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Now we are getting into deep water! We
all have our own preferred explanation for everything in the world. This author is no exception, and has an outrageous proposition to explain the outlook between different peoples. It
hinges on the connection between tribalism,
religion, and violence. This proposition can be
described in more detail at another time, but
here we will very briefly describe the basic
tenets.
A rational analysis of many western religions might lead one to recognize that they may
have deep roots in some form of tribalism, or
tribal societies. The major monotheistic religions were all born in the Middle East when
tribalism was going through a strong phase.
The oldest texts of such religions encourage
reciprocal altruism towards fellow kin and allow terrible retribution against other tribes or
entities if they are deemed guilty of committing
insult or injury to the tribe or any of its members. One must point out that tribalism carries
with it a lot of beneficial aspects, viz., a sense
of social solidarity, trust and loyalty, and mutual caring between members of the tribe, all of
which would have been highly important to
their survival.
Under appropriate conditions, unfortunately, tribalism can be transmogrified into a
mean-spirited partiality — any insult or injury
done by an outsider to any tribe member should
be avenged by an all out effort. One aspect that
has raised its ugly head is that the justification
for violence under this logic has become more
available and acceptable.
Violence perpetrated by humans tends to
become rather mean and dark, and the emerging unspoken polemic here seems to be what
may be called the Principle of Maximum Ag-

gression — if aggression is a good way to
address a problem, maximum aggression is
even better. Briefly, our outrageous proposition is that such principles guide our psyche
now-a-days, and our behavior towards animals is no different. Animals are the outsiders to the tribal humans, and asymmetric retaliation towards them, as discussed earlier, is
just a corollary to the Principle of Maximum
Aggression.
The religion of India does not have roots
in the Middle East, and it is not monotheistic.
Perhaps the absence of the need for tribal
societies have helped them to avoid a philosophy of violence and retribution, for the most
part, and helped to shape their attitude towards animals.
You may or may not agree with this, and
you may consider it to be an authentic collection of rubbish — this is fine, but please don’t
call the forest ranger on me!
EPILOGUE
At an exposition in the Netherlands, a
gathering of local employees are meeting for
a dominoes competition. Suddenly, through
an open window, a sparrow flies into the
room, and in its panic and confusion knocks
over thousands of dominoes that the enthusiasts have spent weeks setting up in an effort
to break a record. So the little bird is quickly
cornered and shot to death by an exterminator
with an air rifle.
A young man in village India enters his
small barn to clean the stalls for his few
horses and cows. Suddenly, as he turns to
leave, he spies a small green snake on the
barn floor between him and the only exit.
This common snake is highly poisonous and
(Continued on page 11)
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From the Desk of FLA President

From the Desk of FLA Secretary

We held our seventh annual rendezvous in Ocala in April.
There are many individuals to thank, and I will do that separately. However, I do need to publicly thank member and professional auctioneer Tom McCarthy who, once again, made the
auction successful and fun. I also wish to thank Vikki for overseeing the Dog Show and our fine judges. And of course, we
just couldn't have a rendezvous without Mayo's cooking.
This was the first year that we had discussion groups, and I
was proud of the outstanding job you all did. I assure you that
the Board of Directors is seriously working on the finalization
of a Code of Ethics, and again thanks to all participants who
contributed the input that we needed.
As required in our By-Laws, the Board of Directors met to
elect officers for the year and decided to continue all Officers in
their current positions: AL Mitchell — President, Mayo Wetterberg — Vice President and Treasurer, and Jill Parker — Secretary. Additionally, as of July 16, Melissa Kondratick has resigned her position on the Board and her position as rescue coordinator.
As summer is here, it is time to start going over our disaster plans and preparations. There is no question that Florida will
be hit again this year; the only issue is where and when. As you
look at our website, floridalupine.org, you will find a button for
Disaster Relief Fund. We helped several wolfdog owners with
recovery expenses last year, but we are currently down to about
$800. Folks, that will not go far. If you can help build this fund
back up, please go to the website and follow the directions on
how to contribute. You may also send your intent to contribute
to info@florialupine.org (include your name, address and
phone number) and we will get back to you to help finalize
your contribution. This is serious, people. We all need to help.
others, and this is one way to do it.

Another Rendezvous is behind us and it was good to
see old friends and make many new ones. We were blessed
with beautiful weather to enjoy our meetings and activities,
good food, and interesting discussions. Many took the opportunity to renew their membership when they registered
for Rendezvous. For those of you who could not attend and
those who did not renew your membership at the Rendezvous registration desk, we will be sending out renewal letters to give you that opportunity. Please fill them out and
send them back to us as soon as you can!
Don’t forget that we have gift memberships as well if
you are interested in giving an FLA membership to a friend.
Know
anyone
who
just
adopted a rescue
or purchased
a puppy? How
about a gift
membership to
get
them
started as a new
wolfdog
owner?
Know
anyone who
is just interested
in wolves and
wolfdog
(and
canine
in
general) related
issues. He or
she might well
be interested
in a membership
in FLA and
in receiving the Newsletter.
And speaking of the Newsletter, I have copies of past
issues if anyone is interested in catching up on some of the
information that you may have missed.
It was great to see those who attended, and to those of
you who couldn’t come, we missed you and hope you’ll be
with us next year.
God bless!

By Al Mitchell

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Mayo Wetterberg

Another Spring Rendezvous has come and gone, and I can
take a deep breath and relax. First, let me thank all those that
came and participated in the dog show and discussion groups.
After reading the summaries, I believe that we have great inputs
to build rescue and breeding guidelines as well as input into
responsibility and ethics associated with wolfdog ownership in
general. And nobody’s dog ate the ducks — once again, they
survived a close encounter with wolfdogs.
I also noticed that there must be something in the Florida air
or water. We have several former individual memberships that
have suddenly been changed to family memberships —
especially in the Port Charlotte area. Coincidence? Huddling
for hurricane protection? Maybe someone can shed some light.
From a Treasurer standpoint, this year’s rendezvous was a
huge success. We renewed several memberships, saving us
those mailouts and getting the renewals back, and we profited
from a very spirited auction with more individual items donated

By Jill Parker

than we have ever had. You all did a great job of finding and
bringing items to auction. Next year you can bring the items
that didn’t fit once you got them home — we recycle. I
would also like to single out and thank Tom, our goldenvoiced auctioneer, who kept the crowd energized and even
got a couple people to up their own bid. Now that’s talent!!
And to all those who brought food and figured a way
around the lack of cooking facilities —- thanks for your contributions. Every year the Directors wonder if we will have
enough or a variety of different things, and every year the
rendezvous attendees amaze us. Come on —- hush puppies
made on site, Louisiana boudan, homemade chili, salads,
burgers, brats, pies — I don’t eat that good tailgating!!
All this added up to a great start as we begin another
financial year at FLA. The auction, which is our primary
money maker, netted a whopping $975.00. Combine that
with $150.00 in T-shirts and another $97.50 in raffle and donations, and we added $1222.50 to the FLA treasury. This is
the best we have done at a rendezvous and will go a long way
toward producing the educational materials and promoting
responsible wolfdog ownership. Again, thanks to all of you.
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". . . without the Taste of Water"
By Mayo Wetterberg

As the temps start topping the 90 mark, it is about time to
accept the fact that Summer has arrived in Florida. All our
animals that have enjoyed the cool days of Winter and Spring
are now looking for ways to fight the heat. And water is a primary way of staying cool and hydrated.
Water is not only a prime requirement for survival, it is
also a quality-of-life ingredient. Fresh, clean water contributes
directly to good health in our canine companions. Which, by
the way, is why we see “provide lots of fresh water” in pet
health books. It is vitally important to them — especially if
they are outside during the day.
Fresh water needs to be available for our animals 24/7. If
you have a wolfdog outside in an enclosure, virtually every
ordinance or statute written concerning animal welfare mandates that you have fresh clean water available. It’s that important.
For all of us that have animals in outside enclosures,
FRESH water means throwing out stale water and replacing it
with new at least once a day — every day. Well water creates
extra problems because without chlorination, bacteria will rapidly multiply in the Summer heat and can actually impact your
animal’s health. Water-borne diseases, such as leptospirosis
and giardia, can be passed to your dog through water sources.
So anything we can do to lower the chance of an infection or
disease being transmitted to our wolfdogs is well worth the
extra effort.
Water containers, plastic or metal, need to be scrubbed
and sanitized. No one can expect a “loved” animal to drink

DOG LOVERS OVERRUN BY CATS
By Mayo Wetterberg
DeFuniak Springs. Two local wolfdog rescuers and canine lovers, who has been hiding out from the cat gods, were
found again by the ever-vigilant kitten fairies. Thinking we
were safe after making two separate offerings to the cat god —
accepting a pregnant female cat that needed rehoming due to
the death of her benefactor, and taking in two feral tee—nage
offspring from that same female. Without Karyl’s intervention., they would surely have been abandoned. These two
offerings, however, were apparently insufficient to please the
cat gods.
The first indication that the cat gods were not happy was
that the pregnant female delivered a bountiful litter of five —
at a time when there was a glut of kitten births, and all the
rescue agencies were full and refusing new arrivals. Vowing
to do better, and pay respect to the cat gods, the rescuers
trudged on, searching for homes for the kittens. Apparently
their efforts were not enough, and vows to repent toward cats,
unheard, for the cat gods made the female from the two feral
offspring pregnant. There! Take that!!
Feeling very humbled, the rescuers continued on, feeding,
socializing the feral offspring (including the pregnant female),
and caring for the original female and kittens. Having turned
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from a foul, dirty, slime filled, or stagnant pail. Most containers have surfaces that can harbor bacteria and algae easily, and
the only effective cleaning method is to soak the container in a
safe cleaning agent. Scrubbing may remove most dirt and
grime, but a good disinfectant will kill bacteria and fungus and
prevent them from immediately building back up.
Since canines drink water to help cool themselves, water
temperature is also important. This means keeping water buckets and tubs out of the sun (to avoid heating the water) and
replacing warm water with cool during the heat of the day.
Most animals will not drink hot water unless forced to, so allowing water to heat in the sun essentially deprives them of the
normal water flow through their organs, concentrating their
urine, and potentially leading to health problems.
Here are a few things that may help you keep your wolfdogs cool during the intense heat. Use a large enough container
(such as a 5-gallon pail size) so water won’t heat up so quickly.
If the container has a handle, it can be easily removed for
cleaning or filling. Position the container — or build a shade
over it — to keep the direct sun off it. Use containers that that
won’t be tipped or chewed, build a bucket holding rack, or
secure the container so it can’t be emptied or moved. You
might even try placing a frozen 2-liter bottle of water in the
water container to help cool it during the heat of the day.
Not all these will work in every case, but the idea is to
think creatively to achieve your goal of providing fresh cool
water for your wolfdogs. They will thank you for it. Lastly,
help educate others to do the same, so we don’t have to see
animal control reports that say “no fresh water was being provided for the animals.”
". . . and souls that cry for water. Cool water."
our previous canine shelter/garage into a duplex indoor cat pen
and exercise area, we begged the cat gods for forgiveness for
our previous inattention to the cat world. Proud of our three
weekends of work (at the expense of our canine rescues), we
pronounced the cat living areas complete. Surely this would
clean the slate and please the gods.
Not so fast, puppy breath. The second female was ordered
by the gods to produce six kittens on her first try, and then —
just to add to the interaction with the canine rescuers — to not
produce milk to nurse them. Now this had Karyl’s attention!
So while the Karyl stays up all night to feed six kittens with an
eye dropper every two hours, they enlisted the support of a local vet to convince the recalcitrant female to nurse her kittens.
While things look
bleak for the
rescuers, they are hoping
the construction
of an expansive indoor/outdoor
cat/kitten complex with
security from the
resident fox family and
predator hawks
will finally appease the
cat gods. Their
token four adult inside
cats will be eating off bone china not
plastic
bowls,
drinking Perrier instead
of
well-water,
and receiving a new
scratching post
exercise kit. Just to help
appeasement.
So, would anyone like a kitten? May save you from a
similar fate.
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Dallas’ Delivery: Anything but a Normal Day
By Juan Echagarrua

Juan, Dallas, and Pups
I have never owned a more magnificent animal than Dallas.
This year, I bred her to Saber, another great animal with an exceptional disposition. The two of them became the proud parents
of four boys and two girls born on May 5th. However, her labor
was anything but normal. Dallas began having her pups at 9:30
a.m. She delivered the four boys by 12:40 p.m., but I knew she
wasn’t finished. I could feel additional pups moving in her
uterus.
After three hours of continued labor without giving birth to
anymore pups, I asked a friend to go to the vet to pick up some
Oxytocin, which induces labor. I gave Dallas the first injection;
she had a few mild contractions, but they soon stopped. After a
sufficient period of time, I gave her the other injection, which did
nothing. By now, I was getting worried. I didn’t think this was
something I was going to be able to address without the assistance of a vet.
I called my vet shortly after
6:00 p.m., and she asked me
to check and see if there was
anything in the birth canal.
After performing a vulva
check and feeling toes, I told
the vet that I was bringing
Dallas in for a c-section. It
Dallas after her C-section
was a quick decision, but a
necessary one at the moment.
I was given the option of administering another Oxytocin injection and waiting 12 more hours, but the more I thought about it,
the more I knew that taking her in for a c-section was the best
decision I could make.
I didn’t want to run the risk of needing to take her to an
emergency clinic in the middle of the night and having her butchered or potentially die on the table under the care of an unknown,
and possibly unknowledgeable, vet. If she needed a c-section, I
wanted my vet to perform it. Even though it was nearing 6:30
p.m. and my vet was scheduled to leave at 6:00 (and her partner
was scheduled to leave at 7:30), she told me that she would stay

and wait for me. I was very grateful to her for that.
After I arrived at my vet’s office, I was thankful for
having made the decision to bring her in. I learned that
once a pup is in the birth canal, it has to be out within five
minutes or the pup dies. It took me half an hour to get to
the vet, so we were pressed for time. We learned that Dallas had two pups in the uterus and one in the birth canal,
which was wedged sideways and couldn’t get through no
matter what. Too much time had elapsed for the pup
trapped in the birth canal. We lost him. But with lots of
work from my vet and her staff, the other two pups that
were in utero survived and were fine. If I had not taken
Dallas in for a c-section, all three of the pups would have
died, and worse yet, Dallas could have died.
This experience has taught me that breeding a female
can be a costly and potentially life-threatening endeavor.
Dallas’ c-section was unexpected, and the cost was $800.
This situation could have turned out very differently had I
not had the money to take Dallas in for surgery. When
breeding, one should take all matters into consideration so
that if we encounter an unexpected c-section or a pup that
is not doing well, we have the money to properly take care
of the animal by taking it to the vet. Most vets won’t bill
people and none (that I know) work on the barter system.
They want the money at the time the services are rendered,
so it’s important that a breeder be prepared for that, or any,
possible medical situation that might arise.
I was grateful that everything went well with Dallas
— all things considered — and that I had the money to
cover her unexpected bill, but I can only wonder, “What if
I hadn’t had the money to cover the bill? Would Dallas
still be here today?” That is a frightening thought.
I hope my experience helps others interested in breeding an animal. Please prepare for any eventuality, including setting aside money for any health issues that might
arise. It is not always fun and games, nor are there big
bucks that necessarily come floating the breeder’s way;
sometimes, the breeder may be the one shelling out the big
bucks to save the lives of the pups and the mother.

For Daddy Saber it WAS just another ordinary day
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Dog Days of Summer: How hot is it really?
By Kim Miles
Anyone who has lived in
the South knows about humidity and those hot and sweltering summer months. Have you
ever wondered why some days
seem hotter than others—even
though the teperatures were
about the same?
Humidity factors greatly in
how hot it feels outside. Recognizing this, the National
Weather Service created the
Heat Index—Summer’s
equivalent to the Winter Wind
Chill Factor.
Humidity extremes can
play an even more important
role in temperature than the
actual heat can. A nice Spring
day at 86 degrees can feel over
100 degrees if the humidity
levels exceed 70%. And a
Summer day around 92 degrees can feel over 132 degrees
if the humidity level is 90%.
In the dog days of summer, Florida regularly sees
temperatures in the mid 90’s
and humidity levels in excess
of 80%—especially during the
month of August. Such conditions make it feel like it’s over
130 degrees outside and are
classified in the danger zone,
according to the National
Weather Service.
While people escape to
their air-conditioned havens,
what kind of relief can be provided for our pets? The most
important safety tips are to
make sure the animals have

plenty of shade and water. To make their lives
a little more bearable in the heat of summer,
consider buying a kiddie pool or the more indestructible pond liners at K-Mart or WalMart. If that still isn’t sufficient horse and cattle trophs work quite well. Have something
deep enough for the animal to lay down in
and remember to add water regularly.
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Information from Heat Index obtained from the National Weather Service, online at http://www.nws.noaa.gov/.

Danger Category

Heat Index
(How hot it feels)

Health Risks

Extreme Danger

Greater than 130O

Serious risk of heatstroke and/or sunstroke with prolonged exposure.

Danger

105O —131O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are serious risks and
heat stroke is possible risk with prolonged exposure/activity.

Extreme Caution

90O—104O

Heat exhaustion, cramps and sunstroke are possible risks with
prolonged exposure/activity.

Caution

80O—89O

Fatigue is possible with prolonged exposure/activity.

Copyright ©Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
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Hurricane Preparedness for Pets
If you evacuate your home, DO
NOT LEAVE YOUR PETS BEHIND [if at all possible]! Pets most
likely cannot survive on their own;
and if by some remote chance, they do
you may not be able to find then when
you return.
Plan for Pet Disaster Needs
a. Identifying shelter. For public
health reasons, many emergency shelters cannot accept pets. Find out which
motels and hotels in your area allow
pets — well in advance of needing
them. Include your local animal shelter's number in your list of emergency
numbers — they might be able to provide information concerning pets during a disaster.
b. Take pet food, bottled water,
medications, veterinary records, cat
litter/pan, can opener, food dishes,
first aid kit and other supplies with
you in case they're not available later.
While the sun is still shining, consider
packing a "pet survival" kit which
could be easily deployed if disaster
hits.
c. Make sure identification tags
are up to date and securely fastened to
your pet's collar. If possible, attach the
address and/or phone number of your
evacuation site. If your pet gets lost,
his tag is his ticket home. Make sure
you have a current photo of your pet
for identification purposes.
d. Make sure you have a secure
pet carrier, leash or harness for your
pet so that if he panics, he can't escape.
Prepare to Shelter Your Pet
a. Call your local emergency
management office, animal shelter, or
animal control office to get advice and
information.
b. If you are unable to return to
your home right away, you may need
to board your pet. Find out where pet
boarding facilities are located. Be sure
to research some outside your local
area in case local facilities close.
c. Most boarding kennels, veteri-

narians and animal shelters will need
your pet's medical records to make sure all
vaccinations are current. Include copies in
your "pet survival" kit along with a photo of
your pet.
d. NOTE: Some animal shelters will
provide temporary foster care for
owned pets in times of disaster, but this
should be considered only as a last resort.
e. If you have no alternative but to leave
your pet at home, there are some precautions
you must take, but remember that leaving
your pet at home alone can place your animal
in great danger! Confine your pet to a safe
area inside — NEVER leave your pet
chained outside! Leave them loose inside
your home with food and plenty of water.
Remove the toilet tank lid, raise the seat and
brace the bathroom door open so they can
drink. Place a notice outside in a visible area,
advising what pets are in the house and
where they are located. Provide a phone
number where you or a contact can be
reached as well as the name and number of
your vet.

town, take your pets with you. Pets are
unlikely to survive on their own.
. b. In the first few days after the
disaster, leash your pets when they go
outside and always maintain close
contact. Familiar scents and landmarks
may be altered and your pet may become confused and lost. Also, snakes
and other dangerous animals may be
brought into the area with flood areas.
Downed power lines are a hazard.
c. The behavior of your pets may
change after an emergency. Normally
quiet and friendly pets may become
aggressive or defensive. Watch animals closely. Leash dogs and place
them in a fenced yard with access to
food, water, and shelter.
.
Last Modified: Tuesday, 21, Mar2006, from FEMA website. InformaFLA is always accepting donations
for the disaster fund. With luck,
none of us will need help this year,
but we can be sure that one of these
storm seasons someone will.

During a Disaster
a. Bring your pets inside immediately.
b. Have newspapers on hand for sanitary purposes. Feed the animals moist or
canned food so they will need less water to
drink.
c. .Animals have instincts about severe
weather changes and will often isolate
themselves if they are afraid. Bringing
them inside early can stop them from running away. Never leave a pet outside or
tied up during a storm.
d. Separate dogs and cats. Even if your
dogs and cats normally get along, the anxiety
of an emergency situation can cause pets to
act irrationally. Keep small pets away from
cats and dogs.
e. In an emergency, you may have to
take your birds with you. Talk with your veterinarian or local pet store about special food
dispensers that regulate the amount of food a
bird is given. Make sure that the bird is caged
and the cage is covered by a thin cloth or
sheet to provide security and filtered light.
After a Disaster.
a If after a disaster you have to leave

OH NO! Not
again!

F L O R ID A L UP I NE N EWS
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Reflections on the Rendezvous
By FLA Member — From Near and Far
Jerry — TX:
Hello all! Well, another trip to the
FLA Rendezvous is under my belt,
and I must say that it was another
good one. I really enjoyed the trip to
FL, more so than last year, as I had a
very dear friend and fellow Wolf Dogger along with me this year. The Pres.
and the Board of FLA are truly a remarkable bunch, and you folks in
Florida are darn lucky to have them on
board! I have been involved with
wolves, wolfdogs and their respective
people for a long, long time, and I
must say FLA. is the ideal wolfdog
group to be associated with.
The Rendezvous was, again, very
well planned and orchestrated. The
food was good and the company was
even better! I would like to see in the
future more member participation at
the annual meeting and rendezvous!
EVERYONE who belongs to FLA
should avail them selves of this annual
event: the chance to meet and greet
other animals and their people, the
chance to learn and acquire information pertinent to their critters.
It is really a great time for wolfdog folk to get together in one spot,
and that, folks, is a very rare opportunity! It's a long way from Texas — but
certainly worth the time, effort, and
money spent to see some form of cohesiveness in the wolfdog community.
So with this all said and done, I guess
I'll be seeing ya’ll again next year with
hopes of seeing many more new faces
— 2 legs and 4 legs alike!
David — FL
I had a blast at the Rendezvous!
I've been invited to come for the last
six years, but never made it. I'm glad I
did this time around and am
happy to have joined FLA. I think that
what FLA does for wolfdog owners
and for wolfdogs themselves is commendable.
I really enjoyed the dog show.
The competition was tough, but
my puppy Coosa took home two second places. Now its on! Next year I'm
planning to bring a dog for every cate-

gory (just kidding).
Thanks for all that you do!

mention also helping in caring for the
adults.

Juan — FL
This year’s Rendezvous was an exceptional one for me because I got to spend
time with friends that I don’t see that often.
We had members from various states attend,
which made the Rendezvous that much
more appealing to attend. On the other
hand, it was also a last minute decision for
me — and a stressful one at that. My female, Dallas, was due to have pups the day
of the rendezvous. Judging from her previous litter, two years prior, I felt I needed to
be there in case she had a problem during
delivery of the pups.
It was Friday, April 28th, when I decided I would go to the Rendezvous and
have my friend’s daughter check on Dallas
every morning and every night. I gave her
strict instructions and told her to call me if
Dallas wouldn’t eat or if she looked like she
was going into labor. Kim Miles would ask
me everyday if she ate, and I would say,
“Yes.” I had the feeling that everyone was
in tune to Dallas’ delivery. Well, Dallas
wound having pups on May 5th, an entire
week after the Rendezvous. I was grateful
for having gone and not missing out on such
a great group of people.

Sara (and Tina) — FL
It was a cool yet lovely day in Ocala
the day of the FLA annual meeting. The
cars and trucks kept coming, and from
their interiors stepped many beautiful
wolfdogs, their ears and noses working
over time.
As we slipped into a parking
spot, my eastern Timber wolf mix was
eager to get out from the car where 'Car
Sickness' had taken over. Tina was not a
good passenger.
Once on dry land, Tina was happy;
she loved her photo shoots with friends
who
stroked
and
hugged
her. Someone
combed
and
brushed
her
and one lady
let her sit in
her lap and put
her feet on her
head!
Tina added: At suppertime, mummy
got a hamburger and she shared a bit
with me cause I was good. After eating,
we went to show how good I was when
mummy told me to “Sit and Stay.” I won
a Blue ribbon and had my photo taken.
We both had a great time at the FLA
Rendezvous.

Juan’s mom and pups
Socializing pups is very time consuming. I was grateful to have had my mom
come up from Miami and stay over a month,
helping me socialize the pups — not to

Kastle — NY
I wasn't sure I was looking forward to
the 2006 FLA Rendezvous. I did want to
visit Joan, and was pleased that Suzie
was coming as I hadn't seen her for a
number of years, but there is a strain to
meeting so many new people all at once.
Last year almost everyone was "new,"
and the few who weren't were almost
new because I'd only 'met' them on-line.
This year was more fun. I was more relaxed about the new people, and the online people were already old friends.
This time I took front row seats for the
dog show and had a good time trying to
second guess the judges. One of the
nicest things about the event was watching the affection between the humans
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and the canines. I had more interaction
with the animals too, so I didn't miss my
dogs as much as I might have. I got to
hang onto the end of Pela's leash and
hope he didn't decide to follow Al because if he did, I too would be following
Al — and Pela. (That's my lap Sarah's
obedience winner decided to stand on.) I
took home lots of photos, good memories, and some home made dog cookies
for the dogs back in Buffalo.

a good addition, that was new to last
year's Rendezvous. Obedience and dog
tricks provide a way for owners to show
that wolfdogs and northern breed dogs
are not the "badboys" of the dog world.
Lupine-type canines can learn, and the
dog show gives them a venue to show
off their abilities to think and to be good
companions. Kudos to the owners who
have worked hard to socialize their dogs
and bring them to public outings.

Barbara — FL
I have not been to the Rendezvous
for the past few years, and I must admit
it was certainly my loss. It was great to
see old friends and to make some new
ones. The number of wolfdogs there was
fantastic to see, and you couldn’t help
but notice the obvious love and care
given them. It is really wonderful that
we have a group like this with dedicated
people who are there to help, advise us,
or just to talk to. I am looking forward to
next year..

Kim and Jody — FL
This Rendezvous was a departure
from previous Rendezvous. Instead of
the typical presentations, FLA set up
workshops to brainstorm a set of ethics
that would govern all areas of its membership: wolfdog owners, breeders and
rescuers. This was a wonderful opportunity for FLA to interact with and obtain
feedback from its members in an effort
to better the organization.
Members came from within the state
and from as far away as Michigan, North
Carolina, New York, and Texas. It was
wonderful to see everyone and visit with
old friends once again.
At this year's Rendezvous, there was
a large number of people who have obviously spent a good bit of time working
with and training their animals. These
people help to portray wolfdogs and
their owners in a positive light, so
as fellow wolfdog owners, we would like
to commend them for their obvious commitments to their animals. It's a positive
reflection on us all!
We would also like to show our
appreciation
for
one Board
member in
particular:
Mayo Wetterberg.

Suzie — MI
Good friends, good discussions, and
good food —the 2006 FLA Rendezvous,
despite the change in venue, was a roaring success. The little cabins encircling a
duck pond put us geographically closer
together and made for better communing
with each other. The fenced area for the
dogs was a great convenience for both
dogs and humans.
On Saturday, instead of having the
usual speaker for the Rendezvous, we
divided up into discussion groups. The
results of the four discussions will help
make FLA an even more Responsible
Voice for wolfdogs and owners, not just
for Florida, but also for those members
who live in other states. The decision to
discuss specifics in issue-based groups
was a welcome innovation at the Rendezvous,.
This year, my second Rendezvous, I
enjoyed more than the last one I attended, as I didn’t have to go through the
formalities of meeting so many new people. New and old faces and names were
put together at the 2006 Rendezvous, as
we shared our common love of lupinetype dogs and the desire to provide responsible homes for our beloved animals.
The dog show kept the point system,

As founding members and former Board
members, we have seen his tireless dedication to FLA at every single FLA Rendezvous. Without Mayo, the FLA Rendezvous would not be what they are.
Thanks, Mayo, for all of your hard work.

Summer Heat Fries
Dogs’ Feet (A Repeat)
It's summertime in Florida, and all
but the hardiest of snowbirds have already made their retreat northward. Hot
tropical breezes ooze with moisture as
afternoon thunderstorms disrupt the
typically calm, sultry days. Meteorologists diligently keep a watchful eye on
warm waters, tracking tropical waves,
depressions, storms, as well as the occasional hurricane.
We are often warned about leaving
dogs (or any other pets) in a car during
this hot weather, but there is another
danger that may not be quite so apparent
to us. When the air temperature reaches
100 degrees, the surface temperature of
asphalt in a street or parking lot can be
over 150 degrees! This can give a dog
(or cat or person) second degree burns
on their feet in as little as 10 minutes of
walking! Yes, it's summertime in Florida — the time when "Summer Heat
Fries Dogs' Feet."
Source: Institute of Food & Agricul-

And Speaking of Feet

“Oh, Grandma, what big feet
you have.”
“The better to, hey, wait a minute. I don’t think you’d going to fit
into Cinderella’s slippers yourself.”
Support Defenders
of Wildlife whenever and however
you can.
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The Guessing Game
Try to guess the mix and content of these canines.
Answers on page 11

A

B

C
D

E
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(Continued from page 1)

more dangerous than the infamous cobra
because it does not limit the venom when
it strikes as the cobra does. Bites are
nearly always fatal. The green snake is
irritated and threatening the young man,
who is now afraid for his life because he
is cornered and may be attacked at any
moment. He screams in terror for help,
and the people of the house come running. And so he is rescued, but so is the
snake, for the little reptile is distracted
and encouraged to take a different path,
and both retreat to safety.
As we have seen, there is more than
one way to view animals, to interact with
them, and to hold an attitude about them.
In the ancient Sanskrit literature in India
there is a polemic which states:
“Kaarunyam
paranam
thapah”
[“Compassion towards all beings is the
highest level of spirituality”]. The Hindu
religious literature goes further to say that
human beings, the crown of creation,
carry the greatest responsibility to God’s
creation. Man has to love other living
beings, serve them and save them, for

they are his kith and kin, and they too
have the Divine Principle as their core.
But man appears to be heading
towards a spiritual collapse, arising out
of his self-centeredness, his conceit, his
anger, and perhaps even his fear. His
God-given virtues of compassion, charity, sympathy, and kindness are being
ignored, more and more, leading to his
becoming inhuman in both attitude and
behavior. This in turn, is leading to the
demise not only of the hapless animals,
but ultimately of the humans themselves.
Copyright 2006 by Dilip Bhadra and
printed with permission.

In the News: Canadians Challenge
BSL — Reported by Kastle Brill
A lawsuit is being brought in Ontario, Canada, to fight the Canadian pitbull ban. This is a constitutional challenge by an owner and a pro-dog group,
who claim that, first, the data supporting the ban and supposed reduction in
pit attacks is questionable and, second,
it's the owners’ fault, not the breed.
Their lawyer argues that if people want

aggressive dogs, once pits are banned,
such owners will switch to rotties,
GSDs, huskies, wolf hybrids, or any
type of dog the owners can force, train,
or mistreat to foster hostility. Author
Stanley Coren, The Intelligence of
Dogs, said, on Canadian radio, that two
preventive measures are more effective
than BSL in dog-bite reduction: first,
basic obedience training, which the
AMV found to reduce dog bites by
89%; second, a one-hour
biteprevention training class in the schools
for eight-to-eleven-year-old children
reduced the incidence of dog-bites
among those children by 80% and for
the rest of the child's family by 60%.
Combining the two measures resulted
in a 90% overall decrease in dog bites.
Guessing Game Answers
A: Reported to bePure wild wolf in MI
B. Reported to be Pure Arctic
C. Reported to be Pure pups Carpathian
x North American
D. Reported to be Siberian Husky
E. Reported to beF1 Arctic/King shepherd cross

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 1092, Brooksville, FL 34605-1092

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New Membership ______

Renew Membership ______

Individual* (FL Residents) _____ $25
*

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________County:_______________________________
Home Phone:_________________________________
E-Mail:_________________________________

Office Phone:________________________________
*These are the only voting categories.*
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