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There is no reason to believe that all dogs
should exhibit the same social behaviors. Some
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The two-week period from birth until the
eyes are open is known as the neonatal stage.
When first born, a pup’s brain is sufficiently
developed only to control its breathing,
heartbeat, balance, and equilibrium. Its eyes and
ear canals are closed, and it cannot regulate its
body temperature. However, most researchers
believe pups are born with some sense of taste
and smell.
During the neonatal stage, licking and
grooming by the mother serves several purposes.
First, it acts to
imprint the mother and
pup and starts
the crucial process of

bonding. In addition, it serves to mark the
pups with the mother’s scent, enabling her to
recognize and locate her pups more easily.
Grooming the pups also serves to warn other
animals away by her smell, and grooming
herself shows the pups where to nurse.
The mother’s grooming of the pups also
serves to stimulate the ano-urethral regions of
the pup to prompt them to defecate and
urinate. Pups that are separated from the
mother before three weeks of age will not
only need to be bottle fed, but will also need
to have their groin and genitalia massaged
with a warm, damp cloth to stimulate
urination and defecation, since they are not
able to do this without assistance.
Behaviorally, a neonatal pup will seek
warmth and will whimper when it is cold or
hungry. Research shows that short periods of
human interaction such as daily handling and
other physical stimuli during this phase can
have marked effects on the behavioral and
physical development of a pup. Such effects
include accelerated maturation of the nervous
system, more rapid hair growth and weight
gain, and enhanced development of motor and
problem-solving skills. Daily handling,
including petting or massaging, has also been
shown to improve the pup’s ability to thrive.

(Continued on page 6)
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From the Desk of the President
By Al Mitchell
As we begin 2003, I was re-reading the original
documents which we filed with the State on June 7,
1999. Our Articles of Incorporation state that the
purposes of Florida Lupine Association are to provide
information and education about the wolfdog; to
track legal issues as they pertain to wolfdogs; to
work with other wolfdog and animal (rescue and
non-rescue) agencies, networks, and clubs; to
advance the interests of and the responsible
ownership of wolfdogs; and to assist in the rescue
and placement of wolfdogs. Going into 2003, the
board of directors and the general membership need
to take a serious look at the purposes of the
organization.
As a 501c3 tax exempt organization, our first
purpose is to educate. We have done that through
our outstanding website managed by Jody Haynes;
through the nationally known Florida Lupine News,
edited by Kim Miles; through our annual meetings in
Ocala; and through outreach to the community by
members, such as visits to elementary schools by
Seacrest Wolf Preserve and others. We have tracked
proposed state and federal legislation and provided
educational letters to our legislators so that they can
make their decisions based on facts. We have worked
with Lupine Legacy in Texas, as well as other
wolfdog organizations, to expand our educational
outreach. We have worked closely with Florida Fish
& Game and local Animal Control officers to resolve
problems with animals suspected to have recent wolf
content. On the whole, we haven't done badly. But, it
is a new year and in 2003, we need to work diligently
to provide wolfdog owners in Florida with a place to
share problems and solutions and to assist our state
and local regulators in making fair and informed
decisions.
The year 2003 will be a year of change. Many of
the experienced Fish & Game officers are retiring
and we need to ensure that their replacements are
educated about our animals. With personnel change
comes the possibility of regulatory changes. In
December, two board members met with Fish &
Game in this respect, and we are working to assist
them with their personnel changes. More will be
coming on this by Spring.
During our Fall Rendezvous, there was
discussion regarding member concerns, and your
board is working hard to address these by our Spring
2003 Rendezvous in Ocala. There will also be an
election for new board members and I urge anyone
interested in being on the board to contact me. Let's
have a great 2003!
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From the “Virtual” Desk
of the Webmaster
By Jody Haynes
This is going to be a slightly different column
from those I have previously written. Not much has
been added to the website since the last newsletter,
so, instead, I would like to talk a bit about FLA
website statistics.
Each Sunday I receive an automated statistical
analysis of the visitors to our website during that
week. For example, the January 5th statement
indicated that a total of 2,265 sessions were served
during the week of December 29th. These sessions
contributed to 2,708 page view hits and 8,188 total
hits during the week. The total time spent on our
website by all sessions was 287,549 seconds—which
is equivalent to 4,792 minutes or 79.8 hours. Thus, on
average, each session lasted approximately 2.1
minutes.
If we look at the statistics a bit more closely, we
see that, of the 2,265 total sessions, 1,965 of them
accounted for only one page view and 1,956 of them
lasted for one minute or less. In addition, 1,998 of the
total 2,708 page views were of the “index.htm” page,
which is now basically just a redirect page and is no
longer our website’s main home page—which means
that these sessions didn’t actually enter our site, and
were probably just spiders sent by various search
engines. Conversely, 100 page views were made of the
“index1.htm” page, which is now our website’s main
home page. Of the total sessions tracked, 149 lasted
6-15 minutes, 41 lasted 16-30 minutes, and 8 lasted
over 60 minutes.
Additional information from this report suggests
that the majority of visitors during this week-long
period were using Netscape as their Internet browser,
Windows 98 as their operating system, and live in
North America. California had the highest number of
visitor sessions, with 1,353; Virginia was 2nd, with
505 sessions; Florida was 6th, with only 10 sessions.
We also had six visitors from Canada, one from
Mexico, 23 from Europe (19 from Germany, two from
the Netherlands, and one each from Sweden and the
UK), and one each from Australia and New Zealand.
We have strived to create a useful, informative,
and educational website for this organization, as we
believe that this is one of only two “products” that we
have to offer our members—the other being this
newsletter. As always, I ask that you please take a
few moments to visit YOUR FLA website today — at
www.floridalupine.org/index1.htm — and encourage
your friends, family, and neighbors to do the same!
Happy surfing!
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From the Desk of the Treasurer

From the Desk
of the Secretary

By Mayo Wetterberg

By Barbara Speer-Skeoch
Sitting here, looking out my
window, watching my wolfdogs
romp and play, I realize how lucky I
am to have become acquainted with
them. Ever since I read Call of the
Wild, I have wanted a wolf, and
when I discovered wolfdogs, it was
like a dream come true.
Every day it amazes me how
smart they are. What they can figure
out and accomplish simply blows my
mind. It is hard sometimes to stay
two steps in front of them, as you all
probably know and have many tales
to tell.
We are all lucky to be able to
belong to an organization where we
can ask for help in solving problems
or increase our knowledge of these
animals. Your sharing your own
experiences by sending them in to
the newsletter may also go a long
way in helping others with similar
problems.
FLA needs all of us — not just
to sit back — but to be a part and a
contributor. With the upcoming 2003
Rendezvous in the late spring (end of
April or beginning of May), I hope
that we all participate — not just sit
back, but become an active part of
the organization.

First, I’d like to wish everyone a very
Happy New Year. Puppy season is coming
and things will be picking up across canine
land. I’m sure some of you are looking
forward to new arrivals and additions to
your packs. Now is the time to start thinking about getting ready if you are planning
on getting a puppy. A little thought about
crate training, a location inside, or securing
an outside enclosure against little critter
outbreaks may save some surprises later. I
don’t have the space to list the myriad of
things that need to be considered, but I do
want to get you thinking if you are planning a puppy for the spring.
Also, I want to mention that FLA is
having our annual election of Directors
this Spring, and if anyone out there is interested in running, I would like to explain
the process as it is set up in the Bylaws.
The current process was set up as we
formed FLA, and some things like number
of Directors and electing all the same year
were based on the initial, smaller size of
the FLA membership. We will be discussing some recommended changes during
the meeting, but for now this is the process. We elect Directors in each odd numbered year for a two -year term. We elect
five Directors, who then select among
themselves the officers for the coming
two-year period. New Directors take office
1 July.
To begin, nominations for Directors
are done during the annual meeting (which

FLORIDA LUPINE ASSOCIATION, INC.
3200 NW 60th Street, Ocala, FL 34475

Renew Membership ______

*

Individual (FL Residents) _____ $25

Date ___________________

Individual Affiliate (out of state) _____ $15

Family * (FL Residents)

_____ $35

Family Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $20

Junior Membership

_____ $10

Business Affiliate (out of state)

_____ $40

Business Membership

_____ $50

Donation Only (no membership) $________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone:__________________________

Office Phone:_____________________________

*These are the only voting categories.

is also the Spring Rendezvous). Individuals
nominated need not be, but must be current
members and must have owned a wolfdog
for a minimum of three years. If someone is
nominated at the meeting, but not present,
we must contact them and confirm their
desire to accept the nomination. Once
nominations are complete, ballots are sent
out to the membership to vote for the five
new Directors. The five top voted individuals become Directors.
Because not everyone can make it to
the annual meeting, or may not be familiar
with all the candidates, we will include a
short bio on each nominee with the ballots.
So if any of you want to throw your hat in
the ring, we will need a short bio (250
words max). It can either be sent with
someone who will nominate you, or better
yet, brought with you to the Spring Rendezvous. There, you will get an opportunity to
meet members and “politic” for yourself.
There are two primary requirements for
being a Director that have resulted from our
membership being spread across the state—
a computer and a knowledge of basic Microsoft Office software. We are forced to
communicate via computer and hold board
meetings online. So, if you have the necessary computer skills and are interested in
running for a Director position, this may stir
you into action. You all should have a copy
of the Bylaws in your welcome kit, but if
you need a copy, contact one of the current
Directors and we will send you one.

FLA Rendezvous 2003

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New Membership ______
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The preparations for the 2003 annual
meeting are underway. The Rendezvous
is set for the last weekend in April
(4/25-4/27). If you can help by taking
pictures, assisting with the dog show
or auction, making presentations, etc.,
please contact Barbara at
info@floridalupine.org or 352-840-9957.
In addition, this year is an election year.
If you wish to run for a director position, you will need to attend the meeting. Directors have meetings every couple of weeks via the computer; therefore, a computer and ICQ will be required to be an effective Director.
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Roundworms
By Holly Frisby, DVM, MS
Veterinary Services Department, Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc.
Roundworms, often called 'ascarids,' are the most
common parasite of the digestive tract in dogs and cats.
Most puppies are infested with roundworms and when we
look at the life cycle, we will understand why. There are 3
types of roundworms that affect dogs and cats and each
has transport hosts.
All of these roundworms are widely distributed in
North America. They are of considerable importance in
young animals and in kennels. Because they can cause
disease in humans, they are also very important to our
health as well.
The adult roundworms all live in
the small intestine of the host, and Even birds and
their eggs look very similar. All the reptiles can have
roundworms,
roundworms are prolific and an infested animal can pass millions of although they are
eggs in the feces each day. The a different genus
roundworms differ, however, in their and species than
life cycles. These differences are those found in
dogs and cats.
very important when we look at how
we can eliminate these parasites
from our pets.

What are the life cycles of the roundworms in
dogs and cats?
T. leonina: Of the roundworms, T. leonina has the
simplest life cycle. After an animal ingests infective eggs,
the eggs hatch and the larvae mature within the walls and
lumen of the small intestine. The adult female worm lays
eggs which are passed in the feces. The eggs become
infective after remaining in the environment for at least 36 days. Animals become infected if they eat something
contaminated with infected feces.

Roundworms

Primary Host

Transport Host

Toxascaris
leonina

Dog, cat, fox,
and other wild
carnivores

Small rodents

Toxocara canis

Dog, fox

Small rodents

Toxocara cati

Cat

Small rodents, beetles,
and earthworms

Mice can act as intermediate or transport hosts of
T. leonina. The rodent ingests the eggs, the eggs hatch,
and the larvae migrate through the tissues of the rodent. If a carnivore eats the mouse, the larvae are released in the digestive system of the carnivore and develop into adults in the wall and lumen of the intestine.
T. canis: Roundworms of
the species T. canis have a Most puppies are born
more complicated life cycle infected with T. canis.
and a very effective way of
making sure its species will be
passed from generation to generation. Let us take a
look.
An animal can acquire a T. canis infection several
ways: ingestion of eggs, ingestion of a transport host, or
by larvae through the uterus or milk. First let us follow
the ingestion of infective eggs.
Ingestion of eggs: After a dog eats the eggs, they
hatch and the larvae enter the wall of the small intestine. The larvae migrate through the circulatory system
and either go to the respiratory system or other organs
or tissues in the body. If they enter body tissues, they
can encyst (become walled off and inactive). They can
remain encysted in tissues for months or years. This is
the migration most commonly seen in older dogs. In
very young puppies, larvae move from the circulation to
the respiratory system, are coughed up and swallowed
and reenter the stomach. There the larvae mature into
adults. The adult worms lay eggs which pass out of the
animal in the feces. The eggs need to remain in the
environment 10-14 days before they become infective.
Ingestion of transprt host: If an animal ingests a
transport host having encysted larvae, the migration is
similar to that of ingesting infective eggs. Larvae are
released from the transfer host when it is eaten and
digested. The larvae enter the circulation and either go
to various tissues or the respiratory system.
Larvae through the uterus: A pregnant bitch that
has T. canis encysted larvae in her tissues can pass
them to her puppies in two ways. The larvae that were
dormant in her tissues can migrate through the uterus
and placenta and infect the fetal pup. This is called in
utero transmission. The larvae enter the lungs of the
fetal pup. When the pup is born, the pup will cough up
the larvae and they will mature in the pup’s intestine.
This is why so many puppies have roundworms – they
are infected before they are born.
Larvae through the milk: Larvae can also enter
the bitch’s mammary tissues. The puppies can become
infected through the milk while nursing. The swallowed
larvae mature in the pup’s intestine. If the larvae are
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 1)

TRANSITIONAL STAGE
The transitional period lasts about a
week and is one of rapid physical change.
By three weeks, the brain is sufficiently
developed to more effectively regulate
body temperature and metabolism. This
period begins when the eyes open and
ends when the ear canals open—at which
time, the pup will begin to respond to
loud noises. The pup begins to see, but it
will not reach the adult level of sight for
several more weeks. A pup’s hearing
ability fully matures about a week before
its sight.
During this one -week transitional
period, the pup will begin to crawl
backward as well as forward and to walk
clumsily. It will also begin to defecate
and urinate outside of the nest and no
longer requires stimulation to eliminate.
During this stage, the teeth begin to erupt
through the gums and the pup first shows
interest in solid food. Puppies start play
fighting with littermates and show social
behaviors such as growling and tail
wagging. This early playing signals the
beginning of hierarchy placement.
Pups no longer need stimulation to
nurse, and the first parent-pup conflict is
experienced as the mother begins the
weaning process around the third week.
The transitional phase can also be the
time of the first stress-related fear. If a
pup finds itself outside of the nesting
area, it will cry in distress even though it
is warm and dry. Research indicates that
fear is probably an inherent behavior
(Grandin & Deesing, 1998). Being
outside of the nesting area is analogous to
wolf pups leaving the birthing den for the
first time.

the sixth and eighth weeks.
By the fourth week, a pup can see,
smell, and feel. Although the major
hormonal influences occur at puberty,
male pups have already received a surge
of testosterone that will cause them to
behave differently than females. Until
now, the pup has only experienced care
and dependency. However, future
relationships will be directed more
toward dominance, subordination, and
submission.
How pups treat other pups and are
treated by their littermates is just as
important to us as it is to them. There
are three areas that will be the primary
focus in this stage: play, dominance,
and submission.

Play
Play within the litter helps to
establish four important social
functions:
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Dominance & Submission
Since dogs are social animals, they
must develop a hierarchy and establish a
pecking order of dominance and
submission. To do this, dogs have signals
(i.e., body language) that become well
developed during the socialization period.
Dominant (agonistic) behaviors are as
follows:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

stalking and chasing;
pouncing, ambushing, attacking;
standing over a littermate;
circling the littermate with a stiff
wagging tail;
raised hackles;
baring teeth, snarling, or biting;
direct stare with dilated pupil;
boxing or shoulder and hip slams;
standing with forepaws on littermate’s
back;
muzzle grabs;
mounting (with or without pelvic thrust);
wagging tip of erect tail;
erect or completely flattened ears; and
taking play fighting to extremes.

∗
1. Play teaches pups communal ∗
behavior that creates social bonds ∗
∗
with other dogs.
2. Play molds adult social behavior by ∗
teaching pups communication
Though these behaviors might appear to
skills.
3. P l a y
predicts the be cute or amusing to us, they are very
future
d o m i n a n c e serious to the young pups, indicating the
p a t t e r n s rules of the pack. In addition, they can have
pups lifelong consequences. Recognizing submissive behavior is just as important as
recognizing dominant behavior.
Signs of
following:

submission

include

the

∗ tail tucked between the legs (or wrapped
around to the side) with head hung low,
depressed ears, and eyes averted from
aggressor;
∗
submissive grin;
SOCIALIZATION STAGE
∗ licking lips;
∗ rolling on back;
This phase is referred to as the
∗ lying on side and lifting the hind leg to
“critical bonding period,” or the
expose genitals;
“sensitive period” (Serpell & Jagoe,
∗ urinating or defecating;
1999). It was once believed that pups that
∗ remaining stationary while aggressor
did not form bonds to other pups and/or
will exhibit, establishing which
circles or places paws on shoulders; and
to humans would never be able to
dogs are more dominant and which ∗ remaining stationary while aggressor
socialize or make good pets. Even though
are more submissive.
mounts.
most still believe that bonding is critical
4.
Play teaches pups skills such as
during this phase, the specific times are
improved coordination, mental and
Play fighting is necessary for pups to
considered to be more flexible—falling
physical dexterity, problem solving establish social rank and to learn canine
between the third and twelfth weeks, with
techniques, and bite inhibition.
peak times for bonding being between
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behavior and should not be interfered
with unless there is a risk of serious
injury.
Young pups will only make
contact with strangers for a very
short period. This is normal
behavior that allows a pup to
bond with its own species
but protects it later in life
from potential
predators. As
humans, we
take
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good mothers and are fearful or aggressive
toward other dogs once they mature. Those
denied play activity show a greater fear of
humans, animals, and noises. Pups that
are kenneled throughout the
socialization period tend to be poor
learners and will try to avoid stimulation. They also tend to be fearful of
strange environments and either
excessively excitable or
excessively inhibited. If a pup
does not meet people during
this phase, it will be antisocial. This is the most
sensitive period of a pup’s life. If there is
any rule to remember at this time, it is that
one should never play fight with
advantage of this critical period by potentially aggressive or dominant dogs
inserting ourselves into the dog’s world. because it creates potentially serious
However, the dog has no intention of problems for the future.
acting like a human and expects us to
conform to his world.
JUVENILE STAGE
Between six and eight weeks of age, a
pup’s willingness to approach and make
The juvenile period begins at
contact with strangers outweighs his approximately twelve weeks of age and
natural wariness. This time frame is lasts until maturity (two years of age). By
considered the optimum period to the juvenile stage, a pup has been
introduce a pup into its new home and influenced by genetic inheritance in
surroundings. New studies, however, combination with the events that took
suggest a shorter time frame —7 ½ to 8 place during the first three phases of its
weeks (Serpell & Jagoe, 1999; Slabbert & life. While learning continues throughout
Rassa, 1993; and Fox and Stelzner, 1966). the pup’s life, the juvenile stage is when
During this phase, a pup should be the basis for all behavior patterns and
gradually exposed to potentially future learning is established. It is also the
frightening stimuli such as kids, the time that behavioral problems can emerge.
postman, vacuum cleaners, spray cans,
street noises, loud noises, etc. Between
Learning
eight and twelve weeks of age, the pup
should also be introduced to the places,
Learning occurs in the juvenile stage
circumstances, and conditions that he is
likely to have to face as an adult. Not only by observation, classical conditioning, and
do pups form attachments to people operant conditioning (Fogle, 1990).
Observation is the most common form
during this sensitive stage, but also to
of
learning.
A pup watching another
places.
animal
do
something
and then performing
Research has shown that there is a
short hypersensitive period between the
fifth and eighth week—a period when
distressing psychological or physical
stimuli can have long-term effects (Serpell
& Jagoe, 1999; DeHasse, 1994; and Fox
and Stelzner, 1966). Before the fifth week,
effects of conditioning were found to be
unstable and quickly forgotten; after the
twelfth week, the effects were overridden
by positive affiliative tendencies toward
humans established during the
socialization period.
Pups that are not socialized to other
canines during this phase do not make
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the action has learned to do the action
through observation.
Classical conditioning is also
referred to as stimulus-reaction or
behavior-reward. This type of learning is
involuntary and the response is
automatic. Pavlov’s famous dog
experiments epitomize classical
stimulation. Pavlov rang a bell before
each meal; the dogs soon realized that
each time the bell rang, food was going
to be produced. Soon, the dogs began
salivating immediately upon the ringing
of the bell.
Operant conditioning, the third
form of learning, is also called the
a c t i o n-reaction/response-reward.
Technically speaking, in operant training
there is a controller—an individual who
rewards the response the controller
wanted the pup to do. If the controller
asks the pup to sit and then provides a
treat, the word “sit” will be implemented
into the conditioning.
A pup will use all three of these
forms of learning as the basis for its
future behavior.

Pre-Puberty
A pup’s ability to form strong or
significant emotional ties to new
individuals begins to diminish early in
the juvenile stage. At about 10 months
old, growth will begin to level off, but
emotional and psychological changes
continue until the pups reach maturity.
Previous influences from the
transitional and socialization phase will
play an important part in this phase of
the pup’s life. For instance, competition
for food is limited to littermates when
the pups are five weeks of age. By the
time they are 16 weeks old, the pups
must take their place at the bottom of the
hierarchy and are limited to what is left
after the dominant members eat.
Regardless of the pup’s rank with
littermates, he must now show
submission to the dominant members of
the family pack. Pups that are indulged
and hand fed during this time can
associate this behavior as dominance
over their owners. Indulging and hand
feeding after other members have eaten
is a good way to lessen food aggression,

(Continued on page 8)
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along with a “work to eat” program.
Clinical studies have revealed that
dogs can develop a phobic behavior and
show signs of anxiety toward their
surroundings and humans with which the
dog has little contact during pre-puberty,
even though they were well socialized
and experienced sensorial enrichment
between three weeks and four months
(Fogle, 1990; Fox, 1978; Dehasse, 1990).
Studies demonstrate that there is a
phylogenetic and/or epigenetic tendency
for pre-puberty sensitization (Dehasse,
1990; Fox, 1978). In one noted
experiment, dogs remained attached to
the trainer until they reached maturity, at
which time they became less tolerant
(Fox, 1978). At maturity, the dogs
became less tolerant of contact with or
proximity of the trainer.
Age of puberty, temperament,
emotivity, sociability, etc., can vary
among breeds and individuals. There is a
correlation between canine wariness and
the onset of puberty. During the juvenile
stage, it is not uncommon to see the
appearance of wariness toward strangers
and the unknown; it can develop as early
as 6-18 months in wolves and some dogs
and as late as two years in other dog
breeds.
The most plausible explanation
would be that most dogs (and wolves) are
born with a biological “preparedness” to
learn to fear certain evolutionarily
relevant or pre-potent stimuli (ShullSelcer & Stagg, 1991; Serpell & Jagoe,
1999). Socialization during the latter part
of the socialization period and early
juvenile period plays a major part in
determining which fears are acquired.

Puberty
As a pup reaches
puberty, he will view
the
relationship
between humans and
himself as interaction
between
pack
members.
The
remainder of secondary
sexual characteristics
will develop during
puberty. Needless to
say, this can be a time
of drastic behavioral
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changes and when animals often choose
to challenge the human pack members for
leadership of the group.
Intra-specific socialization is
followed by several crucial periods of
hierarchical development (Dehasse, 1990;
Fox, 1978). The following can occur in
successive phases and end in problem
behaviors such as food aggression,
territorial aggression, dominance
aggression and socio-sexual aggression at
puberty and maturity.
Hierarchy for food begins to be
established among pups at five weeks and
is established among pups between three
and twelve months, then with adults
around 4 ½ months. This is the first phase
of social aggressiveness. Animals that are
dominant eat first and are allowed the
first choice of food.
Territorial aggression is one of the
most common behavioral problems in
dogs. Many dogs, like wolves, will show
aggression toward intruders entering their
home range. The home range usually
means the immediate vicinity of the
owner’s home, but can also include areas
where a dog is regularly walked. Hostility
in wolf pups toward intruders appears
around 16-20 weeks, which coincides
with the sudden heightened sensitivity to
novel or fear -evoking stimuli and is also
about the time when young wolves start
moving away from the familiar den and
rendezvous sites.
Dominance aggression toward
humans is more common with intact
males and neutered females (fogle, 1990).
This type of aggression can be described
as the tendency of some dogs to react
aggressively to an apparent challenge.
Circumstances usually include situations
where the owner is treated as a competitor
for resources such as food, space,
sleeping position, etc., or the owner
exhibits a dominant gesture such as
retaining,
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holding, petting, pushing past, staring, or
leaning over the animal.
Dominance aggression usually occurs
in homes with kindly non-authoritarian
owners who often allow the dog to have its
own way, or that treat their dogs as equals.
The problem with these kindly gestures is
that the animal views the human as weak
and will challenge for a higher pack rank.
To avoid dominance aggression, owners
should establish a firm leadership position
by making the dog do something for them
before they do something for the dog
(action-reaction-reward). Some dog breeds
may establish dominance relationships as
early as wolves, while others may never
develop stable dominance relationships
regardless of circumstances.
Socio-sexual aggression occurs in
stages. The first stage occurs at prepuberty and coincides with that of food
aggression set out above. Pre-pubescent
dogs emit pheromones that will activate
demonstrations of authority by the group’s
dominant dog. The second phase deals
with sexual, social, and zonal-spatial
issues, and coincides with the production
of sexual steroids (puberty) and territorial
aggression. Young dogs will begin to
develop an attraction for the opposite sex
as well as the areas occupied by the
dominant members of his family group.
The dominant member reacts by pushing
the adolescent to the fringe of the group.
Sexual pheromones are awakened at
puberty and the adolescent will exhibit the
first signs of courting. The same sexed
dominant member will then begin to
openly reject this behavior because he/she
is the only one who is allowed to openly
exhibit its sexuality. Again, the adolescent
is pushed from the preferred areas
occupied by the dominant pack members.
The adolescent loses the right to receive
greetings, licking, and other social
attention given by the other dogs.

Maturity
The third
phase occurs at
maturity and is
much like puberty.
The most distinguishing difference
between behaviors
exhibited in the
earlier phase and
those exhibited now
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is that, at maturity, all of the weapons,
strengths, and passions of a mature adult
are in place.
Dogs view aggression as competition
for pack rank. The sex, age, size,
hormonal status, territory, personal
distance, dominance/subordinance
hierarchy, and what was learned in
previous encounters can all influence
aggression. Therefore, aggression is both
inherent and learned. A dog’s natural
predisposition to move up in the social
hierarchy, along with the overlapping of
phases, often makes pinpointing the exact
causes of aggressive tendencies hard to
diagnose.
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SUMMARY OF PUPPY GROWTH & BEHAVIORAL CHANGES
Age

Growth & Changes

1-2 weeks

Brain is only developed enough to control breathing, heartbeat, balance and equilibrium. Pup needs stimulation to
nurse and eliminate. Pup can smell and taste.

3 weeks

Brain is sufficiently developed to control regulation of body temperature and metabolism. Eyes and ear canals are
open and pup is able to see and hear (maturity of sight and hearing will take several weeks). Teeth begin to erupt
through the gums, and pup shows interest in solid food. Pup is able to crawl forward and backward, and to walk
clumsily. Pup begins to urinate and defecate (needing no stimulation) outside of the nest and play-fighting with littermates begins. Time of first stress-related fear.

4-6 weeks

Pup learns social behaviors with other pups and should begin socialization with humans. Pup is weaned by the
mother.

5-8 weeks

Hypersensitive period when distressing psychological or physical stimuli can have long-term effects.

12 weeks

Pups’ ability to form significant emotional ties to new individuals begins to diminish.

16-20 weeks
4-4 ½ months
10 months
10-18 months

Heightened sensitivity to novel or fear-evoking stimuli.
Shed baby teeth.
Physical growth begins to level off. Heightened pre-puberty wariness can occur.
Puberty can cause males and some females to challenge for higher rank within the family pack.
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Apollo: A Rescuer’s Tail
By Karyl Wetterberg

One of the great pleasures of rescue work is finding a
puppy that needs a home. The one bad thing about finding rescue puppies is that you usually fall in love with them and find it
hard to give them up. That was the case with Apollo.
Last March we received a call from the local animal shelter
that they had received a puppy that they believed had wolf in
him. Mayo, my husband, went to look at him and, of course,
brought him home. The shelter thought the puppy was too shy
and wouldn’t be able to be placed even if he wasn’t part wolf.
I’d be scared, too, if someone brought me into a building full of
barking dogs and strange people!
The puppy arrived at our home after being neutered and
given his shots. We decided to call him Apollo. We didn’t
know his age but guessed he was about 2-3 months old. He was
shy at first, but so are most animals. We decided to crate train
him at night in our bedroom. The first few nights were very
noisy, but soon Apollo learned that the crate was his home.
When we first introduced Apollo to our alpha female, Kyla, she
immediately adopted him. We then also introduced him to our
one-year-old, Cirrus. They soon became great friends, and they
all played together like puppies.
After a few months, we began looking for a permanent
home for Apollo. With the help of Thom Whaley, we found a
lady, Judy, who had recently lost her companion of several
years. The only thing was that she lived in the Northeast and

Apollo: An Adopter’s Tail

By Judith Ebbinghaus

First, I don't consider any canid
‘junk’ or ‘garbage.’ I do, however, regard
some uncaring, covetous breeders as
trash. I haven't a clue of Apollo's background.
Originally, I had no intention of my
search for a rescue leading all the way
from the Northeast to Florida, and then
from FL to the Northeast and back —
with, I understand, a lot of extra miles in
between — but so it went.
Apologies to Apollo (“Pollo” for
short), but I was looking for a rescue, and
appearance, content, color, gender didn't
matter; rather that s/he could be comfortable with what I could offer was my main
concern.
Now, it may be kennel blindness —
of a sort, as I'm not a breeder — but I do
think Pollo is a handsome, elegant fellow, even at his age, which vets estimate
between 7-9 months. He looks quite a bit
like an oversized, white German Shepherd with a few differences. I must admit, though, that being accustomed to
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we lived in Florida. Judy also lived in a condo. However, since
she had had a wolfdog, she was accustomed to taking many
walks and to the demands of taking care of a wolfdog. Since
Judy does not drive, I told her I would bring Apollo to her.
At the beginning of June, Apollo and I headed out on our
adventure to place him in his new home. We left Florida and
about two hours out, Apollo deposited his dinner of chicken from
the previous night in the back seat of the car. Luckily he left it on
a blanket and I was able to pick the whole thing up and throw it
out! We continued our journey and made one overnight stop. The
next morning we arose and drove the rest of the way to Judy’s
home. When we got there, she was eagerly awaiting her new
“puppy” (who was now 80 lbs.).
Apollo was a bit shy, but was sure glad to get out of the car
and stretch his legs. The three of us spent the rest of the day talking and getting acquainted. When I left that night, I knew I had to
say good-bye to Apollo. I never realized until that moment just
how attached I had gotten to him. It was like leaving one of my
children. As I walked out of Judy’s home, I looked back at
Apollo, and he cocked his head as if to ask, “Are you leaving me
here?” I knew he was getting a wonderful home and all the love
he needed — and that was the most important thing.
Tonight I called Judy to see how Apollo was doing. She
happily reported that he is now around 90 lbs. and is doing great.
He has left his marks on some of her furniture, but we all know
how that is. However, he has made new friends — both human
and animal. It is so nice to tell of a successful rescue and know
there are loving people out there looking for the animals that
others discard.

northern breed wolfdog
crosses, I do sometimes smile
when those big ears “airplane”
or seem to flutter in the

breeze.
Pollo arrived with three types of
food, some “stuffie” toys, a few different
kinds of treats, and rawhide bones—this
in addition to what I'd already gotten him.
He'd been weighed a few days earlier and
was 83 lbs. Because of his size and because it's been ages since I've had a
puppy, he occasionally has to remind me
that he still IS a puppy. His current favorite toys are a couple of still intact
squeakie stuffies; a Kong, especially
when loaded with treats; and his newest
plaything, one of those flexible rods with
a string and feathers attached — promoted and sold as a CAT toy.
Since Apollo was pulled from a kill
facility where he was to be destroyed, I
have to assume he's had some rough
times during some important life stages.
But I do feel some of these guys are quite
resilient — and sensible. So far, Apollo's
like that. He is aloof with most strangers
(also a shepherd trait?), learns fast
(definitely a shepherd trait!), but isn't

especially interested in pleasing — I mean
pleasing ME, no great surprise. Also,
while he will spook at some strange new
things, thankfully he's not upset by thunder
or noise in general. Therefore, we had a
peaceful 4th of July — not at all quiet, of
course, but not because of Pollo, but the
fireworks.
Immense thanks to Kim, who got me
in contact with Thom, who, in turn, got me
in contact with Karyl and Mayo, who were
fostering Apollo. But thanks most especially to Karyl who brought Pollo here.
One long and winding road for one
dumped wolfdog.
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They’re
Here!!

Soon, we’ll be able to sell T-Shirts online; but
for now . . .

FLA

High Quality Tees, 50/50,
with or without front
pockets!!

T-Shirts!

Price: $18, includes shipping
Adult Sizes: Small,
Medium, Large, X-Large
Colors: Beige with Maroon
Print; Khaki with Black Print,
Gray with Black Print.

FRON
T
BACK
OF T-S
HIRT

...contact FLA at
info@floridalupine.org.

Woof Tails
By Bob Skeoch
I Have Lost My Woman To A Woof – Oops Woofs!

So it was off to the living room to my favorite
chair. Adding insult to injury, there lay a fourth woof
in my chair.
Back out to the barn and my cot — which I rest
on while on foal watch. No woofs there ... three cats
had taken over the cot.
The only place left that I could think of that
would be animal free was my truck; and there I was
finally able to get a few hours of sleep. So don’t feel
bad if your lady is taken over by a “woof.” Try being
replaced by four of them!

For us here in horse country, foaling season and
foal watch allows one little time to sleep. I have the
midnight shift to 6:00 A.M. … but from 4:00 A.M. on,
the percentages of a foal being born drop
tremendously.
So during foaling season, after being up for four
hours, I felt I could slip into bed for a couple of hours
of some much needed sleep before feeding time.
Not wanting to wake up my other half, I tip-toed
into the room, leaving the lights off,
and decide to slip into bed.
What a surprise! On my side of
the bed is a 136 lb. woof, sleeping
just like I would, with his head on
my pillow. So much for my side of
WolfDog Rescue & Adoption Facility
ur
the bed.
o
y
Located in Pensacola, Florida
I thought I could slide into bed
for ion,
g
n
i
from the bottom and fit between my
p mpan
p
o
h
lady and her woof. No such luck!
Life
Life IS
IS Better
Better With
With the
the Critters
Critters
en s nine co cue!
h
Not only was there another l00
W t ca a res
pounder at her feet, but there was
E-Mail: WolfDog@peoplepc.com
nex try
1-850-492-8716
also one in the middle of the bed.

FACES of the HOWL

All rescues are spayed/neutered and come with a clean bill of health unless otherwise specified.
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(Continued from page 5)

passed out in the pup’s feces before
they can mature, they can infect the
mother when she licks her pup.
About 4 weeks after a dog eats
an infective egg or a puppy with a
prenatal
infection
An individual T. canis
is born,
female worm can produce
the adult
200,000 eggs per day.
w o r m
has matured in the animal’s intestine and
the next generation of eggs is
passed.
T. cati: In some ways the life
cycle of T. cati is similar to that of T.
canis. The infective eggs are swallowed. The larvae hatch and penetrate the stomach wall. From there
the larvae migrate through the liver,
other tissues, and lungs. Some larvae may encyst in the tissues. Larvae that enter the lungs are coughed
up and swallowed. The larvae mature in the stomach and small intestine, and the adult female worms
start laying eggs.
Unlike T. canis, in utero infection
does not occur with T. cati. However,
during the perinatal period dormant
larvae in the queen can start to migrate and can be passed from the
mammary tissues to the young
through the milk.
Mice can serve as intermediate
hosts for T. cati in a manner similar
to the other roundworms. Cats can
also become infected by eating other
transport hosts such as earthworms
and beetles.
The table below helps summarize the ways the different roundworms are transmitted.

Roundworm

Eggs, through
ingestion
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Remember, for all roundworms,
the eggs need to remain in the environment for days to weeks before
they become infective. Larvae encysted in the host’s tissues can remain dormant there for the host’s lifetime.

How do roundworms cause disease in pets?
In the intestine, roundworms absorb nutrients from what the animal
eats, interfere with digestion, and can
damage the lining of the intestine.
Animals with mild infestations of
roundworms may not show any signs
of disease. Animals with more severe
infestations may be thin, have dull
hair coats, and develop a pot-bellied
appearance. Some may become anemic and have vomiting, diarrhea, or
constipation. Rarely, in severe infestations, the roundworms can cause
obstruction of the intestines. A cough
may be observed in some animals
due to the migration of the larvae
through the respiratory system. In
young puppies, the migration of the T.
canis larvae in the lungs can cause
pneumonia.

How are roundworm infestations in pets diagnosed?
Adult worms are usually 3-4
inches long, although some T. canis
roundworms can be up to 7 inches.
Adults may be seen in the feces or
vomit. The worms are round on crosssection (hence the catchy name) and
look a bit like spaghetti.
The eggs are identified in the feces. A flotation solution is used to

Larvae,
through the
milk

T. leonina

X

T. canis

X

X

T. cati X

X

X

Larvae, across
the placenta

Larvae, by
ingestion of
transport or
intermediate
host
X

X

X
X

separate the eggs from the rest of
the stool, and the resulting sample
is examined microscopically. Very
slight differences in appearance of
the eggs of the three roundworms
can allow experienced persons to
distinguish between them.
Surprise! Occasionally we will
see eggs of T. cati in dog stool.
How could that happen? The dog
has made a raid on the cat’s litter
box and has eaten cat feces. The
eggs pass through the digestive
system of the dog and are found in
its stool.

How are roundworm infestations in pets treated?
There are many wormers that
kill roundworms. Most wormers,
however, kill the adult worms but do
not affect the migrating or encysted
larvae. This is why most manufacturers of wormers advise repeating
the worming 2-4 weeks after the
first treatment. By that time, most
larvae that were migrating during
the first treatment have come back
to the intestine where they can be
killed by the second treatment.
Common wormers and their
effectiveness against roundworms
are listed on the following page.
Strategic deworming is a practice recommended by the American
Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (AAVP) and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).
Puppies*
Initiate treatments at 2 weeks, repeat at 4, 6, and 8 weeks of age.
Thereafter, use a heartworm preventative medication that is also
effective against hookworms and
roundworms.
Nursing Dams
Treat concurrently with pups.
Adult Dogs
Treat regularly for prevention. Also
monitor and eliminate parasites in
pet's environment.
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(Continued from page 12)

Newly Acquired Animals
Worm immediately, after 2 weeks, and
then follow above recommendations.
(Drs. Foster and Smith suggest that
owners of newly acquired puppies
should obtain the deworming history
of their new pet and contact their veterinarian to determine if additional
deworming is needed.)

How can I prevent my pet from regular basis. Many veterinarians
suggest animals be wormed on at
becoming reinfected?
A fecal examination should be performed at the time the puppies are
weaned, 4-8 weeks after the last treatment of an infestation, at the time of
your pet’s annual physical exam, and
before females are bred. Some owners
choose to worm their animals on a

Oral Treatments for Gastrointestinal Parasites in Dogs
Ingredient(s)

Example

Range of
Efficacy*

Minimum
Age/Weight

dichlorophen/toluene Triple Wormer

R,H,T,F

> or = 2.5 lbs

dichlorvos

Task

R,H,T,F

> or = 2.5 lbs

diethylcarbamazine
citrate

Filaribits

R

none

febantel/praziquantel RM Parasiticide-10

R,H,W,T,F

> or = to 2 lbs

febantel/praziquantel/
Drontal Plus
pyrantel pamoate

R,H,W,T,F,E

> or = to 3
weeks or 2 lbs

fenbendazole

Panacur

R,H,W,T

none

ivermectin/pyrantel
pamoate

Heartgard Plus

R,H

> or = 6 weeks

mebendazole

Telmintic

R,H,W,T

none

milbemycin oxime

Interceptor

R,H,W

> or = 8 weeks

n-butyl chloride

Happy Jack Worm
Capsules/Sergeants
R,H
Puppy Worm Capsules

> or = 4 weeks

oxibendazole/
diethylcarbamazine

Filaribits Plus

R,H,W

> 8 weeks and
> 1 lb

piperazine salts

Happy Jack Kennel
Wormer/Sergeants
Worm Away

R

> or = 6 weeks

praziquantel

Droncit, Tradewinds
Tapeworm Tabs

T,F

> or = 4 weeks

pyrantel pamoate

Drs. Foster & Smith
ProWormer-2, Nemex2

R,H

> or = 2 weeks

epsiprantel

Cestex

T,F

> 7 weeks

* Efficacy for intestinal worms
R = Roundworms
H = Hookworms
W = Whipworms
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T = Taeniid tapeworms
F = Flea tapeworms
E = Echinococcus granulosus tapeworms

least an annual basis.
Many heartworm preventatives
such as Heartgard Plus and Interceptor treat or control infections
with roundworms and are an important addition to a roundworm
prevention program. Look at your
preventative package to check its
efficacy against roundworms.
The eggs of roundworms are
extremely resistant to environmental conditions and can remain
infective in the soil for months to
years. Pets need to be prevented
from ingesting soil or anything contaminated with infective eggs. Because of the zoonotic potential of
roundworms, and to protect your
pet and others, all sources of infection should be reduced. For a
discussion of cleaning the environment, see the section further below.

How do roundworms cause
disease in humans?
T. canis and T. cati pose a significant health hazard to people.
Thousands of people become infected with Toxocara in the United
States per year. How do people
become infected? Humans become infected when they ingest
infective eggs from the soil or from
their hands or another object.
Large numbers of the eggs can
accumulate in the soil where dogs
and cats are allowed to defecate.
The eggs are sticky, and can collect on the hands and under the
fingernails of people. Children, and
others who may not have good
hygiene, are most prone to becoming infected.
Remember, Toxocara eggs
need to be in the environment approximately two weeks, before becoming infective, so direct contact
with an infected animal generally
does not result in transmission.
However, young puppies may continually contaminate their entire
litter area, and may even have infective eggs stuck to their coats.
Adults and children who handle
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the bitch or puppies or who clean the
area may be especially at risk.
If a human ingests Toxocara eggs,
the subsequent larvae can migrate
through the person’s tissues. This
condition is called 'visceral larva migrans.' The larvae most commonly
migrate through the liver, lungs, and
brain. They can cause severe inflammation and actual mechanical damage to the organs. Signs of this disease include an enlarged liver, intermittent fever, loss of weight and appetite, and a persistent cough.
Asthma or pneumonia may develop.
A unique form of this disease is
called o
' cular larva migrans.' Larvae
migrate through the eyes and can
cause vision loss or even blindness.
Ocular larva migrans usually occurs
in children 7-8 years old, whereas,
visceral larva migrans occurs in children ages 1-4 years. The reason for
the difference among ages is unknown.
To prevent human infection, good
hygiene is extremely important.
Teach children, especially, to wash
their hands after playing and before
eating. Do not let children play in areas where dogs or cats may have
defecated. Cats should not be allowed to use sandboxes or the garden as litter boxes. Worm your pets
as recommended, keep the environment clean, and control rodent populations.
How do I eliminate roundworms
from my breeding animals?
A good roundworm control program should be established for all
kennels. The main sources of infection are larvae in the bitches, eggs in
the environment, and larvae in the
tissues of transport hosts. All of these
need to be addressed in a good control program.
Medical Treatment and Isolation: It is very difficult to eliminate
encysted larvae from female dogs
and cats in an attempt to prevent
transmission to their offspring. Since
kittens can be infected through nursing but not in utero, perinatal Toxocara
transmission can be prevented in cats

by eliminating intestinal infections from
the queen and hand-rearing the kittens.
It is not so easy to break the cycle
in dogs. That requires isolation of animals and repeated treatment of
bitches through multiple generations
to prevent reinfection and reduce and
finally eliminate larvae in the tissues.
Daily administration of fenbendazole
to bitches from their 40th day of pregnancy to the 14th day after whelping
can greatly reduce the number of larvae that can pass to the pups. Repeated treatments during subsequent
pregnancies may all but eliminate encysted larvae in the bitch. The resulting puppies will have been exposed to
fewer larvae perinatally. If we can
keep the female puppies from these
litters from acquiring T. canis infections
through ingestion of contaminated
food or infected rodents, the numbers
of encysted larvae they will carry as
adults will be greatly reduced. If these
females are then used for breeding
and treated as their mother was, their
offspring would have even lower exposure to perinatal transmission of Toxocara. After treating several generations
in this manner, roundworm-free dogs
may result.
Treating the Environment:
Floors in kennels and dog runs should
be impervious so they are easier to
clean. All fecal material should be removed since organic material will decrease the effectiveness of cleaning
solutions. A bleach solution of 3 cups
of household bleach to a gallon of cool
water should be sprayed or mopped
on the area. This should be done on at
least a weekly basis. This will not kill
the eggs, but will strip off their sticky
outer layer and make them easier to
remove.
Any feces in yards should be
picked up on a daily basis. If soil becomes contaminated, about the only
alternative is to remove it and replace
it, or turn it over to the depth of 8-12
inches.
Because mice and other small
rodents can be source of infection,
rodents should be exterminated.
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History of Florida Lupine Association

By Kim Miles, Editor of the Florida Lupine News
The Florida Lupine Association, Inc.,
(FLA) was borne of the need for an
organization to assist wolfdog owners and
promote the responsible ownership of
wolfdogs in Florida.
In 1997, many wolfdog owners in FL
who also dealt with wolfdog rescue saw
the need for a cohesive organization that
could focus solely on wolfdogs and their
owners and could become a unified and
active voice in the state of Florida.
Toward the latter part of 1998, these
individuals decided that such an
organization was imperative due to (1) the
large numbers of animals coming into
rescue (both wolfdogs and dogs sold to
unsuspecting buyers as wolfdogs); (2) the
large numbers of unscrupulous “wolfdog”
breeders in the state of Florida (and the
nation); and (3) the large numbers of
uneducated and/or irresponsible owners.
These founding members of FLA (Al
Mitchell, Beth Palmer, Mayo Wetterberg,
Jody Haynes, and Kim Miles) met
numerous times in the winter of 1998-1999
in an attempt to iron out the specifics of
such an organization.
On February 25, 1999, we held a
meeting in Orlando to solidify our goals
for Florida Lupine: both short-term and
long-term. With these goals solidified, we
then began the journey into constructing
bylaws and laying the foundation of the
organization.
In the spring of 1999, the bylaws
were written and the non-profit Articles of
Incorporation were submitted to the state.
On June 7, 1999, our Articles were
approved by the Secretary of State and
FLA was official. We then gained our
federal non-profit status as a 501c3 on
March 9, 2001.
The official goals of the organization
are to provide educational outreach, to
keep abreast of legal issues, to cooperate
with wolfdog and animal organizations, to
advance the interests of the wolfdog, to
promote the responsible ownership of
wolfdogs, and to assist wolfdog rescue
organizations.
The initial FLA Board of Directors
(comprised of the five founding members)
then prepared to receive members: creating
brochures and educational pamphlets;
establishing contacts throughout the state;
publishing a website and quarterly news -

letter; holding annual rendezvous; etc.
Since 1999, we have made ourselves
known to Animal Control agencies, to
shelters, to the FL Rabies Compendium, to
the FL Veterinarian’s Office, to the FL
Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission, and to other wolfdog organizations
throughout the U.S.
The FLA website has been a great
achievement and is visited by individuals
from all over the world (see the article
from the webmaster on page three) and has
now become a database of information for
individuals (worldwide) who are interested
in wolfdog-related topics.
Other than the website, two of the
primary methods through which FLA has
been in communication with its members
is via our annual Rendezvous and our
quarterly newsletter, the Florida Lupine
News. Our newsletters have grown from
an average of eight to ten pages to an
average of 14-16 pages, and have
traditionally included personal stories and
educational articles covering, but not
limited to, the following issues: canine
health, behavior, bite inhibition, wolfdog
genetics, containment, phenotyping, etc.
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank all of the individuals who have
contributed stories and/or articles to the
Florida Lupine News since its inception in
1999: Andrea B, Pam T, Barbara S, Al M,
Mayo W, Karyl W, Judy E, Vicki A,
Cheryl H, Bob S, Thom W, Jerry M, Beth
P, Dora S, Gloria C, Nicole W, Jody H,
Jan V, Ann D, Paula S, Cynthia W*, Rob
M*. Thanks also to Thom W for
advertising in the Florida Lupine News .
If anyone else would like to submit
an article or advertisement to the Florida
Lupine News, they may contact me at
editor@floridalupine.org or at 305-2787022. Personal articles will be reviewed
for grammar and content and will be
edited if necessary. Articles with
educational content must be accurate. For
previously published articles, FLA must
receive reprint permission or we could be
sued for copyright infringement.
Member involvement is crucial to an
organization. We need to continue to see
our members taking part in the newsletter
and the Rendezvous activities. The annual
Rendezvous takes enormous time and

preparation. The more the membership
can help out, the better the Rendezvous!
This year is an election year. A new
Board of Directors will be elected to
serve out another two -year term;
therefore, it is crucial that you come to
the annual meeting and cast your vote.
Some of you might even be interested in
trying your hand at being a director, and
to that end, I’ll clarify what being a
director entails.
Because the directors are spread out
over the state, our meetings are held via
the computer — in an Internet
conference via ICQ (an Internet chat
program). Therefore, a computer and
Internet connection is mandatory to a
successful board. There are usually one
to two meetings per month, sometimes
more when dealing with a crucial issue
(e.g., addressing a legal issue, preparing
for the spring Rendezvous, etc.). The
meetings are usually 1-2 hours in length,
sometimes going over two hours.
The Rendezvous each year is a
major event for the directors. We
schedule presentations, determine what
kind of feeding set-up we will have,
produce volumes of copies for
distribution to attendees, schedule the
campground, reserve the cabins, oversee
the event, contribute drinks and food,
prepare meals, make sure all attendees
are registered, etc.
If you have any interest in helping
FLA from an administrative standpoint,
please attend our next Rendezvous.
There may be at least one new position
open, so we encourage all who think they
can be productive members of the Board
to join the organization and help further
FLA’s goals!
Whether you decide to become a
member of the Board or you remain a
member of the organization, involvement
is crucial. FLA needs your support, your
newsletter articles, your participation in
the Rendezvous, your input and your
suggestions for improvement, etc.
Together, we can make a difference!
*

These members contributed articles to the
newsletter but they couldn’t be printed for
various reasons (e.g., reprint permission
couldn’t be obtained for newspaper articles,
articles contained inaccuracies, etc.).

PAGE 16
©

Florida Lupine Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 771615
Ocala, FL 34477-1615
Support Responsible Canine Ownership & Education!

DO NOT FORWARD
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

