 2 0 8 .
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THE RAINBOW BRIDGE
‘'There is a bridge connecting
Heaven and Earth. It is called the Rainbow Bridge because of its many colors.
Just this side of the Rainbow Bridge
there is a land of meadows, hills and
valleys with lush green grass. When a
beloved pet dies, the pet goes to this
place. There is always food and water
and warm spring weather. All the animals who have been ill and old are restored to health and vigor; those who
were hurt or maimed are made whole
and strong again, just as we remember
them in our dreams of days and times
gone by.
The animals are happy and content,
except for one small thing; they each
miss someone very special to them, who
had to be left behind. They all run and
play together, but the day comes when
one suddenly stops and looks into the
distance. Her bright eyes are intent; her
eager body begins to quiver.
Suddenly she begins to run from
the group, flying over the green grass,
her legs carrying her faster and faster.
You have been spotted, and when you
and your special friend finally meet, you
cling together in joyous reunion. The
happy kisses rain upon your face; your
hands again caress the beloved head,
and you look once more into the trusting
eyes of your pet, so long gone from
your life but never absent from your
heart.
Then you cross the Rainbow Bridge
together, never again to be separated.”
Author Unknown
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(Continued from page 6)

same position for 3 days. No one could
get close to her, after one of her pups
had to be removed after it died, we and
our vet decided to have her humanely
PTS . I then took over being momma for
the four remaining pups. All 4 have
done very nicely and are in forever
homes: they were happy normal pup-
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genetic factor that resulted in the dog’s being
feral. Nevertheless, the mother dog lived in
an existence of fear in what could be termed
a natural state.
Nature is wonderful and complex. Canines can have genetic defects that affect
behavior. Canines can have mutations or
flukes of nature that are not genetic, but affect behavior. In part II, we’ll take a look
Nurture, the other key ingredient in the cocktail of life. The good news is that a wolfdog’s
genetics or congenital issues dealt by nature
may be shaped by how it’s nurtured.
* from Jonathan Kellerman’s The Conspiracy
Club
(to be continued)
Printed with permission and copyrighted ©
2005 by Suzie Myers

Little Momma
pies. I called their momma "Little
Momma."
I was also brought a dog I believe
was Little Momma's sister and that
dog’s pups. The mother dog escaped; I
then had her 4 pups only days old along
with the other 4 pups I was already bottle-feeding. We sat food out for the second momma now called Bridget and
was able to live trap her 2 weeks later,

Feral Pups
she was taken to a trainer friend and is
still with her and doing great. Her pups
also did very well and all 3 (one passed
away) are in their forever homes.
Bridget did not have that "wild" look in
her eyes when she was caught, and we
thought their might be a chance for her
— there was. The second picture is of
Little Momma's pups at about 4 weeks
old.”
In this example, the feral dog, although a domesticated canine, had survived in a wild or natural state without
the influence of nurture. There wasn’t a

Proposed FL Animal Regulations
(Continued from page 4)

tial structure unless a special permit is obtained. Breeders would be subject to government inspections. For additional information on Citrus County legislation, contact the Inverness Kennel Club at marmich@atlantic.net.
Florida Lupine Association supports
reasonable, enforceable legislation to govern animal ownership and owner responsibility. We further understand the challenges
that come with formulating animal control
laws that will keep communities safe and
harmonious without punishing responsible
pet owners. Unfortunately, through the
years, proposed legislation in Florida and its
counties sometimes may not have quite
achieved that balance.
When needed, we have joined forces
with the AKC to defeat bad legislation, both
on the local and national levels. We encourage FLA members get to know their local
animal control officers and their local
elected officials and to work with legislators
in crafting reasonable, nondiscriminatory
measures.
Let your FLA Board of Directors know
of any regulations being proposed in your
counties so we can assist you.
A and D are the same canine “claimed and
recorded” as 95% male at 8 years old and as a
pup.
B is an F1 80%er Davidson Line Alaskan and
Mal
C is “mighty close to pure”
E is an F2 85% male

New Rabies Law
Safeguards Pets and
the Public
By Al Mitchell
On Friday, May 27th, Governor
Bush signed a new rabies law which
will greatly benefit pets and their
owners while protecting the public
against rabies. Senator Nan Rich (D
—Broward) and Representative
David Russell (R—Hernando-Citrus)
sponsored the legislation. With passage of this legislation, Florida joins
thirty-four other states that either require or recognize three-year rabies
vaccines.
Currently, only fourteen Florida
counties recognize a three-year rabies
vaccine for the full duration of immunity, a situation which has resulted in
thousands of currently vaccinated
animals being required to be revaccinated for no justifiable medical reason. The public has become increasingly aware of the over-vaccination
issue. As one legislator summed it up:
“government is finally catching up
with science.”
Local governments and veterinarians will be required to follow the
new law and recognize a rabies vaccine for its “duration of immunity” —
either one or three years. In order to
incorporate the new provisions in
local codes and ordinances, the implementation date is January 1, 2006.
Local governments can realize
savings on tags, forms, and administrative costs on three-year vaccine and
license requirements. A standardized
rabies/license certificate will be required. Veterinarians will still have
the option of using a rabies vaccine of
either one or three year’s duration of
immunity in their practices. Rabies
titers are not allowed in lieu of revaccination. Incorporating these new
requirements in the statute will
greatly benefit animals by maximizing protection against rabies while
minimizing vaccine-associated risks.
We thank the Florida Animal
Control Association for spearheading
this legislative effort.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 11

A

B

C

E

D

F
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FLA Reminder: New Fiscal Year Memberships
As announced in the numerous editions of the Florida Lupine News, the Florida Lupine Association’s
(FLA) Board of Directors (BOD) has revised the annual memberships for all FLA Members so that they
follow FLA’s fiscal year—July 1 through June 30. Fiscal year memberships will not only alleviate
problems currently experienced by FLA’s Secretary, but they will also financially benefit the
organization.
Memberships will come due on July 1 every year. If new Members join during the Spring Rendezvous—
which is historically the time of year when most new Members join FLA—they will be rolled forward to
the next fiscal year (i.e., July 1). This is an added benefit for new Members joining during the Spring
Rendezvous. In addition, all new Members joining between the Spring Rendezvous (occurring at the end
of April or beginning of May, traditionally) and June 30 will automatically be rolled forward to the next
fiscal year (i.e., July 1).

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 1765, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________County:_______________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________
E-Mail:_________________________________

Office Phone:________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.*

©

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1765
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

