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By Jody Haynes

When you look at what most people know, or think they know, about canines (both our domestic companions
and their cousins in the wild), it becomes apparent that there is a basic lack of knowledge and understanding.
Many common sources of information are full of confusion—even misinformation. From all varieties of sources
there may be ‘quality control’ problems. Anything—from the Internet, to books, to TV, to our friends, and
even professionals—our sources of information can be biased, incorrect, or completely wrong.... There is truth
everywhere, but finding it through all the clutter is the key, and misunderstanding is the enemy.
~Monty Sloan (2012)
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Misrepresentation has always been rampant
in the wolfdog community. Over the last few
decades, many ‘wolfdog’ breeders have raised
the percentage of ‘wolf’ in their animals, with
some elevating their mixed-breed dogs to wolfdog status to sell mutts that no one would otherwise buy. Unethical wolfdog breeders have also
raised the content of their animals, selling their
low- or mid-content wolfdogs as high-content
wolfdogs or pure wolves to unsuspecting buyers. These buyers are either ignorant and/or naïve or simply choose to ignore the animals’ phenotype, buying solely on the allure of the
‘wolf’.
Wolfdog aficionados are aware of the problem of breeders raising wolf content as a common type of misrepresentation. Various animal
control agencies, rescue sanctuaries, and law
enforcement agencies (e.g., Fish & Wildlife,
Department of Natural Resources, etc.) are also
aware of this unethical practice. On numerous
occasions, these agencies have sent an officer to
investigate the ‘wolf’ at someone’s home only
to find a dog or a wolfdog.
Over the last couple of years, however,
misrepresentation of wolves/wolfdogs has taken
a dramatic—and potentially much more dangerous—turn. A small faction within the wolf/
wolfdog community have begun to downgrade
percentages or ‘domesticate’ wolves (both in the
wild and in captivity) and high-content wolfdogs. These individuals have done this (and
continue to do this), in part, by intentionally
over-generalizing, disseminating misinformation, misinterpreting science, and attempting
to redefine such well-established terms as
‘wolf’, ‘dog’, ‘wolfdog’, ‘domestication’,

‘tame’, ‘wild’, etc.
While redefining terms to suit an agenda is
becoming more and more commonplace in politics, it is still completely unacceptable in almost
every other facet of society, especially science.
Some people new to the wolfdog world are beginning to believe the erroneous information.
New buyers tend to believe breeders, so when
irresponsible breeders tell their buyers that their
98% wolfdog is an F8 or F15 or that their highcontent wolfdog can live inside an apartment
like a poodle, it sets the stage for potential disaster. In fact, this movement has gained so
much support that it has resulted in unbelievably absurd public statements such as (or similar
to) the following:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

An F4 (or F3 or F2) wolfdog is a ‘dog’
regardless of its wolf content.
Filial numbers are irrelevant in wolfdogs.
All pure wolves in captivity came from fur
farms, and since some fur farmers mixed in
northern breed dogs to improve the coats
and behavior of their animals, all ‘pure
wolves’ in captivity are, therefore, just
wolfdogs.
Wolves bred and raised in captivity for
many generations are domesticated animals, are no different from dogs in temperament and behavior, and should be allowed
to be kept as pets.
It is possible to breed a line of canines that
looks exactly like wild wolves but behaves
just like dogs.
There are no more ‘pure wolves’ in nature.
All wolves in Yellowstone are wolfdogs.
“[M]ost [v]eterenarians, [b]iologists and
[k]ennel [c]lub officials will classify and
(Continued on page 10)
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We would like to hear from our members! What would
you like to learn more about? Do you have an animal
with a specific medical condition and want to learn
more about it? Do you have a doggy recipe you would
like to share? Do you have specific questions you
would like us to answer or investigate? We will try to
address your questions or concerns.

A Federal Non-Profit Organization
EIN: 59-3586075
Dedicated to Being Florida’s
Responsible Voice for Wolfdogs

Letters, Advertisements & Pictures
should be sent to
Kim Miles, Editor
9525 Jamaica Drive
Cutler Bay, FL 33189
E-Mail: editor@floridalupine.org
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P.O. Box 142
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If sending snail mail,
please allow 2-3 weeks for a reply.
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within this newsletter are Copyright © and are the property of
FLA, Inc., except where otherwise indicated and credited.
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1/2 Page: $20.00
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Full Page: $50.00
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To Jody Haynes for the extensive research he
conducted to make his article “Reflections on
Redefinitions, Untruths, and Misinformation” as honest
and factual as possible!
To Kent Ferrell on his two articles “The Other Side of
Misrepresentation” and “Tebah, the Guard Dog” and
for his photos of Rio and Tebah, which are included in
his articles.
To Jody Haynes and Pam Thompson for their
invaluable assistance in editing the articles in this
newsletter.
To the numerous members and directors (and nonmembers) who have contributed time and money to
making the Spring 2012 Rendezvous a success!
To Holly Yager Torres for her interest in joining the
FLA board!

Florida Lupine Association
Directors & Officers
Jody Haynes, President
Kim Miles, Vice President & Editor
Andrea Bannon, Treasurer
Pam Thompson, Secretary

(All submissions will become property of
FLA unless accompanied by a SASE)

Deadlines for Submission:
Spring NL: March 15
Summer NL: June 15

Fall NL: Sept. 15
Winter NL: Dec. 15

Letters, ads, and articles may not reflect the views of FLA.
We welcome all comments, ads, and articles but require that
they are signed and include a phone number and address. FLA
and the Editor reserve the right to edit any material submitted
for publication in the Florida Lupine News Newsletter.
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From the Desk of the President
By Jody Haynes
My column this time will focus on two very important
issues to FLA and to wolfdogs. First is the problem of wolfdog
misinformation and misrepresentation that I touched on in my
last column, which has unfortunately not subsided since the last
issue, but has rather become even more heated with proponents
and supporters being even more vocal. It really is disappointing
that there could be a faction within the wolfdog community—
which, one would hope, would want to band together in support
of their chosen companions—that would misinterpret science
and attempt to redefine well-established terms to further their
own personal agendas, or even to stoop so low as to purportedly
lowering the percentage of wolf in the animals they are trying to
sell or falsifying lineage records for the same agendas.
As an educational organization, FLA is dedicated to
providing factual information about lupine-type canines, and as
this problem comes to a head on many of the online forums,
FLA feels that it is time to speak out in support of the
opposition against these individuals and their shameful actions.
I wrote the lead article in an attempt to counter some of this
misinformation and propaganda by providing scientifically
rigorous definitions of some of the terms that have been
conveniently redefined, as well as providing direct quotes from
internationally renowned experts in the field of wolf and dog
research that are in direct contradiction to much of the false
information being created and propagated.
A second article in this issue that addresses the results of
misrepresentation was written by FLA member Kent Ferrell,
who was duped by a well-known breeder into buying a highcontent puppy as what he was told was a mid-content animal.
Fortunately for Kent, he was able to find some individuals in
the wolfdog community who understand the problem at hand

and are continuing to work with him to provide a supportive
home for his animal. We welcome your comments and views
on this very important and very serious problem, so please
voice your opinion on the “FLA_Members” Yahoo group, our
new Facebook page, or privately at info@floridalupine.org.
Secondly, I am proud to announce that the schedule for this
year’s FLA Rendezvous has now been set and is available on
the FLA website at www.floridalupine.org/rendezvous/2012/
rendezvous2012.htm. We have a wonderful presentation
planned by Ms. Lindsay Merhkam, who is a Ph.D. student at
the University of Florida studying interactions of humans and
wolfdogs for her thesis research. During the course of her
research, Lindsay has visited the facilities of some FLA
members, including Mayo & Karyl Wetterberg’s Nite Howls
Sanctuary and Nancy Brown’s Full Moon Farm, and she will be
reporting on these visits during her presentation. We look
forward to interacting with Lindsay and hearing about her
research.
As always, we will have our fun dog show and our auction,
which this year will include items donated by companies who
publish books on dogs and wolfdogs or manufacture dog toys
or collars and leashes. Please remember that we always need
donations of additional items for the auction, foodstuffs for the
Saturday evening potluck dinner, and volunteers to assist in
setting up and ensuring that the rendezvous runs as smoothly as
possible. This is certain to be one of the better and wellattended rendezvous that we have had in recent years, and we
look forward to seeing you all there!
As always, please feel free to contact me at
president@floridalupine.org with any questions, concerns, or
ideas for improving the organization.

From the Desk of the Treasurer
By Andrea Bannon
As we leave 2011 and enter a new year, I want to wish everyone and their
furbees a healthy and prosperous year ahead with many more to come. To those
who may have had a faithful pack member cross over the Rainbow Bridge, my
heart-felt sympathy is with you.
The annual Spring Rendezvous is just around the corner; I am hoping to see
many members—as well as a lot of new prospective members—in attendance.
We should have a big turn-out this year! It is a time to see old friends and make
new ones, to share experiences and/or problems one might be having with their
animals. The knowledge base among the members is phenomenal. Everyone
who is new to the wolfdog community can benefit by being there.
At this rendezvous, I would also like to hear any ideas you may have on
things to change or improve FLA. I will have an “idea” box set up; just jot down
your ideas and drop them into the suggestion box. I can assure everyone that
they will be read and discussed at the board meetings.
As we all know, FLA belongs to all of us, and donations and memberships
are what keeps us in existence. I want to thank everyone who has renewed their
membership and sent donations. Please continue supporting FLA by renewing
your membership and promoting new members whenever and wherever you
can.
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From the Desk of the Secretary
By Pam Thompson
We would like to bring in more new members, so please
help spread the word about FLA to other wolfdog owners,
encouraging them to join the organization. The more people
who take an active interest in the organization, the better we
can help wolfdog owners in Florida and across the nation.
While FLA has received informational requests via
email, we have not received mailout requests for any of our
educational packets: (1) considerations before acquiring a
wolfdog; (2) wolfdog breeding and breeder information; (3)
containment and enrichment information; (4) reading and
understanding canine behavior; (5) phenotyping wolfdogs,
dogs, and wolves; and (6) canine domestication and genetics.
While all of the above information is provided on our website
(www.floridalupine.org), these packets are also free to
anyone interested in receiving them. If you know of anyone
interested in receiving a wolfdog informational packet,
please contact FLA at info@floridalupine.org.
During this quarter, two members renewed their FLA
memberships, both of whom are Florida residents. And two
new members—one of whom is from Florida and the other
who resides in Texas—joined the organization this past
quarter.
The rendezvous is just around the corner and we hope to

Fluff & Tuff Dog Toys
What makes Fluff & Tuff special? Our creative designs
combined with high quality fabrics and “tuff-luv”
construction specifications create a great looking plush toy
with the softness and playability of a stuffed toy yet durable.
Fluff & Tuff dog toys are sophisticated high quality ultraplush durable dog toys made of quality fabrics and precise
construction specifications.
.








High quality, ultra plush outer fabric
Durable, thick inner mesh liner
Double stitched seams
Stitched eyes & no hard edges
Large durable squeaker heart
Playful design, size & fabric appeal to dogs

Please browse our website at www.fluffandtuff.com to find
out “What makes us so
Tuff” and to see both
customers’ and retailers’
testimonials. Most
important you will be
introduced to the stars of
Fluff & Tuff: Georgia
Gator, Nuts the Squirrel,
Peanut, Rocket Raccoon,
Gus the Ferret and more.

see everyone there. Even though we always have a great
time, we often forget that the rendezvous serves a greater
purpose than just getting together and having fun. Events
such as the FLA Rendezvous show the public that wolfdogs
can be well-mannered, acceptable pets and that, when owned
responsibly, they do not deserve the reputation of being wild,
dangerous, and unpredictable. Those individuals who have
brought wolfdogs to past rendezvous have done an excellent
job in presenting themselves and their animals in a positive
light. In fact, FLA members and their animals have gone a
long way to help overcome the undeserved reputation that
wolfdogs have.
Each year, FLA offers an informative presentation based
on the physical or behavioral aspect of wolfdogs. This year's
presentation will be presented by Lindsay Merhkam from
the University of Florida and will address her thesis
research on interactions between humans and wolfdogs.
The Florida Lupine Association was founded in support
of responsible ownership and has always prided itself in
providing its members with current information. Help us
keep FLA going by showing your support. Please join us for a
weekend of fun and camaraderie. Let’s make this the best
rendezvous yet!

Quality FLA T-Shirts!
Unisex 100% Cotton; Ladies 50/50% Cotton/Spandex
Price: $15 (+ $3 Shipping)
Adult Sizes: SM, MD, LG, XL, XXL
Colors: Beige, Blue, Green, Peach, Gray, White, etc.

Soon, we will be able to sell the T-shirts online; but for
now, contact FLA via email to place
your order. E-mail

T-Shirts!
FRON
T
BACK
OF T-S
HIRT

us at
info@floridalupine.org.
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Female Pets and Reproduction: What Can Go Wrong?
Press Release: University of Illinois, School of Veterinary Medicine
By Brittany Way Rose
26 September 2011
Uterine infections, difficult deliveries, and postpartum nutritional deficiencies are a few of the problems
that could affect your female pet if you decide not to spay
her. Unspayed females are also at greater risk for some
types of cancer.
Dr. Mauria O'Brien, a veterinarian at the University of
Illinois Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Urbana, is board
certified in emergency and critical care. She recommends
early spaying, before 6 months of age or before the first
heat cycle, to eliminate or minimize problems of reproductive health. However, if you plan to breed your pet,
she explains several risks that you should know about.
“The most common reproductive problem affecting
female pets is a pyometra, or uterine infection,” says Dr.
O'Brien. Signs that your pet may have a pyometra include
lethargy, loss of appetite, vomiting, and vaginal discharge.
Often you may notice these signs three to four weeks after your pet was in heat.
“If your dog or cat is showing these signs, an immediate trip to the vet is in order,” says Dr. O'Brien. Left untreated a pyometra can result in severe infection that can
lead to death. The most effective and common treatment
of a pyometra is an ovariohysterectomy, in other words, a
spay.
Estrus, or being “in heat,” refers to the period when
the animal is receptive to breeding. In dogs, signs of estrus are vulvar swelling and blood-tinged fluid from the
vulva. Cats typically become overly friendly and vocal and
may display the “lordosis position,” a prayer-like position
with the tail off to the side.
The gestation period lasts about nine weeks after the
heat ends. Signs of labor include nesting, restlessness,
pacing, and panting. Often the pet's appetite will drop off.

“It is important to offer your pet a quiet place during
labor in order to minimize stress, which can increase the
likelihood of problems,” says Dr. O'Brien.
Dystocia—a difficult, often dangerous, birth—is a
reproductive emergency. “If your pet shows visible effort
and abdominal pushing for more than 30 minutes without giving birth, or if you see a green discharge and there
has been no puppy or kitten after 2 hours or a fluid filled
sac is expelled with no fetus, your pet should be taken to
a veterinarian,” advises Dr. O'Brien.
Big-headed, narrow-hipped dogs, such as English and
French bulldogs, Chihuahuas, and dachshunds, are predisposed to dystocia. If you are considering breeding this
type of dog, you should thoroughly research their delivery needs. Your veterinarian should radiograph your pet
after 45 days into the gestation period to determine the
number of puppies present.
If newborn pets are having difficulty breathing or are
not breathing after delivery, you can use a clean bulb syringe to clear secretions from their mouths and noses and
stimulate them via vigorous rubbing.
Another reproductive problem, eclampsia, or “milk
fever,” occurs when nursing pups deplete the mother's
calcium level. This is more common among small dogs
that have large litters. Signs of eclampsia include tremors,
panting, hyper-excitability, increased heart rate, red skin,
and increased temperature. To prevent this problem, Dr.
O'Brien recommends feeding the mother a puppy diet for
three weeks before and after whelping to ensure adequate nutrition for lactation.
To reduce the risk of reproductive problems and the
risk of mammary cancer, spaying your pet early--before
the first heat cycle—is the best option. If you breed your
pet, learn all you can and be sure to work closely with
your local veterinarian.
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The Other Side of Misrepresentation
By Kent Ferrell
Misrepresentation is an issue that is rampant in the
breeding and sale of wolfdogs (see the lead article by
Jody Haynes on page 1 of this issue). It is a problem that
is getting worse and not better. While this article is not
directed at a specific solution, I hope that breeders and
potential buyers read it and consider what I have
experienced, acting as needed to prevent this from
happening to themselves or someone else.
Usually people have seen either a beautiful wolfdog or
an ad for one of these animals, and, whether by impulse
or considered decision, they then conclude that they must
have one. If they find an ad, it will typically read as follows:
Timber Wolves for sale. Beautiful high content 96%
McKenzie Valley Timber Wolf/Malamute crosses.
You’ve always wanted one, now here’s your chance.
Gentle giant, acts like a dog, disease resistant like a
wolf, good with children and other animals. Great
companions. Act now before they’re gone. Only $xxx.
For owners who bought an animal from an advertisement like the one above, their stories usually take one of
two proverbial forks in the road:
Fork #1 (the good fork): The dog grows up and
makes a pretty good pet. The owners are happy with
their new pet but are embarrassed to find out they’ve
been had and their 96% wolf is actually a 69%
Malamute and 29% German Shepherd mutt dog, with
the most recent wolf being the one that walked across
the breeder’s property at some point in the last
century. (Or the owners may be in complete denial,
believing that their well-behaved mutt dog is actually a
wolf—but that is a different article.)
Fork #2 (the bad fork): The dog may or may not
be as advertised above (96% wolf), but it grows up,
weighs 130 lbs., eats large quantities of furniture, is
too rough with the kids and is evicted to the back yard
or is chained out of reach of anything. The dog then
becomes aggressive, is sent to a shelter, and labeled
as a wolfdog. We all know what happens from there.

Rio at 8 weeks old

But, that’s not what happened to me. For almost 10 years
I had owned two low-content wolfdogs. Both of my dogs
were getting older, and I decided I wanted to get another
puppy so it could be raised in the calm environment of two
solidly-grounded and well-mannered dogs before the older
dogs were too old to deal with a rambunctious puppy.
Since I had experience with low contents, I decided to look
for an upper mid-content that would fit in nicely with my
other, older wolfdogs.
Like a lot of people who THINK they are going into this
with their “eyes wide open,” I did a lot of “online
research” (but I know now from the school of hard knocks
that it was the wrong kind of research). While I did not
delude myself by reading only those sites that said what I
wanted to hear, I still somehow managed not to learn the
right things. I don’t want to give the impression that I didn’t
learn anything. In fact, I learned quite a lot through online
research; I made lots of phone calls (frequently to the
wrong people), and I studied a lot of well-known
publications. I learned enough to realize that I did not want
anything in the high-content range. In fact, everything I
learned reinforced that I wanted something in the upper
mid-content range at the absolute highest. I also learned
enough to make a list of minimum requirements for both
myself and the prospective breeder.
The list for me included the following:






Proper containment
Proper socialization
Professional training
Proper diet
Neuter or spay as early as recommended

The list for the breeder included the following:






The breeder must own both parents
The breeder must provide lineage papers for pups
The breeder must be an established breeder
I must be able to visit the breeder multiple times
I must be able to interact with their animals
(especially the parents) without losing digits

With this lofty set of guidelines, I set out to find a
breeder. I called lots of breeders and even visited some.
Some were weeded out before the visit stage as some of
the “screwballs” were easy to spot. Others had some
pretty good story lines, so we made some long drives only
to discover after we got there that they were nuts. One
breeder told me that his grandfather, way back in the early
1900s, brought back from Alaska some of the first Arctics
and essentially started the modern wolfdog era. We went
to one breeder who had some gorgeous high contents on
the premises (he insinuated they were pures), and when I
expressed concern, telling him that I wasn’t ready for a
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high-content animal, this breeder told me that he had
recently sold high contents to customers in their 70s and
they’d had no problems.
I continued my online research and eventually found a
breeder with an impressive website and with what
appeared to be sincere and factual information about
wolfdogs. They didn’t seem to be pushing their animals,
and they had specific requirements that prospective
owners must meet. I sat down and wrote that breeder a
frank and truthful letter about what I was looking for in a
new wolfdog, specifically mentioning that I was looking for
an upper mid-content animal—one that was social, could
live part-time inside, and would interact well with my older
dogs. The breeder then called me, and after several phone
conversations, my wife and I made arrangements to visit
their kennel. This was late summer of 2008.
Finally, the day arrived, and we made the three-hour
drive to this breeder’s home with high expectations. When
we arrived, their animals did not disappoint. When we first
drove up, there was no one in sight, and knocks on the
door went unanswered. From where I had parked our car, I
could see a couple of enclosures and could just see a
couple of dogs. I knew that some wolfdogs—especially
higher-content animals—could be skittish of strangers, but
I decided that I would walk down toward the kennel. If they
freaked out, I would go back; if they didn’t, then I’d take a
closer look.
The two dogs in the kennel were not long in spotting
me, and much to my surprise, rather than trying to flee or
move away, they were very excited to see someone. Tails
wagging and ears down, the dogs came up to the fence,
soliciting affection. They were both BIG mature boys, silver
in color, and I thought they were just about the most
beautiful things I had ever seen.
Just when I thought things couldn’t get any better,
another wolfdog showed up in the large run I thought was
empty. He was a gorgeous boy, darker in color with much
less gray in him, and he was going absolutely nuts for
someone to pet him. He appeared to be younger (maybe
two or three?), and though he was a pretty big boy, he was
smaller than the first two. I walked toward him, and the
closer I got, the crazier he went. I could sense no danger
and reached out to pet him. All he wanted was for
somebody to show him some affection.
Finally, the breeder showed up, and we talked for a
little while, just getting acquainted. Then the breeder
wanted to see how I interacted with the dogs, so we were
invited to go into the enclosure where the overly friendly
dog was located, along with three other wolfdogs: a
beautiful young gray male, a female, and a five-month-old
pup out of the gray male and the female in the enclosure.
While the other three animals were not as social as the first
three that I met, they were definitely not skittish and
certainly showed no aggression. After we entered the
enclosure, I sat down and the very friendly boy did
everything he could to crawl into my lap. He was such an
attention hog that he was actually a pest, but one with a
golden personality.
Before we left, we started discussing the business
details. I asked about price and deposit, something we had
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Rio at 10 months old

not discussed over the phone. I also verified the content of
the animals. I was told that the parents were “about 75%,”
and the pups would, therefore, be the same percentage. I
knew from my research that these were upper midcontents, and since the parents were so easy going and
so dog-like, I felt like this was a perfect fit. This breeder
fulfilled everything on my list, plus a lot more. The parents
were on the premises and were friendly upper midcontents (so I thought). They were stunningly gorgeous
and looked very wolfy, and I was over the moon at the
thought that I would own a stunning wolfdog that looked
and acted like theirs.
The days crawled by, and when I finally received
notice that the puppies had been born, I could barely wait
to go and see them. The female had delivered seven
healthy puppies, two males and five females. We went to
see them when they were almost three weeks of age, and
we made our selection; they tagged him for us, and on
May 5, I made the drive to pick him up.
Sadly, I picked up a very sick little puppy. Rio had just
about every parasite known to the canine world, and that
was just a precursor of what was to come. The first
several weeks were spent just trying to get him well. My
wife manages a veterinary clinic, so Rio had very good vet
care, but his diarrhea just would not go away. In addition
to good health, we wanted Rio well-socialized, so he went
with my wife to work every day until he was just too big to
haul in our car. Much to our dismay, he was never a very
social puppy, and at around three months of age, he was
beginning to show some completely unacceptable
behaviors (e.g., aggressive guarding) around the clinic
personnel. At this time, I located a professional trainer that
had experience with wolfdogs. Rio proved to be a bright
and trainable puppy, learning the basics very quickly. But
he continued to have very few social skills.
By four months of age, he outgrew his carrier, he was
doing more poorly in the car, and the clinic staff had
become afraid of him. Some of the staff were experienced
handlers, but they were simply unprepared for his level of
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aggression and intensity. Though I
was working with him on a nightly
basis, he was becoming less and
less social; it seemed that the
harder I worked, the less headway I
was making.
When he was about 4½
months old, I constructed a 10’ X
30’ enclosure inside the main yard,
and we started leaving him at home
during the day. Trying to see the
bright side of this, I was hoping our
absence during the day would
cause him to miss us, but such was
not the case. Occasionally he
would show a spark of affection,
but then it was quickly gone, and
he was back to his old sullen self.
His food aggression was not
exactly getting worse, but neither
was it getting better. I had been in
touch with the breeder on a regular basis throughout this
time, but the only helpful thing I got from them was that
“they were all fed together and they may have learned to
fight for food.” That should have been a HUGE red flag,
but having no background with mid- or high-content
wolfdogs, it wasn’t—at least not to the extent that it should
have been.
Not only was the guarding issue becoming a serious
problem, but he was also getting very unpredictable and
less social by the day; even though he was around people
all the time, he had become afraid of everyone except my
wife and me and one of my sons. At just over 5 months
old, we had him neutered in the hope that this would stem
some of the aggression and help with the social issues.
His attitude change was minor, if at all. My dream wolfdog
was quickly becoming a Bram Stoker nightmare and a
huge liability—and I was getting no support from the
breeder. My wife was becoming afraid of Rio, and I had
decided that I had made one of the biggest mistakes of
my life; I was absolutely crushed. I possibly could have
understood this if I had gone into this situation with little or
no canine background, but I had trained and shown stock
dogs, I had worked dogs on rough stock for years, and I
had had two low-content wolfdogs for 10 years. So I didn’t
lack experience—but nothing I tried worked with Rio.
He was a canine-oriented dog who cared little for
people, which I thought was odd since he had spent so
much of his first four months continually with people. He
also had some serious food- and possession-aggression
issues, though he has never shown any unprovoked
aggression toward people. Little did I know it then, but
allowing pups to fight over food and failing to bottle feed (I
learned later that this breeder did not pull and bottle feed
the pups) created much of the problem with Rio. The
breeder had created a canine-oriented dog that learned
resource guarding was the only way to successfully get
food or whatever else he wanted. But I learned this
valuable lesson later.
At that time, I was constantly blaming myself for
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everything that was happening
with Rio, and at that point I had
no one to turn to that could help
me with Rio. The trainer I had
used earlier had some health
issues and was not available. I
had read Nicole Wilde’s book,
and very little of that was helping,
especially regarding socialization.
So finally, just after Rio turned six
months old, I made one of the
most difficult decisions I have
ever made. I called the breeder
and said that I was bringing him
back. The breeder wasn’t happy,
but it was in the contract. I had a
big problem that was getting
bigger, and I thought I was out of
options. I will never forget that
Rio at 2 years old day. It was a rainy and cold
September day, and the weather
reflected my mood.
When we arrived at the breeder’s facility, we unloaded
Rio and put him in a covered run. He was by himself in the
run and was some distance from the other dogs. The
training that he had received as a small puppy had stuck
with him. He was a smart puppy and quick to learn, so he
wasn't a difficult dog to handle on a leash—which was odd
since everything else was difficult with him.
The absolute worst moment came after I put him in the
enclosure. My son and I talked to the breeder's spouse for
a few minutes before we left (the breeder never came out).
Before I drove away, I walked around to the enclosure
where Rio was, and something happened that had never
happened before. Rio came up to me, whining and
whimpering, and then he licked my hand through the
fence. I don't have to tell you what that did to me.
The ride home was worse than the long ride out there.
As miserable as life was with him, it was worse realizing
what his plight was probably going to be. With him being
so anti-social, we knew that he could never be re-homed,
and, being neutered, we knew that he could probably
never go in with the other animals as they would likely kill
him. After about a week, my wife and I sat down and had a
very long heart-to-heart talk and decided that the only thing
to do was to go back and get him. When I made the call,
the breeder’s spouse said that they were very glad that we
were picking him up because they couldn't get near him.
The only thing they could do was throw something in the
enclosure for him to eat and then leave. He wasn't
attacking the fence or trying to bite them; he was just
terrified when anyone came near him.
When we pulled into their yard and got out of the truck,
I called his name. He immediately threw his head back and
made the most soulful howl you have ever heard. It was
heart-wrenching—and surprising as he almost NEVER
howled. When we drove around to load him, it was one of
the few times he was ever glad to see us. We didn't need a
leash to load him. He eagerly loaded himself into his crate.
When we got home, Rio seemed glad to be there, and
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we were glad to have him home. The drama was not over,
but it was better where Rio was concerned. That very long
time out back at the breeder’s did Rio a lot of good. But
the trouble was not over by a long shot. The drama with
the breeder was just beginning. Over most of the first
winter, we still dealt with Rio’s aggressive resource
guarding. While I kept trying to call the breeder for pointers
and to check up on the Rio’s littermates, I finally was only
able to talk to the breeder’s spouse (the breeder quit taking
my calls). During one of my conversations with the
breeder’s spouse, I learned that the two littermates the
breeder kept were no longer there. I was told that “they
weren't working out in their breeding program because of
behavioral problems like Rio.” Well, imagine my shock.
And that was the last time I ever heard from them.
Thankfully, about this same time I found the Wolfdog
Forum, and I met Jimmy and Emily Mantel and their five
wolfdogs. They introduced me to Pam Thompson, who
introduced me to Kim Miles and Jerry Mills and some other
very helpful people. Several of them made very long drives
to my house to evaluate Rio. With their help and with the
help of people who were able to piece together Rio’s actual
lineage, I learned that a lot of Rio’s behavior was typical—
typical of a high-content wolfdog, that is. Well, his real
content would have been good to know from the start!
Nevertheless, my new friends were extremely invaluable in
getting me and Rio (and my entire family) through some
rough times and teaching us how to live with a high-content
wolfdog that was not social with people.
CONCLUSION
Rio is almost three years old now, and while it has not
been smooth sailing, there has been much less drama
since that first rocky year. My hope with the purchase of
Rio was that I could have a companion dog—one that I
could take for a walk, take for a car ride, and bring into the
house sometimes. One that I could treat and train in much
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the same way as all of my other dogs. I wanted a friendly
and personable dog like the dogs I currently have and like
those I saw and interacted with at the breeder’s facility.
That didn’t happen, and I am very disappointed with the
breeder. Additionally, the breeder never gave me any
lineage papers, but with a lot of help from other people, I
was able to piece together his lineage. Rio is actually
around 90% wolf—and that is a LOT more than the 75%
upper mid-content that I was told by the breeder.
I actually learned several valuable lessons throughout
this whole ordeal—lessons that I would like to share in the
effort to help others and prevent this from happening to
anyone else:
LESSON #1
What the breeder did was potentially dangerous (and still
may be; only time will tell). Had I not had at least some
experience, a huge amount of patience, a patient wife, and
some absolutely invaluable help from experienced people,
someone could have gotten hurt, and Rio may very well be
dead now.
LESSON #2
The internet is a good tool, and there is some invaluable
information out there, but it is no substitute for meeting,
talking to, and, most importantly, visiting people that have
and are experienced with mid- and high-content wolfdogs.
Spend some time around different wolfdogs of varying
percentages and F#s to make sure that a wolfdog is what
you want and that you actually get what you want.
LESSON #3
If it looks like a wolf, it probably is—or at least a very high
content. No matter what any breeder tells you, they cannot
consistently breed an animal that looks like a pure wolf and
acts like a dog. That is not to say that high contents cannot
be very social; they can. But what that means is that they
are just more tame than other wolves or high contents—
they are NOT domesticated.
LESSON #4
If the breeder claims to have lineage on the parents, ask to
see the papers. Always be courteous and respectful, but
ask lots of questions. After all, it’s your money, and it could
cost you a lot more than what you pay for a pup if you get it
wrong.
LESSON #5 (and this one is really important)

Rio at 2½ years old

Ask your prospective breeder for references, and talk to
owners of their animals. You can learn a lot about the
animals the breeder produces by speaking to and seeing
the breeder’s pups. If the breeder’s buyers do not
recommend the breeder, don’t buy from that breeder. And
if the breeder does not give you references, do not buy
from him or her.
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Wolf
recognize a new type of canine as a dog after it has successA wolf, in general, is any of various large predatory, carnivofully been bred four generations away from its wild or pure rous mammals of the Family Canidae, the most notable and wellroots” (Vickers, 2010).
known being the gray wolf, Canis lupus. In Addams and Miller’s
9. “The dog… is any captive variant of the wild species, Canis (2012) new book, wolves are defined as “any canids which exhibit
lupus selectively bred by man to create
primarily wolf behavior—behavior which is
any differences in appearance and/or
commonly expected of a wild animal.” Nowak
temperament
from
the
wild
(2003) asserts that “[a]lthough the term ‘wolf’
wolf” (Klemperer, 2011).
has been applied to various kinds of canids
10. The statement that “the melanistic K
and to other animals as well, here it is restrictlocus mutation in North American
ed to Canis lupus and a few other living and
wolves derives from past hybridization
extinct species of Canis that probably arose
with domestic dogs” (Anderson et al.,
from a common ancestor.”
2009) means that, because wild wolves
have bred with dogs at some point in the
Definition of Gray Wolf
past, they are now just wolfdogs.
A gray wolf is taxonomically defined as
any large canid that matches the morphologiAlthough seeming to make sense to some,
cal characteristics of Canis lupus as originally
such statements actually have absolutely no
described by Carolus Linnaeus in 1758
basis in fact and are not supported by pub(Linnaeus, 1758). Mech and Boitani (2004)
lished scientific findings. Objectively, one
Wolf: Courtesy National Park Service define the gray wolf as “the largest wild canid
might think (hope even) that this faction of
weighing up to 62kg” that in “[g]eneral apthe wolfdog community is acting ‘in the best interests of the pearance and proportions are not unlike a large German shepherd
wolfdog’ by magnanimously attempting to make it easier for dog except legs [are] longer, feet [are] larger, ears [are] shorter,
those who want to own wolfdogs to do so. Sadly, though, it eyes [are] slanted ... and winter fur [is] longer and bushier, and
seems that at least some of their efforts may, in fact, demonstrate with chin tufts in winter. Fur is thick and usually mottled grey, but
a complete disregard for the animals as well as potential new can vary from nearly pure white, red, or brown to black.” And the
owners—not to mention local, state, federal, and/or international Smithsonian Institution—the largest museum and research facility
laws.
in the world—states that gray wolves are
As a director of a non-profit educational organization dedicated to providing factual information about wolves and wolf[t]he largest wild members of the dog family [that] generally
dogs, I find this type of misinformation completely unacceptable
have grizzled coats, with gray, black, and light brown fur cov(and potentially catastrophic). However, if it is, in fact, being
ering their head and upper body, and yellowish white fur on
done for no other reason than personal gain (e.g., to grow one’s
the legs and belly. Some subspecies—not Mexican wolves—
bank account, to acquire an animal that looks like a wolf, etc.),
have pure white or black coats. Thick winter undercoats give
then it is nothing short of disgraceful and reprehensible. Thus, it
them the appearance of added bulk; when they shed in the
is my goal in this article to counter the propaganda by providing
spring, they look thin. They have bushy tails, legs longer than
scientifically rigorous definitions of the pertinent terms and factucoyotes’ and dogs’ legs, and oversized paws…. Gray wolves’
al, scientifically sound information obtained from published scihead and body length is 40-58 inches (1-1.5 meters), plus a
entific research, international conservation organizations, and an
tail 13-20 inches long (one-third to half a meter). Their
occasional internationally renowned expert in the field.
weight varies greatly by subspecies, ranging from 40-175
pounds (18-79 kg), with an average between 60-100 pounds
JUSTIFICATION
(27-45 kg).
(Continued from page 1)

There are numerous reasons why I felt this article needed to
be written, but topmost among them are situations where breeders
misrepresenting the content of their animals may result in serious
negative or adverse impacts on both the animals and their new
owners—as well as rescues and sanctuaries at some point in the
future. I could go on and on here with real-world examples of
how misrepresenting pure wolves or high-content wolfdogs as
mid- or low-content wolfdogs is detrimental to the animals and
their owners, but it is perhaps better that I let one such owner
who was sold a misrepresented animal speak for himself (see the
article by Kent Ferrell on page 6 of this issue).

Wolfdog
The narrow definition of a wolfdog is the offspring of a
breeding between a domestic dog and a wolf. However, this fails
to address the most commonly accepted definition of ‘wolfdog’ in
the wolfdog community (which, not coincidentally, is the most
common real-world situation), which is the offspring of a pairing
between two wolfdogs. A more comprehensive definition of wolfdog, then, is “a cross between wolf and dog when the wolf content
within the animal is of a more recent inheritance than is typically
found in most dog breeds. Wolfdogs are also incorrectly referred
to as ‘wolf hybrids’” (Florida Lupine Association, 2011).
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) (2009)
DEFINITIONS
considers “[c]rosses between wild animal species and domestic
animals, such as dogs and wolves or buffalo and domestic cattle ...
This section is divided into subsections providing scientifi- to be domestic animals.” However, this definition vastly oversimcally rigorous definitions of some terms that a few in the wolfdog plifies the wolfdog issue because—as most people in the wolfdog
community are attempting to redefine.
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community know—some lower-content wolfdogs are little different from domestic dogs, whereas those that are higher content are
often little different from tamed wolves. While the USDA definition is succinct, most scientists and many legislative entities disagree with it (see the “Legal Issues” section on page 14).
Dog
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taming in that a change in the phenotypical expression and genotype of the animal occurs, whereas taming is simply the process
by which animals become acclimatized to human presence.”
Dog-specific Definitions of Domestication
Hirst (n.d.) asserts that “dog domestication was a long process, which started far longer ago than was believed even as recently as 2008. Based on evidence from Goyet and Chauvet caves
in Europe, the dog domestication process probably began as long
ago as 30,000 years.” In the following excerpt from a recent article in Scientific American entitled “The Woof at the Door,” Shipman (2009) clarifies dog domestication in much greater detail:

Domestic dogs are generally defined as “any canids which
exhibit primarily dog behavior—behavior which is commonly expected of a domesticated pet” (Addams & Miller, 2012). The Scientific Working Group of Dog and Orthogonal Detector Guidelines
(n.d.) at Florida International University asserts that the scientific
definition of ‘dog’ is “[a] domestic canid
(Canis familiaris) used in various work or
Domestication was one of the most brilliant acci“Captive-bred wolves could
companionship tasks.”
dents in the entire history of humankind. What’s
The taxonomic definition of dog has theoretically be domesticated more, we got it right the first time: Dogs were the
if selected strictly for
been controversial since it was changed
original trial animal, and successful product, of
almost twenty years ago, when the Smithsuch an accident—the happy outcome of years of
tameness, for instance, but
sonian Institution and the American Society the selection must be directed unwitting experiments and dumb luck.
of Mammalogists reclassified the dog from
How long does domestication take? Nobody
and consistent, and with
its separate species designation of Canis
knows. In an experiment, Russian biologists kept a
wolf generation time this
familiaris to the subspecies status of Canis
breeding colony of silver foxes and intentionally
would take most of
lupus familiaris (Wilson & Reeder, 1993;
selected for breeding those with the least fear and
2005). Even so, the dog is not technically a
the least aggression toward humans. After 10 gensomeone’s lifetime and the
subspecies of gray wolf: “The use of suberations, 18 percent of the foxes sought human conoutcome not
species names to describe geographic varitact and showed little fear. After 30 or so generaguaranteed” (Kolerants does not fit well as a description of
tions, a ‘domesticated fox’ had been created.
Matznick, 2011).
domesticated forms. ‘Variant’ probably is a
The catch is that this experiment was delibergood term to use” (Pollak, 2000).
ate and strictly controlled. The foxes could not
breed with wild foxes and dilute the changing gene pool. HuDomesticated/Domestication
man contact was minimized so animals could not be tamed by
Domestication of an animal is not as simple as housing or
their handlers. And because of the experiment’s scientific
breeding an animal in captivity. Koler-Matznick (2011) provides a
intent, no one could say, ‘Oh this one is so cute, let’s let it
succinct definition of a domesticated animal, distinguishing it from
breed even if it is a little aggressive.’ So in the case of dogs,
a captive-bred wild animal:
without all these controls, the process could have taken much
longer.
Domesticated has many definitions, but most include the following: the population is under human control of breeding Tame
(zoo animals qualify only in this) and [sic] the population has
Though the general definition of tame(d) is often synonymous
been artificially selected for traits desired by humans. Thus the with domestic(ated), the two are actually defined differently when
Belyaev foxes are ‘domesticated’ (selected for coat color, we look beyond the general application of the two words. First, an
tameness, whatever) but captive-bred lions are not (no selec- individual animal can be tamed but cannot be domesticated, while
tion for human desired traits other than ability to adapt to a domestication applies to a population, not an individual; in addicaptive environment).
tion, domestication is a long process:
The Free Dictionary (2009) defines the act of domestication in
general terms, claiming that it is the ability “[t]o train or adapt (an
animal or plant) to live in a human environment and be of use to
humans.” Such a definition could also apply to the captive-raised
lion, but no scientist or legislative entity would argue that a lion is
a domesticated animal.
Ratliff (2011) provides a deeper and more scientific definition
of domestication: “[It] … is not a quality trained into an individual,
but one bred into an entire population through generations of living
in proximity to humans. Many if not most of the species’ wild instincts have long since been lost. Domestication, in other words, is
mostly in the genes.” In Wikipedia (2012), “domestication (from
Latin domesticus) is the process whereby a population of animals
or plants, through a process of artificial selection, is changed at the
genetic level, accentuating traits desired by humans. It differs from

A great difference exists between a tame animal and a domesticated animal. The term ‘domesticated’ refers to an entire
species or variety while the term ‘tame’ can refer to just one
individual within a species or variety. Humans have tamed
many thousands of animals that have never been truly domesticated. These include the elephant, giraffes, and bears. There
is debate over whether some species have been domesticated
or just tamed. Some state that the elephant has been domesticated, while others argue the cat has never been. Dividing
lines include whether a specimen born to wild parents would
differ in appearance or behavior from one born to domesticated parents. For instance a dog is certainly domesticated because even a wolf (genetically the origin of all dogs) raised
from a pup would be very different from a dog, in both appearance and behavior. (Wikipedia, 2012)
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Wild
A general definition of a wild animal is one that lives in nature, not in captivity or in close proximity to humans. The Free
Dictionary (2003) defines a wild animal as one that is “living in a
natural state” and “not domesticated, cultivated, or tamed.” KolerMatznick (2011) provides a scientific definition of a wild animal
that also embraces the general definition: “In my and most biological definitions of ‘wild’ this means an animal that in general
makes a living without any direct assistance from humans and its
movements and breeding are not under human control. A wild
animal can be feral (come from a domesticated population) or nonferal.” Reynolds (2011) simplifies this definition: “I am very much of the ‘handsome is as
handsome does’ persuasion: if it persists in the
wild, it is wild.” Such broad definitions as these
fail to address zebras, tigers, bears, wolves, etc.,
living in captivity in zoos, facilities, and homes.
Are these wild animals or domesticated animals?
Neither; they are animals that have been tamed
to varying degrees.
Summation
People who ignore the above wellestablished definitions and try to promote their
own are bound to failure. While their newlydefined terminology might work within their
Wolf
small social group of ‘followers’, it will not
work in the broader social context or in the scientific or legal realm. It brings to mind something Abraham Lincoln once said: “How many legs does a dog have if you call the
tail a leg? Four. Calling a tail a leg doesn’t make it a
leg” (BrainyQuotes.com, 2011).
STATE & FEDERAL DEFINITIONS & REGULATIONS
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eny of F1 generation wolf hybrids” (HybridLaw.com, 2008). And
in Montana “regulations define ‘wolf’ as ‘any canine which is one
-half or more wolf’. All 50% or greater crosses and pure wolves
are required to be tattooed and registered” (HybridLaw.com,
2008).
At the opposite end of the spectrum lie states like Georgia,
where wolfdogs are considered ‘wild animals’ in the extreme:
“‘Wild animal’ means any animal which is not wildlife and is not
normally a domestic species in this state. This term specifically
includes any hybrid or cross between any combination of a wild
animal, wildlife, and a domestic animal. Offspring from all subsequent generations of such crosses or hybrids are wild animals” (HybridLaw.com,
2011).
Quite obviously, the broad diversity
of state laws defining and affecting wolfdogs suggests that using such ‘definitions’
to support a particular position is nothing
short of folly. The next section will more
firmly solidify the foolhardiness of the
position being taken by a minority in the
wolfdog community.
COUNTERING THE PROPAGANDA
In this section I offer several statements that I received from specialists and
scientists involved in the study of wolves,
dogs, and other canids during the course of researching this article. Each entry below was offered in response to, and in contradiction of, one or more of the fallacious statements listed in the Introduction—which, as explained above, originated from those individuals who are attempting to spread misinformation about wolves
and wolfdogs.
The following responses were prompted when I asked a group
of wolf specialists if wolves bred and raised in captivity for many
generations were domesticated animals or if it was possible to
breed a line of canines that looked exactly like wild wolves but
behaved just like dogs (i.e., statements #4 and #5 in the Introduction):

Some individuals have attempted to invoke state laws or federal definitions to support their false or illogical arguments. However, doing so is silly at best because governmental definitions and
regulations regarding wolfdogs vary from one extreme to the other
and rarely have a scientific basis. Even though the USDA (2009)
defines a wolfdog as a domestic dog—“Dog means any live or
dead dog (Canis familiaris) or any dog-hybrid cross”—the USDA Dr. L. David Mech—well-known wolf researcher and author of
is not a federal law enforcement agency, and, while some states do
several books and numerous scientific articles on wolves;
accept federal classifications and base their laws on them, it is not
Senior Scientist, Biological Resources Division, U.S. Geologmandated that states recognize USDA classifications or definiical Survey; Adjunct Professor, Departments of Fisheries,
tions.
Wildlife & Conservation Biology and Ecology, Evolution &
There are no federal regulations on wolfdog ownership. InBehavior, University of Minnesota—stated that “[a] domestistead, each state can define and regulate wolves, wolfdogs, and
cated animal is not just one kept as a pet or kept in captivity
dogs as they wish. At one end of the spectrum lie states like Colofor ‘x’ no. of generations. Domestication involves selective
rado, Kansas, Texas, Utah, Vermont, and West Virginia, which all
breeding over long periods to change the animal genetically
consider and regulate wolfdogs (or ‘wolf hybrids’) of any content
to some other type” (Mech, 2011).
or F number as domestic dogs (HybridLaw.com, 2008). In Colora- Dr. Janice Koler-Matznick—author and member of the IUCN/
do, for example, “[t]he Colorado Division of Wildlife does not
SSC Canid Specialist Group—stated that “[c]aptive-bred
regulate ownership of [w]olf [h]ybrids as they are considered dowolves could theoretically be domesticated if selected strictly
mestic animals” (National Wolfdog Alliance, n.d.). Additionally,
for tameness, for instance, but the selection must be directed
Florida and Louisiana regulate animals only if they are considered
and consistent, and with wolf generation time this would take
“indistinguishable from a wolf” (HybridLaw.com, 2011; 2008).
most of someone’s lifetime and the outcome not guaranIn the middle of the spectrum lie states like California, in
teed” (Koler-Matznick, 2011).
which “[w]olves and first generation hybrids are restricted from Ms. Jessica Addams—Animal Behaviorist, Former Keeper at
possession … but [n]o state permit is required to possess the progWolf Park & Coauthor of Between Dog and Wolf: Under-
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standing the Connection and the Confusion from Dogwise bridization with domestic dogs” (Anderson et al., 2009) is being
Publishing—stated that “it takes either many, many genera- interpreted as evidence for all wolves now being just wolfdogs
tions or a serious breeding program—much like Belyaev’s (i.e., statement #10 in the Introduction), I received the following
farm fox experiment—to produce a domesticated version of a replies:
wild animal. Even Belyaev’s intensively selected foxes took
about 10 generations—with hundreds of individuals culled Dr. Mech (2011) stated that “the origin of black in wolves is still a
each generation—to show domesticated traits. No known
theory and may not be supported in the future. Molecular
individual wolf breeding program has yet reached this goal,
genetics is a very young field in which there is much controor is even following a similar protocol” (Addams, 2011). Adversy. Note that the Anderson article indicated that black
dams (2011) further stated that “[i]t took thousands of years
wolves were only in North America and Italy. However, they
to breed dogs from wolves. Estimates will vary depending on
are also known in the Himalayas and Iran and probably exist
theory, but we’re talking on the order of 6,000 years at
all over wolf range. It takes far more than one study to supleast. To my knowledge, there are no bloodlines of captive
port a finding as new and revolutionary as the origin of black
wolves which are 6,000 years old. We have not yet created a
in wolves.”
second race of dogs out of any captive wolf bloodlines. What Dr. Koler-Matznick (2011) stated, “[t]he paper that said the K
we have done is breed some wolves which are extremely mellocus introgressed from dog to wolf ALSO said that it could
low—for wolves. These bloodlines … are not a domestication
not be ruled out that the mutation happened before the wolf/
of the wolf. They are families of related wolves which exhibit
dog split.”
some carefully bred-for characteristics. Individual wolves Dr. Ben Sacks—Director, Canid Diversity Conservation Group,
from [these] bloodlines have been … doglike in behavVeterinary Genetics Laboratory, University of California,
ior. This does not make them dogs, any
Davis—stated that “the main conclusion of
more than my peeling a banana makes me
that paper ... was that the particular K allele
“Wild wolves have bred with
a chimpanzee.”
that putatively originated from dogs is found
dogs in the past, yes. This also in a frequency far higher than would be exI obtained the following responses when I
pected based on the overall level of genomic
means that dogs have bred
explained that there are individuals in the wolfintrogression from dogs because it conferred
with wild wolves in the
dog community asserting that all of the wolves
some selective advantage. That is, it is not
past. Neither fact means that
in Yellowstone are wolfdogs and that there are
reflective of the overall amount of introgresone species has suddenly
no more wild or pure wolves in nature (i.e.,
sion from dogs, which is comparatively very
become identical to the other. It little” (Sacks, 2011). Sacks (2011) went on to
statements #6 and #7 in the Introduction):
means gene transfer is taking say that “if someone chooses to interpret that
Ms. Addams (2011) stated that “any closely
any degree of introgression from one species
place between two still distinct
related species can continue to interbreed
(or ‘subspecies’ in this case) makes two spegroups” (Addams, 2011).
when not separated by geography or becies (subspecies) the same, they are a Neanhavioral differences. Speciation is a graduderthal. I may sound worked up, but I am
al process taking thousands of years and, arguably, in wolves
being calmly literal. If we are to consider wolves to be dogs
and dogs it is not even complete. (The traditional definition of
by virtue of the apparent fact that modern wolf populations
‘species’ is groups of animals which cannot interbreed.) Wild
carry varying degrees of dog DNA, then we must also considwolves have bred with dogs in the past, yes. This also means
er ourselves (at least those of us of Eurasian descent) to be
that dogs have bred with wild wolves in the past. Neither fact
Neanderthals because the DNA evidence makes a pretty good
means that one species has suddenly become identical to the
case that Homo sapiens carries introgressive DNA from Hoother. It means gene transfer is taking place between two still
mo neanderthalensis (e.g., Green et al. 2010. A draft sedistinct groups, because it is possible for the groups to interquence of the Neanderthal genome. Science 328:710–722).”
breed. This happens between hundreds, if not thousands, of
pairs of extremely similar species all the time. That’s the pro- DOMESTICATION & THE MORPHOLOGY-BEHAVIOR
cess of speciation.”
CONNECTION
Mr. Kent Laudon—Wolf Biologist, Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks—wrote that “[s]tatements that there are no more wild
In addition to the definitions and responses from various sciwolves in Yellowstone … are curious to me. As you probably entists and specialists provided above—which effectively counter
well know, the world of wolves can be very controversial, much of the misinformation currently being circulated around the
and it seems to be the case that controversial topics tend to wolf/wolfdog community—there are a couple of other pertinent
attract ‘fringe’ types. Those folks are what they are. And I issues that have not yet been addressed herein, but that I believe
don’t think any words, even to the extent of published articles are important to mention. The first is that those individuals who
in prestigious journals, can sway those folks back into reali- have been issuing false claims regarding the existence of
ty” (Laudon, 2011).
‘domesticated wolves’ apparently fail to understand that behavior
Dr. Mech (2011) stated that “[a]nyone who disputes that wolves and morphology are inextricably linked, and that any attempt to
are no longer wild does not deserve to be listened to.”
change one aspect of morphology or behavior will result in a concomitant change in the other. As Raymond and Lorna Coppinger
And when I informed canid experts that “the melanistic K put it in their book entitled Dogs: A New Understanding of Calocus mutation in North American wolves derives from past hy- nine Origin, Behavior, and Evolution, “[h]ow a dog looks ... is

PAGE 14

F LO RI D A LU P I N E N EWS

intricately tied to how it behaves, from its molecular to its holistic
levels” (Coppinger & Coppinger, 2001). This is why there are no
domesticated animals (dogs included) that look exactly like their
wild progenitors. Belyaev’s domesticated foxes represent a classic
(recent) example of this phenomenon; other (older) examples include domestic cats, sheep, cows, goats, ducks, turkeys, chickens,
etc. In every case, the domestic version of the animal is distinctly
different in behavior and morphology from its wild counterpart.
As explained in a recent National Geographic article entitled
“Taming the Wild,”
[d]omesticated animals are known to share a common set of
characteristics, a fact documented by Darwin in The Variation of Animals and Plants Under Domestication. They tend
to be smaller, with floppier ears and curlier tails than their
untamed progenitors. Such traits tend to make animals appear
appealingly juvenile to humans. Their coats are sometimes
spotted—piebald, in scientific terminology—while their wild
ancestors’ coats are solid. These and other traits, sometimes
referred to as the domestication phenotype, exist in varying
degrees across a remarkably wide range of species, from
dogs, pigs, and cows to some non-mammalians like chickens,
and even a few fish. (Ratliff, 2011)
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human lifetimes, or about 80 years of VERY CAREFUL SELECTIVE breeding to create a line of wolves that would approach domestication.” Even then, scientific evidence predicts
that ‘domesticated wolves’ would no longer look like wolves, but
rather would look more like dogs—which are, not coincidentally,
the original domesticated wolves.
LEGAL ISSUES
In addition to disseminating myths and untruths about
wolves and wolfdogs, certain members of the wolf/wolfdog community are also perpetuating untruths about the laws as they pertain to wolves and/or wolfdogs. While opponents of the recent
spate of wolf/wolfdog misrepresentation have voiced their concerns about this issue, supporters have quickly and curtly pushed
them aside. As a result, I feel that it is important to include this
section addressing both national and international laws as they
pertain to wolves and wolfdogs.
First, it is imperative to note that any species listed as
‘Threatened’ or ‘Endangered’ by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) is prohibited from being transported across state
borders by the Lacey Act. Second, any species listed in Appendix
I or Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is prohibited
from being transported across national borders without special
permits. As of this writing, the gray wolf, Canis lupus, is listed as
Endangered in most states in the U.S., and is listed as Threatened
in Minnesota (USFWS, 2011), and the gray wolf is listed in either Appendix I or Appendix II of CITES, depending on the population/location (UNEP-WCMC, 2011). Below are separate subsections addressing in detail the various national and international laws and regulations that pertain to the movement of wolves
and wolfdogs between states and countries.

At the beginning of his seminal fox domestication experiment, Dr. Dmitry Belyaev “suspected that as the foxes became
domesticated, they too might begin to show aspects of a domestication phenotype” (Ratliff, 2011). Belyaev was right. The selection of “which foxes to breed based solely on how well they got
along with humans seemed to alter their physical appearance
along with their dispositions. After only nine generations, the
researchers recorded fox kits born with floppier ears. Piebald patterns appeared on their coats” (Ratliff, 2011). Belyaev postulated
that there was “a collection of genes that conferred a propensity to
tameness—a genotype that the foxes perhaps shared with any Lacey Act
The Lacey Act “provides that it is unlawful for any person to
species that could be domesticated” (Ratliff, 2011). Many decades
after Belyaev began his fox experiment, geneticists are now import, export, transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase any
fish or wildlife or plant taken, possessed, transsearching for precisely those genes in Belyaev’s
Wolfdog
ported, or sold in violation of any law, treaty, or
foxes, as well as in pigs, chickens, horses, and other
regulation of the United States or in violation of
domesticated species, in an effort to “pinpoint the
any Indian tribal law whether in interstate or
genetic differences that came to distinguish them
foreign commerce” (Animal Legal & Historical
from their ancestors” (Ratliff, 2011). The fox
Center [ALHC], 2011). For purposes of the
breeding experiment in Siberia is now a joint RusLacey Act, ‘wildlife’ refers to “any wild animal,
sian-American research program operating under
whether alive or dead, including without limitathe hypothesis that “the genes guiding the animals’
tion any wild mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian,
behavior do so by altering chemicals in their brains.
fish, mollusk, crustacean, arthropod, coelenterChanges to those neurochemicals, in turn, have
ate, or other invertebrate, whether or not bred,
‘downstream’ impacts on the animals’ physical
hatched, or born in captivity [sic], and includes
appearance” (Ratliff, 2011).
any part, product, egg, or offspring thereof
With regard to the original domestication of
[sic]” (ALHC, 2011). The Lacey Act covers any
the dog, Addams and Miller (2012) stated that “as
species listed as Threatened or Endangered un… wolves became more and more genetically huder the Endangered Species Act of 1973—which
man-tolerant, the accidental, but linked, traits like
currently includes the gray wolf—and violation
floppy ears, curly tails, and white patches of fur (all
can result in civil penalties up to $10,000 for
of which are seen in many dogs) happened to proliferate alongside the increased manifestation of human toler- each violation or maximum criminal sanctions of $20,000 in
ance.” Further, in an article on the Wolf Park website (reprinted fines and/or up to five years imprisonment (ALHC, 2011). In lay
with permission in the Fall 2011 issue of the Florida Lupine terms, this means that the transport of any pure wolf or F1 wolfNews) entitled “On Selection, Traits and Inheritance,” Jill Moore dog across state borders is in violation of the Lacey Act and is
and Monty Sloan (n.d.) estimated that “it would take two working punishable by federal law.
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CITES
Many wildlife species are also protected by CITES, which is
a treaty among nations that “regulates trade in listed species, including hybrids and captive-bred specimens, through a system of
permits and certificates” (USFWS, 2003). According to CITES
Resolution Conf. 10.17—which is the most recent resolution involving animal hybrids—“hybrid animals that have in their recent
lineage one or more specimens of species included in Appendix I
or II shall be subject to the provisions of the Convention just as if
they were full species, even if the hybrid concerned is not specifically included in the Appendices” and “the words ‘recent lineage’, as used in this Resolution, shall generally be interpreted to
refer to the previous four generations of the lineage” (CITES,
2007; see also ECFR, 2012). While CITES is not a law per se,
each of the 175 signatory nations to the convention has “its own
domestic legislation to ensure that CITES is implemented at the
national level” (CITES, n.d.).
In the U.S., CITES is implemented through the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) and is administered by the Division of Management Authority of the USFWS. According to the USFWS
(2010), “[y]ou do not need a CITES or ESA permit from us to
import or export most domestic dogs (Canis domesticus). Dog/
wolf hybrids, however, are regulated by CITES and require a
CITES permit.... You must import or export your pet dog/wolf
hybrid through a designated port ... and [y]ou must notify the
FWS wildlife inspection office at the port of entry or exit at least
48 hours in advance, present our declaration form to the wildlife
inspectors, and receive clearance from us prior to export or at the
time of import.” In addition, any CITES-listed species—including
pure wolf or wolf-dog hybrid puppies—shipped out of the country must come from a CITES-certified facility, and failure to
abide by CITES laws here in the U.S. is a federal offense
(USFWS, 2003; USFWS, 2011).
Specific International Import Regulations
CITES import and export permits are required to import any
F1-F4 hybrids into any country in the European Union (EU), but
for F5 and higher generations, a CITES permit is not needed
(HybidLaw.com, 2011). In addition to the general EU import requirements, each country in the EU also has its own (different)
regulations for importing and keeping hybrids (including wolfdogs). For example, in some EU countries (e.g., Norway and
Sweden), F1-F4 hybrids are banned completely, and F5s or later
are either required to be put into a four-month quarantine or have
proof of rabies vaccination at three months of age
(HybidLaw.com, 2011). For the United Kingdom and Northern
Ireland, all hybrids must undergo a six-month quarantine, and F1s
& F2s are considered wild animals and also require a special wild
animal permit (DEFRA, n.d.).
Summation
Considering the rather strict regulations for importing pure
wolves and high-content/low F-number wolfdogs into other countries, the simplest way for a wolf or high-content wolfdog breeder
in the U.S. to get around them would be to claim that his/her puppies are F5 or higher hybrids (or just plain dogs) rather than what
they actually are. Because breeders can sell pure/high-content
puppies for upwards of $5,000 each to buyers in places like Europe, there is a significant monetary incentive for misrepresenting
one’s animals when shipping them overseas.
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Other than the obvious problem that such an unethical practice breaks numerous federal and international laws, there is also
the less obvious issue that in two to three years when authorities
in other countries realize that the animals coming into their countries are not what the breeders reported them to be, the governments of those countries are likely to crack down even more on
the importation of wolfdogs (and possibly hybrids of any kind).
There is also the very real possibility of creating a delicate international political situation between the importing and exporting
(i.e., the U.S.) countries.
There are surely those who think the above scenarios are
impossible or implausible. However, one can only wonder if they
could happen and, if so, if it would all result because of irresponsible breeders and owners who care more about doing what they
want than about the rest of the wolf/wolfdog community.
CONCLUSION
Claims that there are no more pure wolves in nature or that
certain captive lines of wolves or high-content wolfdogs are
‘domesticated’ are scientifically baseless. Equally baseless are
the recent efforts by individuals in the wolf/wolfdog community
to redefine certain terms for some type of self-serving motivation. It is my hope that authors and supporters of this misinformation will ‘see the light’ after reading this article and will put
the well-being of the animals and their current or future owners
above irresponsible individuals/breeders involved in creating or
spreading misinformation. It is my even greater hope that irresponsible breeders will stop misrepresenting their animals, stop
trying to redefine terms to suit their personal agendas, stop disseminating misinformation about wolves and wolfdogs, stop
shipping their animals internationally without the proper permits,
and stop claiming that their pure wolves and high-content wolfdogs are suitable pets for the general public—before some unsuspecting owner (or their or a neighbor’s child) gets seriously injured or killed AND before additional bans on wolfdogs are put
into place.
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Tebah the Guard Dog! NOT!
By Kent Ferrell
At 2:00 a.m. one morning about 10 days before Christmas, Marlene and I were
sound asleep. Tebah and Jack were stretched out on the floor of the living room that
joins our bedroom. Tebah had adopted a habit of sleeping under the Christmas tree
(sans presents as she would happily unwrap them but that’s another story). We had
enough trouble getting her to leave the ornaments alone—but that, too, is another story.
There was a very big noise that woke both Marlene and I. The first thing I thought
was that Tebah had knocked the Christmas tree over on her and Jack, but before that
thought had completely solidified in my sleep- deprived brain, Tebah sailed up into the
bed between us. She spun around on full alert, posturing herself BETWEEN US, facing
the west side of the house, then let out this big bark.
We had a good laugh, since she had to come get in the bed with us before she barked
rather than bark in there where the noise came from. Good watchdog......!
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Puppy Season Is Here: Homemade Puppy Formula
1 can goats milk
mix with equal amount of Pedialyte (or water)
3-5 heaping tablespoons Yogurt
Dannon’s plain or vanilla yogurt—it must have active culture
1 dropper Poly-vi-sol baby vitamins
(human)
1 package dried Knox Gelatin
dissolve in small amount of hot water
1 small jar beef baby food
without onions or seasoning
1 tablespoon white Karo Syrup
Mix well in a blender and refrigerate.

Feed pup two ounces every two hours.
Goat’s milk is more readily digestible and easier on the stomach than cow’s milk. Beef cereal is a highly digestible form of
protein. Yogurt provides active cultures in their internal flora
and is a good source of fat, calories and protein. Knox Gelatin is good for the connective tissue and the eyes, protecting
against juvenile cataracts.
Variations of this formula include rice cereal for babies and
egg yolks when the pup is approximately three weeks old.
Some breeders also substitute canine or equine Red Cell for
baby vitamins. Others may also substitute whole buttermilk
for goat’s milk, but this is done gradually, over several days,
and when the pup is about three weeks old.

Puppy Vaccination Schedule
By Drs. Foster & Smith
AGE

VACCINATION

5 weeks

Parvovirus: for puppies at high risk. Check with your veterinarian.

6 & 9 weeks

Combination vaccine* without leptospirosis.
Coronavirus: where coronavirus is a concern.

12 weeks (or older)

Rabies: given by your local veterinarian (age at vaccination may vary according to local law).

12 & 15 weeks**

Combination vaccine*
Leptospirosis: include in the combination vaccine where leptospirosis is a concern, or if traveling to
an area where it occurs.
Coronavirus: where coronavirus is a concern.
Lyme: where Lyme disease is a concern or if traveling to an area where it occurs.

Adult

Combination vaccine*
Leptospirosis: include leptospirosis in the combination vaccine where leptospirosis is a concern, or if
traveling to an area where it occurs.
Coronavirus: where coronavirus is a concern.
Lyme: where Lyme disease is a concern or if traveling to an area where it occurs.
Rabies: Given by your local veterinarian (time interval between vaccinations may vary according to
local law).

Recommendations vary depending on the age, breed, and health status of the dog, the potential of the dog to be exposed to the
disease, the type of vaccine, whether the dog is used for breeding, and the geographical area where the dog lives or may visit.
*A combination vaccine, often called a 5-way vaccine, usually includes adenovirus cough and hepatitis, canine distemper, parainfluenza, and parvovirus. Some combination vaccines may also include leptospirosis (7-way vaccines) and/or coronavirus. The
inclusion of either canine adenovirus-1 or adenovirus-2 in a vaccine will protect against both adenovirus cough and hepatitis; adenovirus-2 is highly preferred.
**Some puppies may need additional vaccinations against parvovirus after 15 weeks of age. Consult with your local veterinarian.
Bordetella and parainfluenza: For complete canine cough protection, we recommend Intra-Trac III ADT. For dogs that are
shown, in field trials, or are boarded, we recommend vaccination every six to twelve months with Intra-Trac III ADT.

Copyright © 2011 Drs. Foster and Smith, Inc. Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission.
Online store: http://www.DrsFosterSmith. com. Free pet supply catalog: 1-800-323-4208.
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